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ANALYSIS 


li ^ NATO anniversary brings celebrations 
I but also an undercurrent of uncertainty 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — NATO will be awash in 
nostalgia as leaders assemble this week in Washing¬ 
ton to mark the security pact’s 70th anniversary, but 
behind the ceremonial pomp, feuds between key mem¬ 
bers pose a growing threat to alliance solidarity, ana¬ 
lysts say. 

In Washington, NATO will have center stage for 
much of the week. Its top official. Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg, will meet at the White House with 
President Donald Trump on Tuesday. Stoltenberg 
will give a speech the next day before both houses of 
Congress. 

Foreign ministers from across the 29-nation alliance 
are traveling to the U.S. capital for high-level talks, not 
only to mark NATO’s anniversary on Thursday, but to 
work on their strategy for countering Russian threats. 

However, even as NATO leaders tout generations of 
solidarity, there is uncertainty over whether the pact’s 
close ties will last. 

SEE 70TH ON PAGE 5 


President Donald Trump and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel sit next to each other at NATO 
headquarters in Brussels on July 11, 2018. 


Shanahan: US, S. Korea bnilding up, not scaling back, with exercises 

By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — Joint military exercises 
conducted by the U.S. and South Korea last month 
boosted readiness, the US. defense chief said, defend¬ 
ing changes aimed at maintaining calm with the North 
to facilitate nuclear talks. 

Acting Defense Secretary Pat Shanahan spoke 

Monday as he met with his South Korean counterpart Shanahan SEE EXERCISES ON PAGE 3 



in Washington to discuss the recent drills and other al¬ 
liance issues as efforts to persuade Pyongyang to give 
up its nuclear weapons have faltered. 

Washington and Seoul said early last month that 
they were ending annual exercises known as Key Re¬ 
solve and Foal Eagle in favor of lower-profile drills 
that were renamed Dongmaeng, or Alliance. 

Shanahan dismissed concerns that the decision 
— seen as a concession to the North, which considers 


■ Missile-tracking aircraft 
arrives on Okinawa amid 
fears North Korea might 
lift testing moratorium 
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Relief efforts in full swing in Mozambiqne 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — 
US. Africa Command has con¬ 
ducted at least 30 humanitarian 
flights, delivering more than 120 
tons of food and supplies to Mo¬ 
zambique, where a multinational 
relief effort is underway after 
a cyclone caused catastrophic 
damage in the region, military 
officials said. 

Cyclone Idai, which hit on 
March 14, spurred widespread 
flooding in Mozambique, caus¬ 
ing more than 900 deaths and 
displacing thousands of people in 
Mozambique, neighboring Zim¬ 
babwe and Malawi. 

AFRICOM was authorized 
to spend up to $15 million in 
overseas disaster relief funds to 
provide logistics support in the 
effort, which has been underway 
for more than a week. 

“In addition to loading, trans¬ 
porting and delivering aid for 
distribution by the command’s 
interagency partners, US. Afri¬ 
ca Command forces are actively 


working to open airfields and 
maximize available transporta¬ 
tion routes,” a statement said 
Monday. 

US. forces are also providing 
advice to the Mozambique gov¬ 
ernment on accelerating response 
efforts, the command said. 

AFRICOM said it is using 
a “hub-and-spoke” concept in 
which large military and com¬ 
mercial aircraft transport aid to 
a hub in the capital of Maputo. 
From there, smaller military 
aircraft transport aid to outlying 
areas where supplies can be de¬ 
livered to affected communities. 

“Our efforts reflect the values 
of our nation,” AFRICOM boss 
Gen. Thomas Waldhauser said in 
the statement. “We are commit¬ 
ted to our African partners while 
helping to ensure the security and 
stability of the region.” 

AFRICOM’s Combined Joint 
Task Force-Horn of Africa, 
headquartered in Djibouti, is 
leading the military’s efforts in 
Mozambique. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 

Twitter: (i)]ohn_vandiver 


Clarification 

Because of a computer error, 
an article published Tuesday 
about the military allowing 
uniformed troops to wear ap¬ 
proved air-filtering masks 
in South Korea omitted key 
details. The masks must be 
solid black and must cover the 
mouth and nose but not ears or 
eyes. Masks certified as KF-94 
or higher by the Korean Min¬ 


istry of Food and Drug safety 
also are authorized under the 
new policy. 

Correction 

An article published Tues¬ 
day incorrectly reported the 
number of miles of wire bar¬ 
riers recently placed by troops 
along the border with Mexi¬ 
co. The barriers extend 180 
miles. 



CoRBAN LuNDBORc/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Air Force Master Sgt. Patrick Wagnon unloads a World Food Program pallet from a C-130J Hercules at 
Maputo International Airport, Mozambique, on Saturday. 


Cyclone death toll rises; cholera spreads 


Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG — Authori¬ 
ties say the death toll in Mozam¬ 
bique from last month’s cyclone 
has risen to 598 while humani¬ 
tarian workers race to contain a 
cholera outbreak in the storm’s 
wake. 

The World Health Organization 


says at least 1,052 cholera cases 
have been reported by Mozam¬ 
bique’s Health Ministry, includ¬ 
ing one death. 

The acute diarrheal disease 
has been spreading in the hard- 
hit city of Beira and its half-mil¬ 
lion residents since the outbreak 
was declared last week. 

Some 900,000 oral cholera vac¬ 


cines have arrived in Beira for 
the launch of a vaccination cam¬ 
paign later this week. Scores of 
thousands of people in the region 
have no access to clean water, and 
cholera cases are now reported 
outside Beira. 

Cyclone Idai also killed at least 
259 people in neighboring Zimba¬ 
bwe and at least 56 in Malawi. 
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Cobra Ball arrives on Okinawa 
amid fears of N. Korean tests 



Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


An RC-135S Cobra Ball reconnaissance aircraft like this one shown 
at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb., in 2015 has reportedly arrived on 
Okinawa amid concerns about possible North Korean activity. 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AyA IcHIHASHI 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— A U.S. reconnaissance aircraft 
that specializes in surveilling 
and collecting data on ballistic 
missiles has arrived on Okina¬ 
wa amid fears that North Korea 
may be planning to resume test 
launches. 

An Air Force RC-135S Cobra 
Ball landed at Kadena Air Base 
on Saturday evening, according 
to Satoru Kuba, an Okinawan 
who monitors military aircraft 
traffic for Japan’s Fuji Television. 
The 135-foot-long, Cold War-era 
aircraft was parked in a han¬ 
gar and was still at Kadena as of 
Tuesday. 

North Korea has rebuilt a 
launch site at Sohae that it had 
partially dismantled as part of 
disarmament steps last year, ac¬ 
cording to recent satellite images. 
However, the Cobra Ball’s de¬ 
ployment could also be related to 
flooding at Offutt Air Force Base, 
Neb., where the Air Force’s three 


Cobra Ball aircraft are perma¬ 
nently based. 

All Cobra Balls are operated 
by the Air Force’s 55th Wing and 
manned by crews from the 45th 
Reconnaissance and 97th Intelli¬ 
gence squadrons, according to an 
Air Force website. 

Kuba said the aircraft stopped 
in Europe, the Middle East, Diego 
Garcia and Indonesia before ar¬ 
riving in Japan. He said the rest 
of the 55th Wing deployed to Mac- 
Dill Air Force Base, Fla. 

Kadena officials declined to 
comment on the deployment due 
to operational security, accord¬ 
ing to an email signed Tuesday 
afternoon by the Media Section 
of 18th Wing Public Affairs. The 
message said the Cobra Ball is 
also operated by the 82nd Recon¬ 
naissance Squadron, a tenant unit 
of the base. 

Masashi Katsuren, a spokes¬ 
man for Japan’s Okinawa De¬ 
fense Bureau, which represents 
the Ministry of Defense on Oki¬ 
nawa, told Stars and Stripes the 
bureau had not been informed of 


the aircraft’s presence. 

The Cobra Ball’s deployment 
to Okinawa comes on the heels of 
a second summit between Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un in 
Hanoi, Vietnam, in February. 
Negotiations collapsed abruptly, 
with Trump saying the North had 
demanded too much in the way of 
sanctions relief 

Reuters reported last week that 
Trump had given Kim a list of 
demands that included handing 
over nuclear weapons and bomb 
fuel to the United States. 

North Korea later warned that 
it was considering ending talks 
over its nuclear program and 
canceling a moratorium on mis¬ 
sile testing. 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
said last month that the Trump 
administration expected Kim to 
keep his word not to do so. 

The Cobra Ball flies missions 
on behalf of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and is equipped with “a 
sophisticated array of optical 
and electronic sensors, record¬ 
ing media and communications 


equipment,” the Air Force web¬ 
site said. 

“The RC-135S ... is a national 
asset uniquely suited to provide 
America’s leaders and defense 
community with vital informa¬ 
tion that cannot be obtained by 
any other source,” it said. “This 
data is critical to arms treaty 
compliance verification and de¬ 
velopment of U.S. strategic de¬ 
fense and theater missile defense 
concepts.” 

The Cobra Ball’s crew is gener¬ 


ally composed of — at a minimum 
— two pilots, a navigator, three 
electronic warfare officers, two 
airborne systems engineers and 
at least two airborne mission spe¬ 
cialists, the website said. 

The aircraft can trace its lin¬ 
eage to a modified C-135 first 
flown in 1961, but it was first 
flown in its current form in 
March 1972. 

iiuFke'.rhSt@sfripes.com 

ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 


Exercises: Allies discussing eventual transfer of wartime operational control 



Courtesy of South Korean Defense Ministry 


Acting Defense Secretary Pat Shanahan, left, met with his South 
Korean counterpart, Jeong Kyeong-doo, in Washington on Monday. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

the drills a rehearsal for an in¬ 
vasion — would hurt military 
readiness. 

“I don’t think we’re scaling 
back exercises. I think we’re 
building capability up,” he said 
Monday as he welcomed South 
Korean Defense Minister Jeong 
Kyeong-doo with an enhanced 
honor cordon at the Pentagon. 

Key Resolve and Foal Eagle 
featured tens of thousands of U.S. 
and South Korean troops, includ¬ 
ing many who came from other 
countries to practice so-called 
decapitation plans and other sce¬ 
narios targeting the North Kore¬ 
an regime. 

By contrast, the militaries have 
not revealed details about the 
number of participants or about 
the computer-simulated drills 
held in March. 

Shanahan and Jeong also 
stressed that they were working 


toward the eventual transfer of 
wartime operational control from 
the United States to the South Ko¬ 
reans. Currently, the Americans 
would lead joint operations if war 
broke out. 

“As we do operational control 
and transfer, we want to make 


sure that there are no gaps or 
seams and that we continue to 
build on these exercises,” Sha¬ 
nahan said. “We’re going to talk 
about the September exercises 
and the lessons learned from 
these ones in March.” 

Joint military exercises have 


long been the lynchpin in the U.S.- 
South Korean alliance, which 
was forged in the 1950-53 Korean 
War that ended in an armistice 
instead of a peace treaty. 

Some 28,500 U.S. troops are 
stationed on the divided peninsu¬ 
la, principally to guard against a 
possible invasion from the North. 

President Donald Trump an¬ 
nounced that he was suspending 
the drills, which he said were 
“very expensive” and “provoca¬ 
tive,” after his first summit with 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un on June 12 in Singapore. 

He reiterated that sentiment 
after the second summit between 
the two leaders collapsed without 
agreement on Feb. 28 in Hanoi, 
Vietnam. 

U.S. commanders insist they 
have been able to adjust by revis¬ 
ing the drills. 

Gen. Robert Abrams, who com¬ 
mands U.S. Forces Korea as well 


as the Combined Forces Com¬ 
mand and the United Nations 
Command, was quoted as telling 
the defense chiefs during a brief¬ 
ing in Washington that Dong- 
maeng had “strengthened their 
combined defense and readiness 
posture and contributed to the 
groundwork for the transition of 
wartime operational control.” 

Shanahan and Jeong also reaf¬ 
firmed that the alliance between 
their two countries is “ironclad” 
and “ready to face an evolving se¬ 
curity environment,” according 
to a Defense Department readout 
of their meeting. 

“They also pledged to enhance 
coordination and cooperation in 
various areas including informa¬ 
tion-sharing pertaining to North 
Korean issues, such as North Ko¬ 
rean nuclear and missile activi¬ 
ties,” it said. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


China’s state-run newspaper blames US for tensions in Taiwan Strait 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

In a retort to Taiwan, a state- 
run newspaper in China on 
Monday reported that flights by 
Chinese fighter jets through the 
Taiwan Strait over the weekend 
were a message meant for the 
United States. 

Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs announced Sunday on 
Twitter that two Chinese air 
force J-11 jets “violated the long- 
held tacit agreement by crossing 


the median line of the Taiwan 
Strait.” 

“It was an intentional, reckless 
and provocative action,” the min¬ 
istry tweeted. “We’ve informed 
regional partners and condemn 
China for such behavior.” 

On Monday, the state-run 
Global Times in Beijing quoted 
an anonymous Chinese military 
expert who dismissed Taiwan’s 
concerns and aimed his remarks 
instead at Washington. 

“Taiwan is not worth target¬ 
ing anymore. All of our military 


strength is used to tell the U.S. 
to stop where it should stop,” the 
newspaper quoted the anony¬ 
mous expert as saying. “The 
island of Taiwan causes trouble 
because the U.S. supports it. 
When the U.S. calms down, it 
will calm down.” 

The median line divides the 
approximately 100-mile-wide 
strait that separates mainland 
China from Taiwan. 

China rarely sends its forces 
across the median line, although 
it did so frequently in the 1980s 


and ’90s, according to a report in 
the Japan Times. 

On Monday, Taiwan President 
Tsai Ing-wen said on her Face- 
book page that the Chinese jets 
crossed back to China’s side after 
the Taiwanese air force scram¬ 
bled its own jets to warn them 
away. 

Tsai in a Facebook post said 
she instructed the Taiwanese air 
force to “stage a forceful expul¬ 
sion ... against any provocation 
by incursion of the median line,” 
according to the South China 


Morning Post on Monday. 

A Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman denied knowledge of 
the reported median crossover 
during a daily press briefing 
Monday, according to a transcript 
of the briefing. 

Tsai tweeted Monday she would 
“resolutely protect Taiwan’s se¬ 
curity and sovereignty” in a post 
that included a picture of five 
fighter jets. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitiinDoornbos 
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Camp Humphreys 
golf club opens 
after many delays 



By Matt Keeler 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — A vast 18-hole golf 
course has opened on Camp 
Humphreys, a milestone in the 
much-delayed expansion of the 
Army garrison that houses the 
US. military’s new headquarters 
in South Korea. 

The 225-acre course, which 
began operations Monday, is the 
long-awaited replacement for 
the 29-year-old Sung Nam Golf 
Course and the driving range 
on Seoul’s Yongsan Garrison, 
which discontinued operations in 
November. 

“This project is a long time 
coming to fruition,” said Col. 
Scott Mueller, Humphreys’ com¬ 
mander. “It took the efforts of a 


number of people and organiza¬ 
tions to bring this level of golf to 
Camp Humphreys. 

“Since I took command in June 
of 2017,1 have gotten more ques¬ 
tions from the community about 
when this project was going to 
open than anything else, to in¬ 
clude the hospital,” he told Stars 
and Stripes. 

Nearly $47 million was spent 
on the River Bend Golf Club, ac¬ 
cording to a report obtained last 
month from the local Army Corps 
of Engineers. 

Funding came from the $10.7 
billion relocation program bud¬ 
get, primarily paid for by the 
South Korean government. 

The par-72 course was de¬ 
signed by Robert Trent Jones II, 
who has another seven courses 
across South Korea and hundreds 


more award-winning courses 
worldwide. 

“We aim to make sure that 
River Bend is not just some place 
you come to play golf but where 
you come to experience the 
game,” Mueller said. “This is a 
golfing experience that will chal¬ 
lenge every level of golfer.” 

The installation and relocation 
project have been plagued with 
delays since the United States and 
South Korea agreed in 2004 to 
relocate most US. servicemem- 
bers, their families and civilian 
contractors south of Seoul. 


The sod that runs throughout 
the course was laid nearly three 
years ago, and the unfinished 
Brian Allgood Army Community 
Hospital and Ambulatory Care 
Center broke ground in Novem¬ 
ber of 2012. 

Approximately 28,500 US. 
servicemembers are stationed 
in South Korea, which remains 
technically at war with the North 
after their 1950-53 conflict ended 
in an armistice instead of a peace 
treaty. 

keeler.matthewiastripes.com 


Japan solidifies defenses with 3 additional bases 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AyA IcHIHASHI 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— Japan solidified defenses in 
its southern island chain late last 
month with the addition of three 
military bases aimed at providing 
a quicker response to “natural di¬ 
sasters or any emergencies.” 

The Japan Ground Self-De¬ 
fense Force bases were officially 
activated March 26 at Miyako 
Island, which is part of Okinawa 
prefecture, and in two spots on 
Kagoshima prefecture’s Amami 
Oshima island, Japan’s Ministry 
of Defense announced last month. 
Tokyo is also in the process of 
launching a new command on 
Ishigaki island, roughly 150 miles 
east of Taiwan. 

The bases are designed to shore 
up the Ryukyu Islands — also 
called the Nansei Islands—which 
run south from Japan’s four main 
islands toward Taiwan. 

“The Nansei Islands are the 
front line of our defense and about 


[750 miles] long,” Defense Minis¬ 
ter Takeshi Iwaya told reporters 
on March 26. “Therefore, we are 
trying to fill the gap by deploy¬ 
ing our servicemembers in these 
I regions. By 
filling these 
blank spots 
with new 
commands, 
we are cer¬ 
tain that in 
case of natu¬ 
ral disasters 
or any emer¬ 
gencies, they 
can respond 
quickly.” 

The new Miyako garrison has 
380 troops, JGSDF spokesman 
Takayuki Seo told Stars and 
Stripes on Monday. Plans call for 
the base to expand to up to 800 
servicemembers. 

The Amami garrison, which 
is north of Okinawa but south 
of Japan’s main islands, has 350 
troops, and Setouchi, which is 
also on Amami Oshima, has an¬ 
other 210, said JGSDF 8th Divi¬ 



sion spokesman Hironori Endo. 
Beyond responding to natural 
disasters, Endo said, troops are 
there to “keep the peace.” 

The move may also be related 
to China, which has become in¬ 
creasingly antagonistic in the 
Indo-Pacific in recent years as its 
military has modernized and ex¬ 
panded along with its burgeoning 
economic might. 

Japan Air Self-Defense Force 
jets scrambled Saturday to in¬ 
tercept four Chinese H-6 bomb¬ 
ers, a Tu-154 reconnaissance 
plane and possibly two fighter 
jets that entered Japanese ter¬ 
ritorial airspace, flying between 
Okinawa’s main island and Mi¬ 
yako, the Defense Ministry said 
in a statement. 

Four Chinese military vessels 
entered Japan’s territorial wa¬ 
ters on two separate occasions in 
March, Japan’s Coast Guard said 
on its website. 

Japan’s territorial waters ex¬ 
tend 12 nautical miles from the 
low-water line along the coast, 
according to the United Nations 


Convention on the Law of the 
Sea. 

Chinese military vessels also 
entered Japan’s contiguous zone, 
which represents the 12 nauti¬ 
cal miles out from its territorial 
waters, on 14 separate occasions 
in March, according to the coast 
guard. There were four Chinese 
violations of Japan’s territorial 
waters in February and another 
12 in January, the coast guard’s 
website said. 

Chinese officials have also 
made public claims on Japan’s 
uninhabited but resource-rich 
Senkaku islands and on Okinawa 
itself 

In response, Japan has an¬ 
nounced plans to develop and 
deploy large underwater drones 
to monitor its remote islands in 
the coming years, along with su¬ 
personic glide bombs that can 
be launched from their island 
holdings to deter attacks in the 
region. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 


Soldier dies from gunshot during Alaska live-fire training 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

An airborne infantryman was 
fatally shot Saturday during an 
exercise in the Donnelly Training 
Area near Fort Greely, Alaska, 
the Army said Monday. 

Spc. Nicholas Peter DiMona 
III, 20, assigned to the Army’s 
4th Infantry Brigade Combat 
Team (Airborne), 25th Infantry 


Division, died from a gunshot 
wound during live-fire training 
with his unit, the Army said in a 
statement. 

Medical personnel on site pro¬ 
vided immediate care, and Di- 
Mona was airlifted by medevac 
helicopter to Fairbanks Memo¬ 
rial Hospital, where he was pro¬ 
nounced dead, the Army said. 

Fort Greely is about 100 miles 
southeast of Fairbanks. 


His death is being investigated, 
the Army said. 

DiMona was from Medford 
Lakes, N.J., and joined the Army 
in July 2017. He trained at Fort 
Benning, Ga., before reporting to 
Joint Base Elmendorf-Richard- 
son, Alaska, in April 2018, the 
Army said. His awards included 
the Army Achievement Medal, 
National Defense Service Medal, 
Army Service Ribbon and the 


parachutist badge. 

“Nick was an outstanding para¬ 
trooper with an infectious per¬ 
sonality and an uncanny desire 
to excel no matter the challenge,” 
Col. Jason Jones, brigade com¬ 
mander, said in the statement. 

“He will be missed by the en¬ 
tire Spartan Brigade. Our hearts 
and prayers go out to his family.” 

olson.wyatt@strlpes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Marine pilots 
killed in helo 
crash are ID’d 

Associated Press 

YUMA, Ariz. — The names of 
two Marine pilots who died in a 
helicopter crash during a train¬ 
ing mission in southwestern 
Arizona were released Monday 
as the crash remained under 
investigation. 

U.S. Marine Corps officials 
identified the dead pilots as Mqj. 
Matthew M. Wiegand, 34, of Am¬ 
bler, Pa., and Capt. Travis W. 
Brannon, 30, of Nashville, Tenn. 

They said the AH-IZ Viper 
crashed about 8:45 p.m. Satur¬ 
day on the vast Marine Corps Air 
Station Yuma training grounds 
while the pilots were conducting 
a training 
mission 
as part of 
a weap¬ 
ons and 
tactical 
instructor 
course. 

Offi¬ 
cials said 
Wiegand 
held quali¬ 
fications 
in the AH- 
IZ Viper 
and AH- 
IW Super 
Cobra, 


It is a 

somber day 
for the entire 
Marine Air 
Ground 
Task Force 
Training 
Command 
as we 
mourn this 
tremendous 
I ioss.^ 

Brig. Gen. Roger and Bran- 
B. Turner Jr. non was 

Marine Air Ground attending 
Task Force Training the semi- 
Command annual 
weapons 

and tactics instructor course 
hosted by the Yuma base. 

“It is a somber day for the en¬ 
tire Marine Air Ground Task 
Force Training Command as we 
mourn this tremendous loss,” 
Brig. Gen. Roger B. Turner Jr., a 
commanding general at the base 
in Twentynine Palms, Calif 
Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey or¬ 
dered flags to be lowered to half- 
staff Tuesday. 

Wiegand, who joined the Ma¬ 
rines in 2008, was assigned to the 
Marine Aviation Weapons and 
Tactics Squadron One in Yuma. 
His previous duty stations includ¬ 
ed the Naval Air Station in Pen¬ 
sacola, Fla.; the Marine Corps 
Base Camp in Pendleton, Calif, 
and the Marine Corps Air Station 
in Yuma. Marine officials said he 
previously deployed in support of 
a Unit Deployment Program in 
Okinawa, Japan, and his personal 
decorations included the Navy 
and Marine Corps Achievement 
Medal with a gold star. 

Brannon was assigned to the 
Marine Light Attack Helicopter 
Squadron 367, Marine Aircraft 
Group 24, 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing, in Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii. 
His previous duty stations in¬ 
cluded Naval Air Station Pensac¬ 
ola, Marine Corps Base Camp in 
Pendleton and Marine Corps Air 
Station in Kaneohe Bay. 

Brannon also participated in 
Marine Rotational Force Darwin 
in Northern Territory, Austra¬ 
lia, and his personal decorations 
included the Global War on Ter¬ 
rorism Service Medal and Sea 
Service Deployment Ribbon. 
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Courtesy of NATO 


President Donald Trump, left; NATO Secretary-General Jens StoHenberg, center; and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel walk with other leaders during a NATO meeting in Brussels in 2017. Observers say a 
chief concern as NATO turns 70 is the tension between the U.S. and Germany. 

70th: Germany’s budget below NATO’s target 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

NATO is at a turning point, 
and its durability over decades 
shouldn’t be taken for granted, 
said Heather Conley, director 
of the Europe program at the 
Center for Strategic and Inter¬ 
national Studies in Washington. 
While allies will be “swimming 
in nostalgia” this week, there has 
been an “erosion of credibility of 
America’s security guarantees,” 
she said. 

“We are not going back to the 
way it was,” Conley said. “The 
stakes are absolutely enormous, 
and this anniversary gives us 
an opportunity to reflect on how 
enormous they are.” 

A chief concern, according 
to NATO observers, is that the 
source of tension is mainly com¬ 
ing from two of the alliance’s 
most important member states: 
the U.S. and Germany. 

Berlin’s refusal to meet a NATO 
defense spending target of 2% of 
gross domestic product by 2024 
has provoked accusations that 
Europe’s economic powerhouse 
is a security free-rider. The criti¬ 
cism has intensified to new levels 
under Trump. 

German budget plans unveiled 
last month also reveal that mili¬ 
tary spending as a share of GDP 
is projected to be lower than ex¬ 
pected — declining from 1.37 in 
2020 to 1.25 by 2023, German 
media reported. That drew a 
fresh rebuke from U.S. Ambas¬ 
sador to Germany Richard Gren- 
ell, who said such a move was 
“unacceptable.” 

Wolfgang Ischinger, a former 
ambassador in the United States 
who now chairs the Munich Secu¬ 
rity Conference, said Germany’s 
backtracking on its NATO com¬ 
mitments risks further escalation 
with Washington. 

“It is said that we will not 
achieve NATO’s goal of spending 
2% of the gross domestic product 
on defense — we do not even want 
it anymore,” Ischinger told the 
Die Welt newspaper on Monday. 


“We underestimate the frustra¬ 
tion of our 1.5% announcement in 
Washington and Brussels.” 

If the U.S. were to abandon 
NATO, Germany would be “com¬ 
pletely blind, deaf and defense¬ 
less,” Ischinger said. 

Partly in response to such con¬ 
cerns, Germany and some other 
European allies have sought to 
reduce their military dependence 
on America. 

French President Emmanuel 
Macron and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel last year agreed to 
sharply increase military cooper¬ 
ation. In January, Ursula von der 
Leyen, the German defense min¬ 
ister, declared that a European 
army “is already taking shape,” 
though the details are unclear. 

The differences between Berlin 
and Washington don’t end with 
defense spending. The Trump ad¬ 
ministration has blasted Germa¬ 
ny over its Nord Stream 2 gas line 
project with Russia, and there are 
deep disagreements over how to 
resolve America’s trade imbal¬ 
ance with Germany. 

Pressure over such issues was 
building well before the arrival of 
Trump. 

“But we are allowing them to 
fester and deepen,” Conley said. 
“The approach Trump is taking 
rhetorically is causing the Ger¬ 
man public to go in the opposite 
direction.” 

Germany talks up the value 
of NATO, “but there is no doubt 
that Germany is undermining 
alliance solidarity in its backing 
away from the 2%. It’s a really big 
problem for the alliance,” said 
John R. Deni, a NATO expert at 
the U.S. Army War College. “But 
the browbeating from Trump 
only gets you so far — it actually 
generates its own antibodies.” 

Trump’s rhetoric has stoked 
fears that he wants to pull Amer¬ 
ica out of the trans-Atlantic 
military bloc. It also has raised 
concerns that adversaries, name¬ 
ly Russia, could begin to view the 
alliance as a paper tiger — even 


though the talk has coincided 
with the U.S. military expanding 
its mission in Europe. 

Former U.S. ambassadors 
to NATO Nicholas Burns and 
Douglas Lute, in a report dubbed 
“NATO at Seventy: An Alliance 
in Crisis,” concluded that the 
military pact that formed dur¬ 
ing the Cold War faces “one of 
its most difficult crises in seven 
decades.” 

“NATO’s single greatest chal¬ 
lenge is the absence of strong, 
principled American presidential 
leadership for the first time in its 
history. President Donald Trump 
is regarded widely in NATO capi¬ 
tals as the alliance’s most urgent, 
and often most difficult, prob¬ 
lem,” Lute and Burns wrote. 

Stoltenberg, speaking Monday 
with reporters at his Brussels 
headquarters, downplayed the 
tensions. 

“We have to be frank and rec¬ 
ognize that there are disagree¬ 
ments between NATO allies. 
There is no way anyone can deny 
that,” Stoltenberg said. “But this 
is not the first time we see differ¬ 
ences between NATO allies. That 
has been part of our history for 
decades. 

“The strength of NATO is that 
despite these differences we have 
always been able to unite around 
our core task, and that is to pro¬ 
tect and defend each other.” 


US: Turkey is out 
of F-35 program 
over Russia issue 

Ankara told to cancel air defense buy 


By Karen DeYoung 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The United 
States has suspended Turkey’s 
participation in the F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter jet program until 
Ankara cancels its planned pur¬ 
chase of a sophisticated Russian 
air defense system, the Pentagon 
said Monday. 

“We have ... been clear that ac¬ 
quisition of the (Russian) S-400 is 
not compatible with the F-35,” ac¬ 
cording to a statement by Lt. Col. 
Mike Andrews, a Defense Depart¬ 
ment spokesman. “We very much 
regret the current situation ... but 
the DOD is taking prudent steps 
to protect the shared investments 
made in our critical technology.” 

The move is the most direct 
U.S. response yet to a worsen¬ 
ing dispute with Turkey over its 
purchase of the Russian system, 
which both the Trump adminis¬ 
tration and NATO have said would 
compromise the technology of the 
new-generation stealth fighter. 
It comes as the U.S. and NATO 
member Turkey are locked in a 
dispute over Syria, and the day 
after Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan’s party lost con¬ 
trol of m^or cities in hard-fought 
local elections. 

The Pentagon order stops all 
“deliveries and activities” re¬ 
lated to Turkey’s purchase of 100 
of the next-generation stealth 
fighters. Turkey already has of¬ 
ficially taken delivery of two of 
the planes, but the aircraft have 
remained in the U.S. while Turk¬ 
ish pilots are being trained. 

Turkey is also one of the co¬ 
producers of the $85 million jet, 
responsible for the manufacture 
of key components of the fuse¬ 
lage and cockpit. Last year, when 
U.S. lawmakers first threatened 
to block Turkey’s participation in 
the F-35 program, then-Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis objected, 
saying it could delay production 
lines by up to two years. 

Monday’s statement indicated 
that the Defense Department was 
prepared to take that step; the 


INJURED? 

CmUAN WORKERS 

(INCLUDING NON-US CITIZENS) 

KNOW AND PROTECT YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS 
D.B.A./N.A.F. ATTORNEYS 


www.injuredoverseas.com 


Phone: 954.920.7400 US Toll Free: 888.732.7425 


LAW OFFICES OF BARNETT & LERNER, P.A. 
: FREE CONSULTATION 


Pentagon said it was developing 
“secondary sources of supply for 
Turkish-produced parts.” 

Last week, a bipartisan group 
of senators introduced legislation 
prohibiting the transfer of any F- 
35s to Turkey. The bill, co-spon¬ 
sored by Sens. James Lankford, 
R-Okla.; Thom Tillis, R-N.C.; 
Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H.; and 
Chris Van Hollen, D-Md., said 
Turkey’s S-400 purchase not only 
risked NATO security but was a 
violation of a 2017 law threaten¬ 
ing sanctions for any allied pur¬ 
chase of sophisticated Russian 
technology. 

In recent weeks, senior Trump 
administration officials had spec¬ 
ulated that Erdogan was refusing 
to back down on the S-400 pur¬ 
chase to present a tough national 
security stance in the run-up 
to the local elections. They ex¬ 
pressed hope that he would soften 
his position after the vote. 

But Friday, Turkish Foreign 
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said 
that “this agreement is a done 
deal.” 
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Wilson: More USAF 
squadrons needed 
to meet demands 



Carlos BoNcioANNi/Stars and Stripes 


Gen. Tod D. Wolters, left, and Gen. Stephen J. Townsend prepare to testify Tuesday during a Senate 
Armed Services Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washin^on. 

2 command nominees tell panel 
Russia, China are major threats 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Outgoing 
Air Force Secretary Heather Wil¬ 
son told a House congressional 
panel Tuesday that the service’s 
number of squadrons needs to 
grow another 25 percent to meet 
increasing demands around the 
world. 

Wilson, who was appointed 
Tuesday to become the next pres¬ 
ident of the University of Texas 
at El Paso, warned the House 
Armed Services Committee that 
US. Air Force squadrons are 
not on pace to meet great-power 
threats of Russia and China. 

Wilson said the Air Force has 
to increase to 386 squadrons to 
meet mission demands. By com¬ 
parison, the Air Force had 401 
squadrons at the start of the Gulf 
War in 1990. 

“We are too small for what the 
nation is asking us to do,” Wilson 
told the lawmakers. “Today, we 
have 312 operational squadrons. 
The Air Force we need has 386 
operational squadrons.... It is not 
unreasonable given the threats 
that we face that we need to build 
a larger and more capable Air 
Force.” 

The comments were part of 
a hearing to defend the budget 
requests for the Army and Air 
Force. The Army is requesting 
$182.3 billion for its fiscal year 
2020 budget, while the Air Force 
is requesting $156.3 billion. 

It’s part of an overall Trump 
administration request for fiscal 
year 2020 of about $750 billion for 
the national security budget that 
includes the Pentagon and other 
agencies, such as the Energy De¬ 
partment. Of that, the Pentagon is 
seeking $718.3 billion for the new 
fiscal year, which begins Oct. 1. 

Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., 
chairman of the House Armed 
Services Committee, expressed 
skepticism at Wilson’s state¬ 
ments that the Air Force must 
see 25 percent growth to meet 
the challenges from near-peer 
competitors. 

Smith said, for example. Trump 
administration officials last year 
signaled a national security bud¬ 
get below $733 billion would 
present an “unacceptable level of 
risk.” But now that the adminis¬ 


tration is pitching a $750 billion 
national security budget for 2020, 
the threshold for this same level 
of risk is higher, the congressman 
noted. 

“That’s a hell of a lot of money, 
certainly a lot more than a lot of 
our adversaries spend,” Smith 
said. “You cannot eliminate risk.” 

Wilson said the service rec¬ 
ognizes the American taxpayer 
might not be able to afford an 
aggressive leap in Air Force 
funding. 

“We fully recognize that there 
are trade-offs that are made and 
that the country may not be able 
to afford the Air Force that we 
need in order to execute the Na¬ 
tional Defense Strategy at moder¬ 
ate levels of risk,” she said. “That 
gap ... represents risk, and that 
risk is that we will not be able to 
accomplish the objectives that the 
combatant commanders have set 
out in their plans.” 

Wilson’s warning comes on the 
same day the University of Texas 
at El Paso board of regents for¬ 
mally appointed her to the role of 
president. She became the sole fi¬ 
nalist for the job last month. 

Some lawmakers and other 
military officials lauded and 
chided Wilson for the move dur¬ 
ing Tuesday’s hearing. 

“She is choosing to be a Texan, 
and all of you could take a hint with 
that good judgment,” joked Texas 
Rep. Mac Thornberry, ranking 
Republican on the committee. 

Army Secretary Mark Esper, 
Gen. Mark Milley, the Army’s 
chief of staff, and Gen. David 
Goldfein, the Air Force’s chief of 
staff, also testified. 

On Tuesday, Esper and Milley 
reiterated comments made before 
a Senate Armed Services Com¬ 
mittee hearing last week. They 
said more than half of the Ar¬ 
my’s brigade combat teams have 
achieved top levels of prepared¬ 
ness to fight a mqjor ground war 
and could reach full readiness 
goals by 2022. 

“We have a ways to go, a lot of 
work to do,” Milley told lawmak¬ 
ers. “And we appreciate your con¬ 
tinued support.” 

grisales.claudia(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: ©cgrisales 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

The nominee to serve as the 
next head of US. European Com¬ 
mand said Tuesday he wants 
more troops on the Continent, as 
well as two additional Navy de¬ 
stroyers in the theater and an up¬ 
graded logistics network to speed 
forces east in the event of a con¬ 
flict with Russia. 

Another top priority will be to 
continue improving infrastruc¬ 
ture in Eastern Europe, such as 
rail lines, to “ensure we can close 
on the enemy at a faster pace,” 
Air Force Gen. Tod Wolters said 
during Senate testimony. 

If confirmed by the Senate, 
Wolters, who leads the Air Force 
in Europe and Africa, would re¬ 
place retiring Army Gen. Curtis 
M. Scaparrotti in the dual role of 
EUCOM boss and NATO supreme 
allied commander in Europe. 
Wolters testified alongside Army 
Gen. Stephen J. Townsend, who 
is nominated to serve as the next 
US. Africa Command chief 

Both generals, whose pro¬ 
spective headquarters will be in 
Stuttgart, Germany, highlighted 
Russia as a top concern, along 
with China. While China has 
been active in Africa for years, 
Russia also is expanding efforts, 
with military advisers operating 
in places like the Central African 
Republic. 

“I think [the Russians] are after 
access and influence to our detri¬ 
ment,” said Townsend, who cur¬ 
rently serves as the head of the 


US. Army Training and Doctrine 
Command. Russia’s main motives 
are “exploitative,” Townsend said, 
with a focus on mineral extrac¬ 
tion and arms sales. 

In the case of China, lawmak¬ 
ers expressed concern about its 
first overseas base in Djibouti, 
a small East African country 
where the US. also has its main 
military hub. 

Sen. James Inhofe, the Re¬ 
publican chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, said 
he was worried China was in¬ 
volved in secretive underground 
work at its base. “You have to 
wonder what they are up to in 
Djibouti,” Inhofe said. 

“I don’t know what is beneath 
their base, but I will make it a 
point to find out,” Townsend said 
in response. 

The challenge for AFRICOM 
will be to balance efforts to coun¬ 
ter Russia and China’s growing 
influence with a need to remain 
focused on counterterrorism ef¬ 
forts, Townsend said. 

The military is in the process 
of scaling back the overall size of 
its special operations force in Af¬ 
rica, but pressure must continue 
to be applied, he said. “We can’t 
let off the gas on these violent ex¬ 
tremists,” Townsend said. 

In Somalia, the U.S. has steadi¬ 
ly intensified military operations, 
including airstrikes against mili¬ 
tants there. When asked whether 
the U.S. involvement meant it was 
at war in Somalia, Townsend said 
no. 

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D- 


Mass., disagreed with Townsend. 

“Make no mistake, we are at 
war in Somalia,” said Warren, 
who called for a new strategy in 
the country. 

Meanwhile, Wolters said he 
had concerns beyond just Russia 
in Europe. China has stepped up 
its investments in ports across 
the Continent and Beijing has its 
eye on investing in an airfield in 
Greenland. 

“This gives us great pause,” 
Wolters said. “We must remain 
concerned.” 

Wolters concurred with Scap- 
arrotti’s position that if NATO 
ally Turkey moves forward with 
a Russian missile defense system, 
it should not be allowed to acquire 
U.S. F-35S. 

Managing the US.’ complicat¬ 
ed relationship with Turkey con¬ 
sumes about 65% of Scaparrotti’s 
time, Wolters said. The two ad¬ 
ditional destroyers, which would 
join naval assets in Spain, Italy 
and elsewhere in the theater, 
would help the Navy cover more 
area at a time when Russia has 
increased its operations, particu¬ 
larly in the Mediterranean Sea. 

While Wolters said the U.S. 
military advantage in Europe had 
eroded, an increase in spending is 
beginning to reverse that trend. 

If EUCOM’s plan to enhance 
combat readiness continues, 
Wolters said, it will have regained 
much of its advantage over Rus¬ 
sia by the mid-2020s. 

vandiver.johniastripes.com 
Twitter: @iohn_vandiver 



STARSti STRIPES. 

MonUicMililMy Child 


Celebrate by reading their stories! 

Find the Stories: militarychild^stnpes.com 

















Wednesday, April 3,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page? 


NATION _ 

Trump may defer push for a GOP health plan 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump is suggesting he 
will defer until after 2020 his 
push for a Republican health care 
plan to replace the Affordable 
Care Act. 

Trump tweeted late Monday 
that Congress will vote on a GOP 
plan after the elections, “when 
Republicans hold the Senate & 
win back the House.” 

Republicans were cool after 
Trump surprised them last week 
with an unexpected pivot to the 


issue and his claims the GOP will 
be the party of health care. They 
don’t yet have a comprehensive 
plan to replace the law, known as 
“Obamacare.” 

Trump’s effort to repeal former 
President Barack Obama’s health 
care law narrowly failed in the 
Senate in 2017. While Republi¬ 
cans gained Senate seats last fall, 
there’s no indication that GOP 
senators want another fight over 
repealing “Obamacare,” particu¬ 
larly not those up for re-election 
next year. 


Health care, especially protec¬ 
tions for people with pre-existing 
conditions, resonates with voters 
and helped Democrats in the No¬ 
vember elections. 

According to AP VoteCast, a 
survey of more than 115,000 mid¬ 
term voters nationwide, nearly 4 
in 10 Democratic voters identi¬ 
fied health care as the most im¬ 
portant among a list of key issues. 
A Quinnipiac University poll last 
week found 55 percent of Ameri¬ 
cans supporting the improvement 
and not the replacement of the 


nation’s health care system. 

With Democrats controlling the 
House, any attempt to dismantle 
the law could not pass Congress. 

Still, Trump last week ap¬ 
peared to commit his party to a 
new push for a plan to replace the 
health law. 

“We are working very hard on 
that,” Trump said as he was head¬ 
ing out to a Michigan rally. 

He said Republicans “are 
going to work together to come 
up with something that’s really 
spectacular.” 


In his Monday tweets. Trump 
claimed Republicans are devel¬ 
oping a plan with cheaper premi¬ 
ums and deductibles that “will be 
truly great Healthcare that will 
work for America.” 

Challenges to the 2010 law are 
making their way through courts. 
Last week, the Trump administra¬ 
tion told a federal appeals court it 
wants the entire Affordable Care 
Act struck down, an outcome that 
could leave millions of people un¬ 
insured and reignite a winning 
political issue for Democrats. 


Disaster aid stalls in Senate 
amid fight over Puerto Rico 


By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 



Carlos Giusti/AP 


Ailianie Hernandez, 3, waits with her mother, Julianna Ageijo, to apply for nutritional 
assistance in Bayamon, Puerto Rico, on Friday. Financial relief for Puerto Rico is a 
sticking point in a fight in Congress over U.S. disaster aid. 


WASHINGTON — Senate Democrats 
on Monday blocked a Republican disaster 
aid bill, saying it doesn’t do enough to help 
hurricane-torn 

Puerto Rico. The move tossed into limbo 
long-sought relief for victims of hurri¬ 
canes, floods and western wildfires. 

The vote escalated a fight between Dem¬ 
ocrats and President Donald Trump, who 
opposes further rebuilding aid for the U.S. 
island territory, which was slammed by 
back-to-back hurricanes in 2017. 

The 44-49 vote fell short of a major¬ 
ity, much less the 60 votes required to 
overcome a Democratic filibuster. It sent 
GOP leaders back to the drawing board 
but seemed unlikely to kill disaster aid ef¬ 
forts outright, since there is much political 
support to send aid to Southern farmers, 
wildfire-ravaged California towns and 
Midwestern flood victims. 

Trump allies such as Sens. David Per¬ 
due, R-Ga., and Rick Scott, R-Fla., are 
among the strongest backers of the legis¬ 
lation, which has already faced significant 
delays. 

“We will get this done eventually,” Per¬ 
due said, promising relief to struggling 
farmers in his state. 

The path forward is not clear, but a lead¬ 
ing option is for the Senate to pass a much 
more narrowly drawn bill simply to get the 
issue into a House-Senate conference com¬ 
mittee. House Democrats insist the talks 
must produce a final measure with help 
for Puerto Rico. 

The amount of money in dispute is rela¬ 


tively small, but Trump feels antipathy 
toward Puerto Rico’s government, and 
Senate Republicans backed him up — for 
now — in denying Democratic demands 
for more aid to rebuild its badly damaged 
water systems and to ease the require¬ 
ment that Puerto Rico financially match 
a portion of the federal government’s aid 
contribution. 

Democrats say Trump has been slow 
to release funding already appropriated 
for Puerto Rico and has exhibited little 
urgency in helping the island. Trump 
poor-mouthed the island’s government at 
a meeting with Senate Republicans last 
week and suggested Puerto Rico has got¬ 
ten too much disaster help compared with 
states such as Texas, using inflated num¬ 
bers to make his case. 

“Just as we leave no soldier behind on 
the battlefield, we help our fellow Ameri¬ 
cans when there’s a disaster, wherever the 
disaster strikes. We do not abandon them. 
Period,” said Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y. 

Trump weighed in on Twitter on Mon¬ 
day to preemptively attack Democrats for 
blocking the measure. 

“Democrats should stop fighting Sen. 
David Perdue’s disaster relief bill. They 
are blocking funding and relief for our 
great farmers and rural America!” Trump 
tweeted. 

The $13.5 billion Senate measure mostly 
mirrors a $14.2 billion measure passed by 
the House in January, combining aid to 
Southern farmers, California communities 
devastated by last summer’s wildfire and 
hurricane-hit states such as Florida, Geor¬ 
gia and North Carolina. Hurricane-dam¬ 


aged military bases in Florida and North 
Carolina would receive rebuilding funds. 

Democrats want to add almost $700 mil¬ 
lion more to unlock further disaster aid for 
Puerto Rico and several states, including 
help to rebuild badly damaged water sys¬ 
tems. Democrats are also trying to force 
the administration to release billions of 
dollars in rebuilding funds that have al¬ 
ready been approved. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell said the measure is the fastest way to 
get aid to the hurricane-slammed South 
and the badly flooded Midwest, along with 
nutrition aid to Puerto Rico, where food 
stamp benefits have already been cut. 

“It’s our only sure path to making a law 


with anywhere near the urgency these 
Americans deserve. It is the only bill on 
the table with any provision for the Mid¬ 
west flooding,” McConnell said. “And it’s 
the only bill on the table that could earn 
a presidential signature in time to deliver 
urgent relief on the nutrition assistance in 
Puerto Rico.” 

The political momentum for the mea¬ 
sure — strongly backed by Trump’s allies 
in Georgia, Florida and North Carolina, 
among other states — has only been height¬ 
ened by massive flooding in Midwestern 
states such as Nebraska and Iowa, whose 
nominating caucuses are the first test for 
Democrats hoping to challenge Trump 
next year. 


President considers bringing on ‘border’ or ‘immigration czar’ 



Ryan Michalesko, The Dallas Morning News/AP 


Border Patrol agents guard a gate at 
what was a temporary holding facility for 
migrants in El P^so, Texas, on Sunday. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As he threatens to 
shut down the southern border. President 
Donald Trump is considering bringing on 
a “border” or “immigration czar” to coor¬ 
dinate immigration policy across various 
federal agencies, according to four people 
familiar with the discussions. 

Trump is weighing at least two potential 
candidates for the post: former Kansas 
Secretary of State Kris Kobach and former 
Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli, 
according to the people who spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity. 

Kobach and Cuccinelli are right conser¬ 
vatives with strong views on immigration. 


Cuccinelli was seen at the White House on 
Monday. 

The planning comes as Trump is threat¬ 
ening anew to close the US.-Mexico bor¬ 
der as soon as this week if Mexico does not 
completely halt illegal immigration into 
the U.S. 

Also, it serves as the latest sign that the 
president plans to continue to hammer his 
hard-line immigration rhetoric and poli¬ 
cies as he moves past the special counsel’s 
Russia investigation and works to rally 
his base heading into his 2020 reelection 
campaign. 

Aides hope the potential appointment, 
which they caution is still in the planning 
stages, would serve as the “face” of the 


administration on immigration issues and 
would placate both the president and his 
supporters, showing he is serious and tak¬ 
ing action. 

Kobach and Cuccinelli did not immedi¬ 
ately respond Monday to requests for com¬ 
ment. Kobach previously served as vice 
chair of the president’s short-lived election 
fraud commission, which was disbanded 
after finding little evidence of widespread 
abuse. 

A Department of Homeland Security of¬ 
ficial noted that White House czars have 
been appointed in the past when there has 
been an “urgent need” for sustained, inter¬ 
agency policy coordination. 
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Some Dems prefer fast pace 
as they engage in 2020 race 


NATION 


Pelosi says Biden 
should stop being 
so touchy-feely 



Chris Pizzello, Invision/AP 


Sens. Cory Booker, D-N.J., left, and Kamala Harris, D-Calif., both 
2020 presidential candidates, speak at the 50th annual NAACP 
Image Awards on Saturday in Los Angeles. 


By Thomas Beaumont 
AND Stephen Braun 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As former 
Vice President Joe Biden’s camp 
scrambles to contain any politi¬ 
cal damage over his past behav¬ 
ior with women, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi has some words of 
advice: Keep your distance. 

“Join the straight-arm club,” 
Pelosi told a breakfast hour Wash¬ 
ington event on Tuesday. 

In other words, keep your hand¬ 
shakes at arm’s length and don’t 
be touchy-feely. 

“Just pretend you have a cold 
and I have a cold,” Pelosi said. 

Pelosi, D-Calif, told the event, 
which was sponsored by Politico, 
that Biden “has to understand 
that in the world we are in now 
people’s space is important to 
them and what’s important is how 
they receive it, not necessarily 
how you intended it.” 

Her remarks came as Biden’s 
aides are striking a more aggres¬ 
sive tone as he considers running 
for the 2020 Democratic presi¬ 
dential nomination and faces 
scrutiny over his past behavior 
toward women. In a statement on 
Monday, Biden spokesman Bill 
Russo blasted “right wing trolls” 
from “the dark recesses of the in¬ 
ternet” for conflating images of 
Biden embracing acquaintances, 
colleagues and friends in his of¬ 
ficial capacity during swearing- 
in ceremonies with uninvited 
touching. 

That statement came on a day 
on which a second woman said 
Biden had acted inappropriate¬ 
ly, touching her face with both 
hands and rubbing noses with 
her in 2009. The allegation by 
Amy Lappos, 43, a former aide to 
Democratic Rep. Jim Himes, of 



Frank Franklin II/AP 


Former Vice President Joe Biden 
speaks at the Biden Courage 
Awards on March 26 in New 
York. 

Connecticut, followed a magazine 
essay by another woman, former 
Nevada politician Lucy Flores, 
who wrote that Biden kissed her 
on the back of the head in 2014. 

The developments underscored 
the challenge facing Biden, 76, 
should he decide to seek the White 
House. Following historic wins in 
the 2018 midterms. Democratic 
politics is dominated by energy 
from women. The allegations 
could leave Biden, long known 
for his affectionate mannerisms, 
appearing out of touch with the 
party. 

Biden hasn’t made a final de¬ 
cision on whether to run for the 
White House. But aides who 
weren’t authorized to discuss in¬ 
ternal conversations and spoke on 
the condition of anonymity said 
there were no signs that his team 
was slowing its preparations for a 
campaign. 


By Elana Schor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — How many 
ways can you measure the first 
quarter of the year? For Demo¬ 
cratic presidential candidates, 
it’s 300-plus events, 24 states and 
hundreds of voter questions. 

The Iowa caucus is still 10 
months away, but the Democratic 
primary campaign is already 
an all-out sprint — passing eye¬ 
popping markers for campaign 
activity and voter engagement. 
Voters in Florida and Ohio may 
not see it, but weekends in Iowa, 
New Hampshire, Nevada and 
South Carolina — not to mention 
a handful of select states — are a 
blitz of candidate rallies and local 
meet-and-greets. 

For some candidates the fre¬ 
netic pace is the message, a way 
of casting themselves as tire¬ 
less and willing to take every 
last question. Elizabeth Warren 
and Beto O’Rourke are trying to 
make an ambitious schedule and 
accessibility part of their brands, 
but Cory Booker and Kirsten Gil- 
librand have done their parts to 
keep up with several dozen events 
each, most in early voting states. 

It’s far from clear that the can¬ 
didate who holds the most events, 
whether leaping onto tables or ad¬ 
dressing big rallies, will emerge 
as the candidate with the most 
votes. Still, Democrats watching 
the display from a distance say 
the engagement, the activity and 
the enthusiasm bode well. 

“Broad picture: This is in¬ 
credibly good for the Demo¬ 
cratic Party,” said Jim Messina, 
who managed President Barack 
Obama’s reelection campaign. 

The Democrats’ contested 2008 
primary and the GOP’s packed 
2016 field showed that “enthusi¬ 
asm in primaries becomes very 
important in a general election,” 
Messina said. That’s because en¬ 
gaged backers are “more likely 
to do two things you need them 
to do” in order to win, he said: 
donate money and help persuade 
their social networks to vote. 

For all the recent upheaval in 



Jose Luis Magana/AP 


Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., 
a 2020 presidential candidate, 
speaks during the We the 
People Membership Summit in 
Washington on Monday. 

politics, the 2020 campaign so 
far shows some things haven’t 
changed. Retail campaign stops 
are still essential to breaking 
through in early voting states 
that will play a central role in 
choosing the nominee. They are, 
perhaps, even more important in 


the social media era. One live- 
streamed rally that goes viral 
on social media can reach more 
voters than dozens of smaller 
events. 

Even though no one metric can 
predict success, a look at the cam¬ 
paigns’ tallies of on-the-ground 
engagement shows how some of 
the busiest road warriors are far¬ 
ing at the end of the first quarter. 

Warren and O’Rourke are log¬ 
ging mileage in areas their party 
hasn’t always traveled to early on 
and underscoring their appetite 
for grassroots interaction, a style 
Pete Buttigieg is also cultivating. 
Warren took more than 200 ques¬ 
tions from voters and O’Rourke 
answered more than 350, ac¬ 
cording to their campaigns’ first- 
quarter estimates. 

California Sen. Kamala Harris 
has emerged as a top-tier con¬ 
tender despite fewer public events 
than some opponents, clocking in 
with 26 public first-quarter events 
in eight states since launching her 
campaign in January, according 
to an Associated Press estimate. 
Harris’ campaign said Monday 
night that she took more than 100 
voter questions during first-quar¬ 
ter events, where total estimated 
turnout has topped 37,000. 


Va. lieutenant governor’s accuser says she has nothing to gain 


Associated Press 

RICHMOND, Va. — The second of two 
women to accuse Virginia Lt. Gov. Jus¬ 
tin Fairfax of sexual assault said she had 
been friends with him for more than a year 
before he locked her in a room and raped 
her. 

“I completely trusted him,” Meredith 
Watson said through tears in an interview 
aired Tuesday on “CBS This Morning.” 

She reiterated her accusation that Fair¬ 
fax raped her when both were students at 
Duke University in 2000. 

“It was a huge betrayal,” she said. “He 
was my friend. I don’t understand how 
you do that to someone that you’ve been a 
friend to.” 

Fairfax says his encounters with both 
Watson and his initial accuser, Vanessa 


Tyson, were consensual, and says he took a 
polygraph test that determined he’s telling 
the truth. But Watson said Tuesday that 
Fairfax held her down during the attack, 
and said that “if you have to hold someone 
down, it’s not consensual.” 

She also said she has nothing to gain by 
going public; indeed, she said she’s been 
subjected to intense scrutiny, and faced 
particular criticism as a black woman be¬ 
cause her accusations have tarred the rep¬ 
utation of Fairfax, who also is black. 

“You’re seen as betraying your race. 
You’re seen as betraying a black man,” she 
told interviewer Gayle King. “But there’s 
no recognition a black man has betrayed 
you.” 

The Associated Press typically does not 
identify people who say they were sexually 
assaulted, but Tyson and Watson stepped 


forward voluntarily and have expressed a 
desire to testify in public. 

The women leveled their allegations 
against Fairfax at a moment when he 
seemed poised to ascend to the governor’s 
post. Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam was fac¬ 
ing numerous calls to resign after a photo 
showing a person in blackface and another 
in a Ku Klux Klan costume was found on 
his medical school yearbook page. 

Then, the next in line after Fairfax, At¬ 
torney General Mark Herring, acknowl¬ 
edged that he appeared in a photo wearing 
blackface as a student at the University 
of Virginia, and the prospect of all three 
statewide officeholders leaving and hand¬ 
ing power to Republicans cooled demands 
for their resignations. 

Northam, Fairfax and Herring, all Dem¬ 
ocrats, have remained in office and at the 


head of their party ahead of November 
elections in which Democrats hope to gain 
control of the state Legislature. 

Tyson, who said Fairfax forced her to 
perform oral sex in 2004 and whose inter¬ 
view with CBS aired Monday, joined Wat¬ 
son in calling for an open hearing in the 
General Assembly in which they and Fair¬ 
fax can testify and the public can evaluate 
who is truthful. Fairfax says a law enforce¬ 
ment investigation is the better path. 

“My accusers have not filed criminal 
charges and they have not sued me,” Fair¬ 
fax said in a written statement. “Instead, 
we see escalating media appearances and 
stated desire for a political process that is 
unprecedented in Virginia and could not 
be designed to get at the truth. Such a pro¬ 
cess would instead be a media circus used 
for partisan and political purposes.” 













Wednesday, April 3,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 9 


NATION 


LA police identify suspect in rapper's slaying 


By Andrew Dalton 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Los Angeles police 
are seeking a 29-year-old man who they be¬ 
lieve fatally shot Nipsey Hussle outside the 
rapper’s clothing store where he was trying 
to remake his community. 

Los Angeles police Chief Michel Moore 
was scheduled to hold a briefing Tuesday 
to explain how detectives came to identify 
Eric Holder as the man suspected of killing 
Hussle on Sunday afternoon and wounding 
two others. 

Moore also planned to discuss a wider 
upsurge of violent crime in the city. 

A disturbance at a memorial for Hussle 
on Monday night left at least 19 people in¬ 
jured, including two people taken to local 
hospitals in critical condition. 

Dozens of police officers cleared the me¬ 
morial site after a fight apparently broke 


n 


I out and a stampede 
I ensued. 

At least one of the 
I critically injured per¬ 
sons was struck by a 
car and the other one 
had a “penetrating 
injury,” although it’s 
unclear whether that 
person was stabbed 
I or cut by broken glass, 
a fire department 
spokeswoman said. 
Two other injuries were serious and 15 
were considered not life-threatening. 

The incident occurred after hundreds of 
people gathered for a candlelight vigil out¬ 
side Hussle’s The Marathon clothing store. 

Hussle, who joined the gang Rollin 60’s 
Neighborhood Crips as a teenager, had 
planned to meet with Moore and the city’s 
police commission president Monday to 


Holder 


discuss preventing gang violence. 

An autopsy completed Monday showed 
that Hussle, 33, died after being shot in 
the head and torso. The rapper, whose real 
name was Ermias Asghedom, had recently 
purchased the strip mall where the shop 
is located and planned to redevelop it into 
a mixed-use commercial and residential 
complex. 

The plan was part of Hussle’s broader 
ambitions to remake the neighborhood 
where he grew up and attempt to break the 
cycle of gang life that lured him in when he 
was younger. 

The Marathon store Monday was a gath¬ 
ering point for those grieving Hussle, with 
mourners leaving candles, flowers, bal¬ 
loons and other items to pay their respects. 

Some passersby blared Hussle’s music, 
which included hits “The Weather,” “Dou¬ 
ble Up” and “Hussle & Motivate.” 

Dontae Coleman, 28, who lives in the 


neighborhood, fell to his knees and cried 
and called Hussle “a legend.” 

“Someone changed history yesterday,” 
he said, referring to the gunman. 

Coleman commended the rapper for try¬ 
ing to uplift his own community first in¬ 
stead of simply going elsewhere. 

“A lot of people who get rich don’t come 
back here,” he said. “He’s rare. A lot of peo¬ 
ple like him don’t come around often.” 

Denise Francis Woods, a neighborhood 
resident who is running for City Council, 
remembered when Hussle used to sell his 
demo tapes on street corners in the neigh¬ 
borhood for $5. 

“People would tease him,” she said. 
“They didn’t think that this would work out, 
and look what happened. He persevered, he 
stayed in, he never gave up.” 

The effort took him to a whole other level 
“where he ended up owning property on 
the same corner,” she said. 


Man convicted of killing runner in NYC park 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A man was con¬ 
victed Monday of killing a woman 
out running near her New York 
City home in a case that stirred 
urban fears, helped change the 
state’s DNA investigation rules 
and raised questions about race 
and police procedures. 

News station video showed Kar¬ 
ina Vetrano’s loved ones erupting 
in cheers as a Queens jury de¬ 
livered in Chanel Lewis’ retrial, 
convicting him of murder and 
sexual abuse in Vetrano’s 2016 


death. A previous trial ended in a 
hung jury in November; the sec¬ 
ond jury deliberated for only five 
hours, staying into the night. 

Lewis is set to be sentenced 
April 17 and faces up to life in 
prison. 

Lewis’ attorneys, the Legal Aid 
Society, called the outcome “a 
complete miscarriage of justice.” 
They had unsuccessfully sought 
a hearing Monday after getting 
an anonymous letter saying that 
police had pursued two white sus¬ 
pects before taking DNA samples 


from hundreds of black men — in 
what the defense called a “race- 
biased dragnet” — and coming to 
focus on Lewis. 

The New York Police Depart¬ 
ment said in a statement that the 
anonymous letter was “riddled 
with falsehoods and inaccura¬ 
cies,” the investigation was pains¬ 
taking and “the evidence clearly 
shows that Chanel Lewis is re¬ 
sponsible for her death.” 

Authorities said Lewis’ DNA 
was found on Vetrano’s neck and 
cellphone and in a mixture of 


DNA under her fingernails. His 
own phone contained download¬ 
ed photos of the crime scene and 
searches for information about 
the case, police said. 

And Lewis taped a confession, 
saying he was upset at someone 
else — a neighbor of his who 
played loud music — and “lost it” 
when he saw Vetrano. 

“One thing led to another,” he 
said in the confession. “Hitting 
her and stuff like that.” 

Lewis said he strangled Vetra¬ 
no but didn’t sexually abuse her. 



Charles Eckert, Newsday/AP 


Chanel Lewis was convicted 
Monday in the 2016 death of 
Karina Vetrano. 


Police: 4 dead in ‘multiple 
homicide’ at ND business 


Associated Press 

MANDAN, N.D. — Four people 
were found dead Monday in what 
police called a “multiple homi¬ 
cide” at a North Dakota property- 
management business. 

The bodies of three men and 
a woman were discovered inside 
RJR Maintenance and Manage¬ 
ment in Mandan, a city of about 
22,000 just across the Missouri 
River west of Bismarck, Police 
Chief Jason Ziegler said. The vic¬ 
tims weren’t immediately iden¬ 
tified and police didn’t say how 
they died. 

“It’s quite a large crime scene, 
so it’s not something that’s going 
to be easy for us to get in and do 
quickly,” Ziegler said of the pace 
of the investigation. 

Officers were combing through 
the building, which includes an 
office area in the front and a large 
warehouse area in the back, and 
planned to be there “as long as it 
takes us to get everything that we 
need,” the chief said. 

Ziegler said someone other 
than the four people who were 
found dead is responsible for the 
killings. However, police have not 
identified a suspect and have no 
motive. 

“The crime scene is contained 


to where it’s at, and there is no 
evidence based upon what we 
see that the public at large is in 
any danger from what happened 
there,” Ziegler said. “It looks like 
an isolated incident.” 

He said he was not aware of of¬ 
ficers responding to any other re¬ 
cent incidents at the business that 
might have been connected to the 
killings. 

The building has many sur¬ 
veillance cameras, Ziegler said. 
He asked other businesses in 
the area that might have video 
footage they consider relevant to 
come forward. 

Gina Kessel, 52, of Mandan, 
showed up at the business Mon¬ 
day to pick up her son, Mitchell 
Kessel, an employee there. She 
said Mitchell “called me, said 
something is going on.” She said 
he didn’t tell her what. 

A statement posted on the com¬ 
pany’s website said the business 
was closed Monday. 

Darin Helbling, a manager at 
a nearby bowling alley, said po¬ 
lice asked to see his business’ 
surveillance video. Helbling said 
the video showed only a couple 
of vehicles on the road that sepa¬ 
rates the businesses since 10 p.m. 
Sunday. 
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States renew push 
for special tax on 
sugar-laden drinks 



Susan Haigh/AP 

Rob Metz, general manager of Avery’s Beverages in New Britain, Conn., holds a bottle of soda with a 
labei protesting Democratic Gov. Ned Lament’s proposed tax on sugary drinks. 


By Susan Haigh 
Associated Press 

HARTFORD, Conn. — Nearly 
three decades after a U.S. state 
last imposed a special tax on sug¬ 
ary drinks, Connecticut’s gov¬ 
ernor is pushing for one to help 
close a budget deficit — and brac¬ 
ing for a fight. 

Taxes on soda and other sugar- 
loaded drinks have taken effect 
in recent years in several cities 
around the country, but lobbying 
from the beverage industry and 
its allies has been credited with 
helping to block statewide propos¬ 
als that emerge annually in state 
legislatures around the country. 

“The industry lobbying is going 
to be pretty ferocious. I don’t 
know if the legislature can stand 
up to it,” said Connecticut Gov. 
Ned Lament, a Democrat, who 


included a 1.5-cent-per-ounce tax 
on sugar-sweetened drinks in his 
budget proposal. 

Connecticut is among several 
states likely to see debate re¬ 
newed this year over taxes that 
advocates endorse as a way to re¬ 
duce consumption of liquid calo¬ 
ries blamed for contributing to 
health problems such as obesity 
and diabetes. 

Opponents argue the taxes 
hurt stores and supermarkets 
as well as beverage producers 
while inflicting financial harm 
on consumers. 

“The challenge for these taxes, 
whether it’s a state or a city, but 
typically a state, is they’re very 
unpopular with working families 
and small, local businesses,” said 
William Dermody Jr., vice presi¬ 
dent of media and public affairs 
for the American Beverage Asso¬ 


ciation. “These people are vocal 
to their representatives that they 
dislike this tax.” 

Statewide taxes on sugary 
drinks were proposed this year 
in states including New York, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Vermont and California, but the 


last state to impose any such tax 
was Arkansas, which adopted an 
excise tax on soft drinks in 1992. 
Three other states have had sug¬ 
ary drink taxes on their books for 
decades — Tennessee, Virginia 
and West Virginia, according to 
the National Conference of State 


Legislatures. Dozens of other 
states apply sales tax on at least 
some soda purchases. 

Revenue from the taxes is used 
for purposes ranging from a 
medical school in West Virginia 
to litter and recycling programs 
in Virginia and Tennessee. 


More cases of 
measles this 
year than in 
all of 2018 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The number of 
U.S. measles cases through the 
first three months of this year 
have surpassed the count for all 
of 2018, health officials say. 

There have been 387 cases 
through March, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
reported Monday. There were 
372 last year. 

The numbers are preliminary 
and may change. But the 2019 
tally is already the most since 
2014, when 667 were reported. 

This year’s numbers have 
been driven by outbreaks in sev¬ 
eral states, including New York, 
California, Illinois, Texas and 
Washington. 

Most people who get measles 
have not been vaccinated. In the 
U.S., most outbreaks are sparked 
by travelers who picked up the 
virus in countries where measles 
is more common. 

Nearly 83,000 people contract¬ 
ed measles in Europe in 2018, 
the highest number in a decade, 
according to the World Health 
Organization. 

The measles vaccine is 97% ef¬ 
fective, according to the CDC. 

Measles is spread through 
the air when an infected person 
coughs or sneezes, and it is ex¬ 
tremely contagious. 

For most people, measles is mis¬ 
erable but not life-threatening. 


Father vows to dedicate life to 
improving safety of ride-sharing 


By Jeffrey Collins 

Associated Press 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — The father of a Uni¬ 
versity of South Carolina student who police 
say was kidnapped and killed after she got 
into the wrong car thinking it was her Uber is 
promising to dedicate his life to improving the 
safety of ride-sharing services. 

Friends and family of Samantha Josephson 
are remembering the student, 21, as a ball of 
energy who brightened every room and was 
ready to head to law school on her way to 
changing the world. 

Josephson’s time at the University of South 
Carolina was winding down and she spent 
another night with friends at Columbia’s Five 
Points bar district. She got separated from the 
group, so she called an Uber to take her home 
about 1:30 a.m. Friday, authorities said. 

The first dark car Josephson went up to was 
not her ride, said her father, Seymour Joseph¬ 
son. So she jumped into a second, similar¬ 
looking car, he said. 

“Samantha was by herself. She had abso¬ 
lutely no chance. None. The door was locked, 
the child safety locks were on. She had ab¬ 
solutely no chance,” her father said Sunday 
night at a candlelight vigil in Columbia. 

Safety advocates said ride-sharing services 
will send a description of the vehicle, its li¬ 
cense tag number and a photo of the driver 
and recommend passengers check the infor¬ 
mation before getting inside. They also sug¬ 
gest requiring the driver to give the name of 
the person requesting the ride as an extra 
level of safety. 

Seymour Josephson told his daughter’s 
friends they can help by always taking rides 
or walking around town in groups of two or 
more because there is safety in numbers. 

“If there is somebody else in that car, there 
is actually a chance,” said Josephson, who 
plans to speak to ride-sharing services about 
better identifying their vehicles. 


Samantha 
was by 
herself. 

She had 
absolutely 
no chance. 
None. ^ 

Seymour , 
Josephson 

father of Samantha 


Nathaniel David Rowland, 24, is charged 
with kidnapping and murder in Josephson’s 
death. After Josephson got into his car, he at¬ 
tacked her, causing numerous wounds to her 
head, neck, face, upper 
body, leg and foot with a 
sharp object, according 
to arrest warrants and 
the coroner’s report. 
The documents didn’t 
say what was used to at¬ 
tack her. 

Josephson’s blood and 
cellphone were found in 
his car the next night 
when he was arrested 
two blocks from Five 
Points, authorities said. 
Josephson JofPhson’s body 
was found m Clarendon 
County, about 65 miles 
from Columbia, police said. Rowland remains 
in the Richland County jail. 

Josephson’s boyfriend, Greg Corbishley, 
said he saw a clear future with her and re¬ 
membered their last conversation Thursday 
when she thanked him for letting her just be 
herself. 

“Even in the short time she was here, how 
many people she positively impacted with her 
energy,” Corbishley said. 

Josephson’s parents said they had planned 
to come to Columbia on Saturday to see their 
daughter in the city and the university she 
loved one last time before she graduated in 
May and moved on to law school at Drexel 
University in Philadelphia. 

They still came, but while her father went 
to the candlelight vigil, her mother was at 
the Richland County jail for a hearing sched¬ 
uled for the man charged with killing her 
daughter. 

Rowland decided not to appear, but a judge 
gave Marci Josephson a chance to talk. She 



Courtesy of the Columbia (S.C.) Police Department/AP 


Authorities say Samantha Josephson, a 
University of South Carolina student, was 
killed after mistakenly getting into a car she 
thought was her Uber. 

called Rowland evil and remembered her 
daughter as “bubbly, loving, kind and full of 
life.” 

“Unlike him, Samantha valued human life 
and could never harm another soul,” Marci 
Josephson said. “Unlike him, Samantha had 
love within her heart, and a purpose in her 
life, the life he brutally ended.” 
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Baltimore mayor goes on leave amid scandal 


By David McFadden 

Associated Press 

BALTIMORE — Baltimore’s embattled 
mayor announced Monday that she is tak¬ 
ing an indefinite leave of absence just as a 
political scandal intensifies over what crit¬ 
ics call a “self-dealing” book-sales arrange¬ 
ment that threatens her political career. 

Mayor Catherine Pugh’s office says she 
feels unable to fulfill her obligations as 
mayor due to deteriorating health brought 
on by a recent bout of pneumonia. 

“She’s been advised by her physicians 
that she needs to take time to recover,” her 
office’s statement said, adding that the City 
Council president will take over the Demo¬ 
cratic mayor’s day-to-day responsibilities. 

The first-term mayor’s abrupt decision 
to go on leave indefinitely came the same 
day that Maryland’s Republican governor 
asked the state prosecutor to investigate 
corruption accusations against the leader 
of Maryland’s biggest city and the state’s 
comptroller, a Democrat, urged Pugh to 
resign immediately. 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


Baltimore Mayor Catherine Pugh, shown 
speaking in 2016, says she is taking 
an indefinite leave of absence amid a 
growing political scandal. 

In a letter to the state prosecutor released 
Monday, Gov. Larry Hogan said allega¬ 
tions facing Pugh and her questionable no¬ 
contract arrangements to sell her “Healthy 
Holly” children’s books are “deeply dis¬ 
turbing.” Hogan said he was particularly 


concerned about $500,000 in sales over 
seven years to a university-based health 
care system “because it has significant 
continuing ties with the State and receives 
very substantial public funding.” 

Maryland Comptroller Peter Franchot 
did not mince words: “The Mayor has to 
resign — now. The people of Baltimore are 
facing too many serious challenges, as it is, 
to also deal with such brazen, cartoonish 
corruption from their chief executive.” 

Some members of Baltimore’s City Coun¬ 
cil also want Pugh to resign. Councilman 
Zeke Cohen asserted Monday that she’s 
“lost the moral mandate to govern and the 
public’s trust.” Another councilman, Ryan 
Dorsey, described Pugh as “an embarrass¬ 
ment to the city.” 

The various officials’ calls came shortly 
after Kaiser Permanente disclosed that it 
paid $114,000 between 2015 and 2018 for 
roughly 20,000 copies of Pugh’s self-pub¬ 
lished “Healthy Holly” illustrated paper¬ 
backs for children. They came about two 
weeks after news broke that since 2011, 


Pugh has received $500,000 selling her il¬ 
lustrated books to the University of Mary¬ 
land Medical System, a $4 billion hospital 
network that’s one of the largest private 
employers in the state. 

Pugh became Baltimore’s mayor in 
2016. The next year, Baltimore’s spending 
board, which is controlled by the mayor, 
awarded a $48 million contract to the Kai¬ 
ser Foundation Health Plan of the Mid-At¬ 
lantic States Inc. Kaiser previously held 
that contract. 

When asked who Kaiser bought the 
books from, company spokesman Scott 
Lusk said, “We purchased the books from 
Healthy Holly LLC.” That is Pugh’s com¬ 
pany, which she has said was meant to en¬ 
courage healthy lifestyles. 

Cohen noted that Pugh accepted money 
from Kaiser for her “Healthy Holly” chil¬ 
dren’s books at the same time the company 
was seeking a contract to provide health 
benefits to city employees. Instead of re¬ 
cusing herself from a Board of Estimates 
vote “she voted in favor of it,” he said. 


Amid his legal troubles, 
Avenatti is scrutinized 
for role in R. Kelly case 



WiLFREDO Lee/AP 


Disney characters Minnie Mouse, right, and Mickey Mouse, rear, ride in a parade in Miami in 2014. The 
performers who portray the characters are at the center of a Teamsters union dispute. 

Disney World’s Teamsters union in rebellion 


Associated Press 

CHICAGO — A lawyer defend¬ 
ing R. Kelly said Monday that 
the prosecution’s sex abuse case 
against the R&B singer had been 
marred by the involvement of 
attorney Michael Avenatti, who 
faces extortion charges in New 
York and embezzlement charges 
in California. 

The singer’s lead attorney, 
Steve Greenberg, said in com¬ 
ments to reporters and a court 
filing that Cook County State’s 
Attorney Kim Foxx relied way 
too much on Avenatti in deciding 
in late February to bring charges 
against Kelly, saying Avenatti’s 
involvement irreparably tainted 
the case. 

There was, Greenberg told 
reporters after a brief pretrial 
hearing, “a rush to prosecute be¬ 
cause of pressure — all polluted 
— by Michael Avenatti,” who 
gained national fame by filing an 
ultimately failed lawsuit against 
President Donald Trump on be¬ 
half of porn star Stormy Daniels. 

Greenberg went into detail in a 
seven-page court filing Monday, 
saying Avenatti has appeared to 
take on the mantel of “a de facto 
prosecutor” in the Kelly case. 

“Given the allegations against 
(Avenatti) one must wonder what 
he has told those he has inter¬ 
acted with in these matters, and 
what is true and what is not,” the 
filing says. 

Avenatti, who represents two 
Kelly accusers, has said a video 
he gave prosecutors in mid-Feb¬ 
ruary purporting to show Kelly 
having sex with a minor was key 
in Foxx’s decision to seek charg¬ 
es, something her office hasn’t 
disputed. Avenatti also met with 
prosecutors at least twice be¬ 
fore indictments accused Kelly 


of abusing three girls and one 
woman. 

Criticism over Foxx’s handling 
of the Jussie Smollett case also 
makes her more vulnerable to the 
kinds of accusations leveled by 
Kelly’s attorney Monday. 

Last week, prosecutors dropped 
all charges against the “Empire” 
actor that accused him of staging 
a racist, anti-gay attack. Foxx and 
her staff offered often contradic¬ 
tory, muddled accounts for their 
logic behind the sudden dismissal 
of the case. 

A Foxx spokeswoman declined 
comment on Greenberg’s com¬ 
ments. Prosecutors said in a 
brief filing Monday that Green¬ 
berg’s “accusations and specu¬ 
lation” were “lacking in factual 
support.” 

Avenatti is accused in Califor¬ 
nia of fraudulently obtaining $4 
million in bank loans and pock¬ 
eting $1.6 million that belonged 
to a client. Federal prosecutors 
in New York allege that Avenatti 
tried to shake down Nike for mil¬ 
lions of dollars so he wouldn’t 
reveal allegations the apparel 
company paid off high school bas¬ 
ketball players. 

Greenberg’s Monday filings 
asks the judge in his case for an 
order that all communications 
between Avenatti and the state’s 
attorney’s office be preserved as 
possible evidence of inappropri¬ 
ate coordination and communica¬ 
tion leading up to charges. Judge 
Lawrence Flood said he’d rule on 
the request later. 

Avenatti shot back in a series 
of tweets later Monday, accusing 
Greenberg of “trying to distract 
attention away from the clear 
guilt of his client by raising bogus 
arguments about me and Kim 
Foxx.” 


Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — The Team¬ 
sters’ top boss is trying to quell a 
rebellion by Mickey, Minnie and 
their costumed friends. 

International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters general president 
James Hoffa ordered a hearing 
in Florida last weekend to deter¬ 
mine whether leaders should be 
removed from the local Team¬ 
sters union that represents cos¬ 
tumed character performers, 
truck drivers and other workers 
at Walt Disney World. 

Accusing the local leadership 
of “horrible misrepresentation,” 
hundreds of costumed perform¬ 
ers have threatened to leave the 
union, prompting Hoffa to call 
Saturday’s daylong hearing, which 
drew scores of local members. A 
panel of Teamsters officials who 
heard the testimony now has up 
to two months to decide whether 


to recommend removing Local 
385’s leadership. Hoffa makes the 
final decision. 

Separately, investigators with 
another, independent Teamsters 
office already had been investi¬ 
gating allegations that Local 385’s 
leaders had created false records 
and committed embezzlement 
and obstruction. 

“Everybody is hopeful and con¬ 
fident they’re going to take them 
out,” said Ralph Singer, a truck 
driver at Disney and Local 385 
member who has been a vocal op¬ 
ponent of the union local’s leader¬ 
ship. “It just took way too long to 
get there.” 

Clay Jeffries, Local 385’s presi¬ 
dent, didn’t respond to an email 
and phone call seeking comment. 

In a notice calling for the hear¬ 
ing, Hoffa said he had received 
“credible allegations” that Local 
385’s leaders have failed to act in 
the interest of union members. 


Among the complaints was that 
Local 385 leaders made a deal 
with Disney World officials to cut 
out 20 or so workers from being 
covered by the union. The work¬ 
ers made the schedules for the 
costumed performers, and they 
were left with the choice of either 
working without a union contract 
or finding another lesser-paying 
job still covered by the union. 

Union members also said Local 
385 leaders had been unrespon¬ 
sive to grievances by members 
who drive trucks for the movie 
industry, Hoffa said in the notice. 

The 9,000 members of Local 
385 have key roles in central 
Florida’s tourism and transpor¬ 
tation industries. About half are 
Disney workers; the rest include 
UPS drivers, hotel employees, 
food service workers, rental car 
employees and other drivers 
across 20 Florida counties. 
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Protecting the 'unbanked' 


As Amazon leads cashless charge, 
states and cities are pushing back 



Mike KANE/Bloomberg 


A turnstile entrance is situated at an Amazon Go cashierless convenience store in 
Seattle. The trend toward cashless shopping concerns advocates for consumers who 
have access only to cash to purchase goods. 



David Paul MoRRis/Bloomberg 

A customer pays with a smartphone on a Square Inc. device in San Francisco. 


By Olga Kharif 
AND Krista Gmelich 

Bloomberg 

R ebecca Esparza works with 
homeless people and, having 
once lived in a shelter herself, 
knows what it’s like to navigate 
the U.S. economy if you don’t have much 
money. For most of her clients, cash is king 
because they lack access to the financial 
tools many Americans take for granted 
— checking accounts, debit cards, pay¬ 
ment apps. 

Esparza worries that the growing num¬ 
ber of cashless stores and restaurants 
around the country will further margin¬ 
alize low-income people at a time when 
inequality is already the highest in more 
than half a century. 

“We just forget just how poor the poor 
can actually be in this country,” said Es¬ 
parza, who works at the Lawrence, Kan., 
affiliate of the nonprofit Family Promise 
and once sold her blood to support herself 
and her five children. “I could totally be 
part of that cashless system today, but it 
would totally discriminate.” 

Legislators around the country agree 
with Esparza and are taking steps to halt 
or slow the steady march toward a cashless 
society. Last month. New Jersey passed 
legislation banning many kinds of cashless 
stores — joining Massachusetts, which 
has a 1978 law prohibiting discrimination 
against customers opting to use cash, and 
Philadelphia, which adopted a similar law 
in February. 

San Francisco has proposed a ban on 
stores like Amazon Go and Nestle-owned 
Blue Bottle coffee shops, which don’t ac¬ 
cept cash. Ritchie Torres, of the New York 
City Council, is leading efforts to ban cash¬ 
less retail there, and lawmakers in Chicago 
and Washington have considered similar 
proposals in recent years. 

Proponents of cashless stores tout vari¬ 
ous benefits. Electronic payments save 
employees the time it takes to collect, store 
and transport cash. Theft is less likely. 
Customers typically move faster through 
checkout lines because they don’t need to 
count out their cash and wait for change. 

Some argue that technology, having 
helped usher in cashless payments, can 
provide a solution. Companies like Square 
Inc. and PayPal Holdings Inc. offer pay¬ 
ment services that don’t require a bank ac¬ 
count; they’re gaining some traction with 
the working poor and could eventually 
provide an alternative to banning cashless 
stores outright. 

Amazon Go 

The vast m^ority of U.S. retailers and 
restaurants currently accept cash, and 
those that don’t often cater to wealthier 
customers. The best-known example is 
Amazon Go, a chain of cashierless conve¬ 
nience stores that carry upscale fare like 
artisanal cheeses and locally made choco¬ 
lates. Amazon operates only 10 Go stores 
in three cities but eventually could open as 
many as 3,000, according to people famil¬ 
iar with the matter. 

The fear is that if cashless shopping 
catches on, more and more retailers will 
follow suit. Many local restaurants are no 
longer accepting hard currency because 
handling cash can add as much as 10 per¬ 
cent to overhead costs, said Richard Crone, 
chief executive officer of payments expert 
Crone Consulting LLC. 

In five years, he said, a third of all retail 
will be cashless, up from about 17 percent 
today. About 10 percent of brick-and-mor- 
tar stores will be cashless, up from less 


than 1 percent today, he said. 

“A trillion-dollar behemoth like Amazon 
has the ability to spread widely throughout 
the country,” said Torres, the New York 
City councilor. “So a trend that might start 
at the margin can proliferate overnight.” 

In 2017, 6.5 percent of U.S. households 
were “unbanked” and lacked a checking or 
savings account, according to the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corp.’s latest available 
national survey. Another 18.7 percent fell 
into the broad “underbanked” category, 
meaning they had a bank account but used 
at least one alternative service like money 
orders, check-cashing or payday loans. 

There are a variety of reasons Ameri¬ 
cans use cash. Even with a steady income, 
people living paycheck-to-paycheck may 
not have enough money to keep in an ac¬ 
count. Some don’t want to pay the fees; 
others don’t trust banks or are concerned 
about privacy. 

The homeless are especially vulnerable. 


If they lose their documents, they often 
have trouble getting them again. Michelle 
Jones, 37, who arrived in Seattle in 2001 
as a homeless youth, lost her Social Secu¬ 
rity card three times and said it was stolen 
once. 

“Even just to get a bank account, of 
course, you need to have an ID,” said 
Jones, who now works for the Metropolitan 
Improvement District, a nonprofit helping 
the homeless population in Seattle’s down¬ 
town. “Getting an ID can take months. And 
during that time, they can’t get any work at 
all. And at that point they are falling more 
into the pattern of listlessness.” 

Another barrier to opening a bank ac¬ 
count: lack of steady income. Some receive 
cash only from panhandling and don’t have 
enough money to put in a bank account 
anyway. Plus, many banks require second¬ 
ary proofs of identity, such as a utility bill 
and a credit-card statement — which, obvi¬ 
ously, homeless people don’t have. 


For people trying to climb out of poverty, 
foregoing cards is also often a necessity to 
staying afloat. Kat Lilley, who along with 
six children aged 18 months to 12 years, 
was homeless from the summer of 2013 to 
early 2014 and often had to make ends meet 
with $761 a month. She used envelopes and 
cash to better budget expenditures. 

“When you are on a shoestring budget, a 
little hiccup can lead to a snowball of over¬ 
draft fees,” she said. “So a lot of families 
resort to cash.” She encourages the home¬ 
less families she now helps as executive 
director of Family Promise of Colorado 
Springs, Colo., to use envelopes to learn 
how to better manage money. 

A cherished dream 

For technologists, a cashless society is 
a cherished dream, one that’s already be¬ 
coming a reality in other countries — even 
ones with large populations of low-income 
people. Almost half of Chinese people al¬ 
ready use mobile phones for cashless pay¬ 
ments, according to eMarketer. 

The Indian government is promoting 
digital payments in an effort to stamp out 
endemic corruption, and local payment 
services such as Paytm have been signing 
up millions of people. 

In Sweden, often described as the most 
cashless society on earth, just 25 percent 
of Swedes paid in cash at least once a week 
in 2017. Now, local authorities wonder if 
money is disappearing too quickly and 
could hurt people, such as the elderly, who 
haven’t yet joined the digital age. Swedish 
legislators are expected to adopt a proposal 
forcing banks to keep offering cash to cus¬ 
tomers who require it. 

“The U.S. is just weird historically, 
in that we have a lot of competition and 
banks don’t give accounts to a lot of low- 
income people,” said Mehrsa Baradaran, 
author of “How the Other Half Banks.” 
“We also have a lot of areas in the coun¬ 
try where banks aren’t locating any more. 
We have a more stratified society, poverty 
is more pronounced here than in other 
places. There are some poorer countries 
that are mobile; we just have not built that 
infrastructure.” 

Many homeless and low-income peo¬ 
ple currently use Green Dot reloadable 
prepaid debit cards. But they come with 
heavy fees: a $7.95 monthly charge on low 
amounts, plus as much as $4.95 for every 
reload and $3 for ATM withdrawals. 

Several digital payment services are 
becoming a go-to for the working poor. 
Square’s Cash mobile payment app lets 
users send and receive peer-to-peer pay¬ 
ments, arrange to have paychecks directly 
deposited and spend their balances using 
a free Visa debit card. It stores money 
electronically without linking to a bank ac¬ 
count. PayPal has introduced similar capa¬ 
bilities on its platform. 

While the Square service wasn’t de¬ 
signed specifically for low-income Ameri¬ 
cans, it’s becoming a boon to the unbanked 
and underbanked. “People are using this 
as their primary spending device and pri¬ 
mary banking account, and in some cases, 
their only banking account,” Square Chief 
Executive Officer Jack Dorsey said at a 
conference last year. 

“We’re reaching an audience — which is 
consistent with how we started the compa¬ 
ny — that is underserved. No. 1, and even 
to the point of unbanked completely, which 
wasn’t a stated goal initially but something 
that we really love and want to lean into 
more,” he said. 


When you are on a shoestring budget, a little hiccup 
can lead to a snowball of overdraft fees. So a lot of 
families resort to cash. ^ 

Kat Lilley 

executive director of Family Promise in Colorado Springs, Colo., who was at one time homeless 
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Paralyzing illness among children spurs alarm 



David J. Phillip/AP 


Braden Scott uses a device to support his left arm as he practices on the piano in 
Tomball, Texas, on Friday. Braden was diagnosed with the syndrome called acute 
flaccid myelitis in 2016 and was paralyzed almost completely. 


By Mike Stobbe 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — One morning last fall, 
Joey Wilcox, 4, woke up with the left side 
of his face drooping. 

It was the first sign of an unfolding 
nightmare. 

Three days later, Joey was in a hospi¬ 
tal intensive care unit, unable to move his 
arms or legs or sit up. Spinal taps and other 
tests failed to find a cause. Doctors worried 
he was about to lose the ability to breathe. 

“It’s devastating,” said his father, Jere¬ 
my Wilcox, of Herndon, Va. “Your healthy 
child can catch a cold — and then become 
paralyzed.” 

Joey, who survived but still suffers some 
of the effects, was one of 228 confirmed 
victims in the U.S. last year of acute flaccid 
myelitis, or AFM, a rare, mysterious and 
sometimes deadly paralyzing illness that 
seems to ebb and flow on an every-other- 
year cycle and is beginning to alarm public 
health officials because it is striking more 
and more children. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, head of the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Dis¬ 
eases, said it may bear similarities to polio, 
which simmered among humans for cen¬ 
turies before it exploded into fearsome epi¬ 
demics in the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Fauci, who published a report about the 
disease Tuesday in the journal mBio, said 
it is unlikely AFM will become as bad as 
polio, which struck tens of thousands of 
U.S. children annually before a vaccine 
became available in the 1950s. 

But he warned: “Don’t assume that it’s 
going to stay at a couple of hundred cases 
every other year.” 

Other countries have reported cases, in¬ 
cluding Canada, France, Britain and Nor¬ 
way. But the size and pattern of the U.S. 
outbreaks have been more pronounced. 
More than 550 Americans have been struck 
this decade. The oldest was 32. More than 
90 percent were children, most around 4-6 
years old. 

Most had a coldlike illness and fever, 
seemed to get over it, then descended into 
paralysis. In some cases, it started in small 
ways — for example, a thumb that sudden¬ 
ly wouldn’t move. Some went on to lose the 
ability to eat or draw breath. 


Many families say their children have 
regained at least some movement in affect¬ 
ed limbs, but stories of complete recovery 
are unusual. Health officials cannot say 
how many recovered completely, partly or 
not at all, or how many have died, though 
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre¬ 
vention says deaths are rare. 

Scientists suspect the illness is being 
caused chiefly by a certain virus that was 
identified more than 55 years ago and may 
have mutated to become more dangerous. 
But they have yet to prove that. 

While doctors have deployed a number 
of treatments singly or in combination — 
steroids, antiviral medications, antibiotics, 
a blood-cleansing process — the CDC says 
there is no clear evidence they work. 

Many parents say that when they first 
took their child to the emergency room, 
they quickly realized to their horror that 
the doctors were at sea too. 

“Everyone is desperate for some magi¬ 
cal thing,” said Rachel Scott, a Tomball, 
Texas, woman whose son, Braden, de¬ 
veloped AFM in 2016 and has recovered 
somewhat after intensive physical therapy 


but still cannot move his right arm and has 
trouble swallowing and moving his neck. 

A growing number of experts agree that 
physical therapy 
makes a difference. 

“These kids can 
continue to recover 
very slowly, year over 
year.... It’s driven by 
how much therapy 
they do,” said Dr. 
Benjamin Green¬ 
berg, of UT South¬ 
western Medical 
Center in Dallas, who 
is one of the nation’s 
foremost experts on 
the condition. 

Wilcox, Joey’s 
father, said his son 
made huge improve¬ 
ments that way. Joey 
can run and use his arms. Still, muscle 
tone is weak in his right leg and shoulder, 
and he still has left-side facial paralysis. 
“He can’t completely smile,” his dad said. 

Other stories are more tragic. 


Katie Bustamante’s son, Alex, developed 
AFM in 2016. The suburban Sacramento, 
Calif, mother realized something was 
wrong when she asked the boy, then 5, why 
he wasn’t eating his yogurt. Alex replied 
that his thumb had stopped working and 
he couldn’t hold his spoon. 

That morning was the start of 17 months 
of hospital stays, surgeries, therapy and 
struggles with doctors and insurers to 
find a way to restore his ability to breathe. 
It ended one morning last May, when the 
Bustamantes woke up to find Alex had 
died. 

Government officials need to step up, 
Bustamante said. 

“I want them to research it and find the 
cause, and I want them to find a way to pre¬ 
vent it,” she said. “This is growing. This 
shouldn’t be happening.” 

More and more experts feel certain 
the main culprit is an enterovirus called 
EVD-68, based on the way waves of AFM 
have coincided with spikes of respiratory 
illnesses caused by EVD-68. Enterovi¬ 
ruses are a large family of viruses, some 
of which, such as polio, can damage the 
central nervous system, while many others 
cause mild symptoms or none at all. 

In the US., doctors began reporting re¬ 
spiratory illnesses tied to EV-D68 in 1987, 
though usually no more than a dozen in 
any given year. 

Then, in what may have been one of the 
first signs of the AFM waves to come, a 
5-year-old boy in New Hampshire died in 
2008 after developing neck tenderness and 
fever, then weakened arms and deadened 
legs. The boy had EVD-68, and in a report 
published in an obscure medical journal, 
researchers attributed his death to the 
virus. 

The first real burst of AFM cases hit in 
2014, when 120 were confirmed, with the 
largest concentrations in California and 
Colorado. 

What ensued was an even-year, odd- 
year pattern. Cases dropped to 22 in 2015, 
jumped to 149 in 2016 and fell again, to 
35, in 2017. Last year, they reached 228, a 
number that may grow because scores of 
illnesses are still being investigated. 

In keeping with the cyclical pattern, just 
four cases have been confirmed this year 
so far. 


devastating. 
Your healthy 
child can 
catch a cold 
— and then 
become 
paralyzed. ^ 

Jeremy Wilcox 

father of Joey 
Wilcox, who 
contracted AFM 


Bait crisis poses threat to US lobster industry 


By Patrick Whittle 

Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Maine — The boom times 
for the U.S. lobster industry are imperiled 
this year because of a shortage of a little 
fish that has been luring the crustaceans 
into traps for hundreds of years. 

Members of the lobster business fear a 
looming bait crisis could disrupt the in¬ 
dustry during a time when lobsters are as 
plentiful, valuable and in demand as ever. 
America’s lobster catch has climbed this 
decade, especially in Maine, but the fish¬ 
ery is dependent on herring — a schooling 
fish other fishermen seek in the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

Federal regulators are imposing a steep 
cut in the herring fishery this year, and 
some areas of the East Coast are already 
restricted to fishing, months before the lob¬ 
ster season gets rolling. East Coast herring 
fishermen brought more than 200 million 
pounds of the fish to docks as recently as 
2014, but this year’s catch will be limited 
to less than a fifth of that total. 

The cut is leaving lobstermen, who have 


baited traps with herring for generations 
in Maine, scrambling for new bait sources 
and concerned about their ability to get 
lobster to customers who have come to ex¬ 
pect easy availability in recent years. 

“If you don’t have bait, you’re not going 
to fish. If the price of bait goes up, you’re 
not going to fish,” said Patrice McCarron, 
executive director of the Maine Lobster- 
men’s Association. “We have to take the 
big picture and make sure our communi¬ 
ties continue to have viable fisheries.” 

The cut in the herring quota stems from 
a scientific assessment of the fish’s popula¬ 
tion last year by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s Northeast 
Fisheries Science Center. The assessment 
found a below-average number of young 
herring are surviving in the ocean. 

The loss of herring has sounded alarms 
among scientists and conservationists be¬ 
cause the fish also serve a critical role in 
the ocean food chain and they’re valuable 
as food for humans. 

It’s unclear exactly what factors are 
causing young herring to fail to survive 
to maturity, said Jonathan Deroba, lead 


assessment scientist for herring with the 
Northeast Fisheries Science Center. He 
said it’s “premature to predict the sky is 
falling,” though he added the herring pop¬ 
ulation could be suffering from multiple 
stresses at once. 

“We’d be foolish not to look at climate 
change, the abundance of haddock, which 
are egg predators, and fishing activity on 
Georges Bank disrupting herring,” Dero¬ 
ba said. Georges Bank is a key fishing area 
off New England. 

Fishermen bring herring to shore most¬ 
ly in Maine and Massachusetts, which are 
also the biggest lobster fishing states. Lob¬ 
stermen also load traps with other kinds of 
bait, such as menhaden, and some herring 
is available in freezers. But fishermen said 
they’re concerned there won’t be enough to 
go around. 

The New England Fishery Management 
Council is also considering herring catch 
quota for 2020 and 2021 later this year, and 
fishermen said they’re concerned the cuts 
could be maintained during that time. 

The loss of herring is also a heavy blow 
to the fishermen who harvest the species. 



Robert F. Bukaty/AP 


Herring are kept in a barrel in Portland, 
Maine. A cut in the herring fishery 
threatens the lobster industry, which 
relies heavily on herring for bait. 

said Jeff Kaelin, who works in government 
relations for Lund’s Fisheries, a herring 
harvester based in Cape May, N. J. 

“It’s going to be tough on everyone,” 
Kaelin said. 
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EU negotiator: 
No-deal Brexit 
ever more likely 



By Raf Casert 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — European 
Union chief negotiator Michel 
Barnier says that Britain’s disor¬ 
derly exit from the EU without a 
deal is becoming more likely by 
the day after the UK. parliament 
again rejected alternatives to the 
government’s unpopular divorce 
deal. 

Despite the downbeat assess¬ 
ment, Barnier said that “we can 
still hope to avoid it” through in¬ 
tensive work in London ahead of 
an April 10 EU summit. A no-deal 
Brexit could come as soon as two 
days after that. 

Despite the difficulties of a cha¬ 
otic exit, “the EU will be able to 
manage,” Barnier said, although 
he warned that “not everything 
will be smooth.” 

Exit without a deal would affect 
trade and travel overnight, with 


new checks on borders and new 
regulations on dealings between 
Britain and the 27 remaining EU 
nations. 

The EU had negotiated a long 
transition period with British 
Prime Minister Theresa May, but 
it was linked to the overall agree¬ 
ment that the UK. parliament 
has rejected up to now. 

“There is no transition if there 
is no deal,” Barnier warned, and 
the sudden exit would be all the 
more frenzied because of it. 

Barnier insisted the EU would 
not renegotiate the 585-page 
withdrawal agreement but said 
he was willing to open up the 
political declaration which came 
with the legal text. 

“If the UK. so wishes, we are 
ready to rework the political 
declaration as long as the funda¬ 
mental principles of the EU are 
respected,” he said. 

In Britain, though, political 


chaos continued to reign. 

With just 11 days until the UK. 
must come up with a new plan 
or crash out of the bloc in chaos, 
the House of Commons threw out 
four options designed to replace 
May’s thrice-rejected Brexit deal 
— though in some cases it was 
close. 

Monday’s result left May’s 


Conservative government fac¬ 
ing difficult and risky choices. It 
can gamble on a fourth attempt 
to push the deal through Parlia¬ 
ment, let Britain tumble out of 
the bloc without a deal or roll the 
dice by seeking a snap election to 
shake up Parliament. 

May has summoned her Cabi¬ 
net for a marathon meeting Tues¬ 


day to thrash out the options. The 
prime minister, who is renowned 
for her dogged determination, 
could try to bring her Brexit 
agreement back for a fourth time 
later this week. 

Monday’s votes revealed a pref¬ 
erence among lawmakers for a 
softer form of Brexit — but not a 
m^ority to make it happen. 


Pope: Women have ‘legitimate claims’ for justice, equality 


By Nicole Winfield 

Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Fran¬ 
cis said Tuesday that women have 
“legitimate claims” to seek more 
justice and equality in the Catho¬ 
lic Church, but stopped short of 
endorsing more sweeping calls 
from his own bishops to recog¬ 
nize the “urgency of an inevitable 
change” to give them leadership 
roles. 

Francis issued a document 
inspired by an October 2018 
meeting of the world’s bishops 
on better ministering to today’s 
young Catholics. The meeting was 
marked by demands for greater 
women’s rights, and the bishops’ 
final document called the need 
for women to have positions of re¬ 


sponsibility and decision-making 
in the church “a duty of justice.” 

In his lengthy document, 
“Christ is alive,” Francis endors¬ 
es no such conclusion. He says 
only that a church that listens to 
young people must be attentive 
to women’s “legitimate claims” 
for equality and justice, and must 
better train men and women who 
have leadership potential. 

“A living church can look back 
on history and acknowledge a fair 
share of male authoritarianism, 
domination, various forms of en¬ 
slavement, abuse and sexist vio¬ 
lence,” Francis writes. 

“With this outlook, she can sup¬ 
port the call to respect women’s 
rights, and offer convinced sup¬ 
port for greater reciprocity be¬ 
tween males and females, while 


not agreeing with everything 
some feminist groups propose.” 

Asked at a news conference 
Tuesday about the lack of refer¬ 
ence to both women in leader¬ 
ship positions and the need to 
welcome homosexuals better, 
synod organizer Cardinal Loren¬ 
zo Baldisseri noted that Francis 
acknowledged in his text that he 
couldn’t rewrite everything from 
the final synod document and re¬ 
ferred readers back to it. 

Francis writes that he was in¬ 
spired by all the reflections at 
the synod but that he wanted to 
use his text to “summarize those 
proposals I considered most 
significant.” 

The document, known as an ap¬ 
ostolic exhortation, covers a wide 
range of issues confronting young 


people today, noting that many 
feel alienated from the Catho¬ 
lic Church because of its sexual 
and financial scandals and are 
themselves suffering from untold 
forms of exploitation, conflict and 
despair. 

A hefty chunk of the document 
focuses on both the promises and 
perils of the digital world and 
dedicates ample space to the 
plight of migrants. It uses millen¬ 
nial lingo, calling the Virgin Mary 
an “influencer” and describing 
relations with God in computing 
terms: “hard disk,” “archive” and 
“deleting.” 

The document calls for an ur¬ 
gent reform of Catholic schools 
and youth ministry programs, 
saying they are often focused on 
self-preservation and protecting 


the young from outside errors 
and are divorced from the reality 
of the lives lived by the young. 

The issue of women was par¬ 
ticularly acute during the synod, 
given that only seven nuns were 
invited to participate alongside 
267 cardinals, bishops and priests. 
None of the women had the right 
to vote on the final document, and 
the nuns made clear and public 
their displeasure before, during 
and after the meeting. 

While reference to the gender 
disparity at future synods was 
scrapped, the final document did 
recommend that women have 
a greater presence in church 
structures at all levels, including 
positions of responsibility, while 
respecting that the priesthood re¬ 
mains for men only. 


Rival concedes, accuses Ukrainian president of rigging vote 


By Yuras Karmanau 
Associated Press 

KIEV, Ukraine — The candidate who 
placed third in the first round of Ukraine’s 
presidential election conceded defeat Tues¬ 
day but alleged the incumbent, who came 
in second, rigged the results in his favor. 

Opinion polls had shown Yulia Tymosh- 
enko, a former prime minister who has 
been a fixture in Ukrainian politics for 
two decades, leading the race until a few 
months before Sunday’s election. 

With nearly 99% percent of ballots 


I ' ’ counted, comic actor 

■ Volodymyr Zelenskiy 

If garnered 30% of 

r! ^ the vote. President 

Petro Poroshenko was 
next with just under 
16%, while Tymosh- 
enko received 13%. 

That means that 
Ukraine’s new presi¬ 
dent will be elected in 
a runoff between Zel¬ 
enskiy and Poroshenko on April 21. 

In her concession remarks, Tymoshenko 



Tymoshenko 


alleged Poroshenko had manipulated the 
vote. 

“He should not be in the runoff,” she 
said. “He got there by cheating.” 

Tymoshenko did not specify what kind 
of election interference she thought oc¬ 
curred, although she had accused Porosh¬ 
enko in the days before the election of 
buying votes. 

The president responded last week by 
promising a democratic election, saying 
Ukraine had a lot at stake in monitors’ 
views of the process. 

Tymoshenko said she would not contest 


the election results because she thinks Po¬ 
roshenko controls the courts. She refused 
to back either Zelenskiy or Poroshenko for 
the runoff 

She said she and her party would now 
focus on the parliamentary election in the 
fall, which could give her a post in a new 
government. 

“The chance we’ve lost in the first round 
of the presidential election is just one 
chance,” Tymoshenko said. “We still have 
one opportunity left to bring in a dramatic 
change, to implement a new course, and 
this is the next parliamentary elections.” 
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Thai leader inspects air pollution in north 



Maytanan Merchant/AP 


Tourists wear masks on Tuesday in Chiang Mai province, Thailand, where air pollution is posing what 
officials are calling a severe health crisis. 


Associated Press 

CHIANG MAI, Thailand — 
The air hanging over Thailand’s 
far north has become so polluted, 
the prime minister went Tuesday 
to see in person what is being 
called a severe health crisis. 

Prime Minister Prayuth Chan- 
ocha arrived by helicopter at 
an army base in Chiang Mai, a 
popular tourist destination where 
seasonal haze has been unusually 
bad and prolonged this year. 

The thick gray smoky air has 
largely hidden the forested moun¬ 
tains that surround the city, and 
many schools have closed. Pollu¬ 
tion levels have soared into the 
hazardous zone and remained 
there for many weeks, putting 
the city at the top of the list of 
the world’s most polluted cities 
on many days, although readings 
often fluctuate by time of day. 

Much of the current pollution 
has been caused by the burning of 
forest undergrowth by villagers 
to make it easier to gather mush¬ 
rooms and other products for 
sale. The burning often occurs at 
night, lighting the sky but making 
it hard to catch the perpetrators. 

The city is especially vulner¬ 
able because the mountains that 
surround it trap the pollution. 

The problem has been worse 
this year because of a drier- 
than-usual dry season. In several 
weeks, farmers are expected to 
start burning com fields to clear 
them for planting, prolonging the 
pollution. 


Prayuth handed out firefight¬ 
ing supplies such as hoes and told 
local military personnel and fire¬ 
fighters that he traveled to Chi¬ 
ang Mai to show his support. 

He met with representatives 
from eight northern provinces at 
an ad-hoc regional pollution mon¬ 
itoring center and said the fires 


must be controlled within seven 
days. 

“We need to work on a long¬ 
term solution with understand¬ 
ing from the public,” he said. “We 
need time to change the way we 
grow crops and farm. 

“Tens of millions of people 
could be affected,” he said. “It 


could create confusion and chaos. 
We will work on the immediate 
problems and plan for long-term 
solutions.” 

There has been widespread 
criticism of the government’s re¬ 
sponse so far, with about 40,000 
people signing a Change.org pe¬ 
tition calling for the governor’s 


replacement. The local govern¬ 
ment has been hesitant to declare 
a state of emergency, in part be¬ 
cause of the possible impact on 
tourism. 

Levels of tiny airborne particu¬ 
lates known as PM2.5 in Chiang 
Mai and surrounding areas ex¬ 
ceed 300 meg. on many days, six 
times the Thai safety limit, and 
have peaked at about 700. PM2.5 
particulates are small enough to 
be sucked deep into the lungs and 
enter the bloodstream, and can 
cause respiratory problems and 
over time may raise risks of car¬ 
diovascular disease and cancers. 

Khuanchai Supparatpinyo, di¬ 
rector of the Research Institute 
of Health Sciences at Chiang 
Mai University, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that for more than a 
decade Chiang Mai province has 
endured the annual phenomenon 
known as “dust season.” The haze 
used to hit from about February 
to March, but Khuanchai said 
that in recent years it can last up 
to five months due to worsening 
conditions such as drier air and 
industrial farming. 

In January, more than 400 
schools in the capital, Bangkok, 
were shut for a week when the 
PM2.5 level was around 70 to 
120 meg. Bangkok’s governor re¬ 
sponded by declaring the city a 
“pollution control zone,” allowing 
measures such as road closings 
and limits on diesel exhaust, out¬ 
door burning and construction 
activities. 


Japan’s new era name 
causes some confusion 


Firefighters in China 
contain blaze; 30 dead 


By Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japan’s announce¬ 
ment that the official translation 
of the era name for the new em¬ 
peror will be “Beautiful Harmo¬ 
ny” has set off confusion while 
offices rush to make changes 
before Crown Prince Naruhito 
takes the throne. 

The era of “Reiwa” begins May 
1, a day after Emperor Akihito, 
85, abdicates and hands over the 
chrysanthemum throne to his 
elder son. 

The cultural importance of the 
imperial family and the secretive 
naming process created a frenzy 
of attention for the announcement 
of the era name on Monday. 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
said the name, composed of two 
Chinese characters, was taken 
for the first time from an an¬ 
cient Japanese book instead of 
from Chinese classics. He said it 
comes from a section about plum 
blossoms in Manyoshu, a poetry 
anthology from the 7th-8th cen¬ 
turies, and suggests that “culture 
is born and nurtured as the peo¬ 
ple’s hearts are beautifully drawn 
together.” 

Abe did not say which of a 
range of meanings for each of the 


two Chinese characters applied to 
the era name. 

Experts and media had a vari¬ 
ety of interpretations of the mean¬ 
ing, and initial reports generally 
settled on “pursuing harmony.” 
The first character can also mean 
order, rule, good or auspicious. 
The second can mean peace, rec¬ 
onciliation or soft. 

A Foreign Ministry official gave 
the official translation Tuesday. 

“‘Reiwa’ is best interpreted 
as ‘beautiful harmony,”’ said 
Masaru Sato, the deputy consul- 
general and director of the Japan 
Information Center in New York. 
“‘Reiwa’ refers to the beauty 
of plum blossoms after a tough 
winter, and is taken to mean the 
beauty of people when they bring 
their hearts together to cultivate 
a culture.” 

Discussion of the era name 
dominated Japanese newspa¬ 
pers and television talk shows, 
and stores began selling Reiwa 
goods. 

A bakery in Tokyo sold cup¬ 
cakes decorated with Reiwa 
toppings, and sweet bean cakes 
carrying Reiwa logos quickly 
sold out at a souvenir shop inside 
Japan’s parliament building. 

Some bookstores set up Many¬ 
oshu sections, and many editions 



Ryosuke Uematsu, Kyodo News /AP 


Kane Tanaka, 116, who is 
honored by Guinness World 
Records as the world’s oldest 
living person, poses with 
“Reiwa” made of chocolate at a 
nursing home in Fukuoka, Japan, 
on Monday. “Reiwa” has been 
designated the new era name in 
Japan. 

of the anthology were out of stock 
on Amazon. Department stores 
were planning to sell gold coins 
emblazoned with Reiwa. 

The announcement gives the 
government, businesses and 
people only a month to adjust to a 
change that affects many parts of 
Japanese society, though the em¬ 
peror has no political power under 
Japan’s postwar constitution. 


Associated Press 

BEIJING — Firefighters on 
Tuesday contained a blaze high 
in the rugged forested mountains 
of western China that claimed the 
lives of 30 colleagues in one of the 
worst disasters for the emergency 
services in recent years. 

Open flames had been extin¬ 
guished and only a few areas 
continued to emit smoke, with no 
further threat of the fire spread¬ 
ing, state media reported. 

The bodies of the dead fire¬ 
fighters were transported to the 
town of Xichang in Sichuan prov¬ 
ince, where residents presented 
flowers as a sign of mourning 
and respect. Some of the bodies 
could be identified only through 
DNA, state broadcaster CCTV 
reported. 

Three helicopters brought in 
reinforcements to fully extin¬ 
guish the blaze. 

Changing winds Sunday appar¬ 
ently trapped 27 firefighters and 
three helpers who were battling 
the blaze in a remote area at an 
altitude of 12,500 feet, accord¬ 
ing to the Ministry of Emergency 
Management. Despite attempts 
at a rescue, all 30 were confirmed 
dead Monday afternoon. 

The Xinhua News Agency 
quoted firefighting official Xie 


Shi’en as saying wind, dry air and 
combustible material created an 
explosive effect where the men 
were working. 

“Among all scenarios in a fire, 
an explosive blaze is the most 
dangerous, and also very rarely 
seen,” Xie said. 

The fire advanced so quickly 
that trees on the ridge were con¬ 
sumed within seconds, firefighter 
Wang Xin told Xinhua. 

“All of a sudden, we heard a 
huge explosive sound from the 
ridge and saw a wall of flame 
rocket up. It was as if someone 
triggered a huge flamethrower,” 
Wang said. 

Most of the dead were in their 
20s, although at least two were 
teenagers, according to state 
media reports. One had recently 
married. 

China has been battling forest 
fires in recent weeks in various 
parts of the vast country, includ¬ 
ing on the outskirts of Beijing, fed 
by dry weather and high winds 
across many northern areas. 

The death toll appeared to be 
the worst among Chinese fire¬ 
fighters since 2015, when an ex¬ 
plosion at a chemical warehouse 
in the port of Tianjin killed 173 
people, most of them firefighters 
and other first responders. 
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Using dirt, boy fills 
potholes on his street 

UI MUSKEGON 
ITII HEIGHTS — A west 
Michigan boy is getting attention 
for taking matters into his own 
hands to deal with potholes. 

WZZM-TV reported Monte 
Scott, 12, recently used dirt from 
his backyard to even out a street 
near his Muskegon Heights 
home. He said he “didn’t want 
people messing up their cars like 
my mom did.” 

Trinell Scott said her son “took 
it upon himself” to fix the road. 

Time capsule found 
near zoo entrance 

liy LAFAYETTE — Con- 
11^ struction workers uncov¬ 
ered a time capsule that had long 
been rumored to be buried near 
the entrance of a northwestern 
Indiana zoo. 

Workers preparing for land¬ 
scaping work at the Columbian 
Park Zoo in Lafayette found a 
copper box on March 22 as they 
used equipment to move a boul¬ 
der that once held a Spanish- 
American War Memorial plaque 
that was dedicated in 1931. 

The Journal & Courier report¬ 
ed that the small box was opened 
last week. It contained several 
newspapers still legible despite 
spending 88 years beneath the 
boulder. 

Agency, university work 
to save rare plant 

I WHITEWATER — The 
WW I Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources and the Uni¬ 
versity of Wisconsin-Whitewater 
are working together to find a 
way to save one of the state’s rar¬ 
est plants. 

For the past few years, the uni¬ 
versity has been growing seed¬ 
lings of Fassett’s locoweed in a 
lab, Wisconsin Public Radio re¬ 
ported. The DNR plans to trans¬ 
port the seedlings to a lakeshore 
where the plant hasn’t been seen 
in 15 years. 

The plant, unique to Wisconsin, 
is on state and federal lists as en¬ 
dangered and threatened. 

Researchers hope giving the 
plant more time to develop before 
planting will help the seedlings 
flourish, said Nic Tippery, an as¬ 
sociate professor of biology at the 
university. 

Trapper catches a 
750-pound alligator 

PI JUPITER — A massive 
r L gator weighing more 700 
pounds and measuring nearly 12- 
feet long has been caught in South 
Florida. 

A spokeswoman for Jupiter 
Police said a trapper caught 
the unusually large gator near 
an office park Thursday after a 
business owner reported it. The 
reptile, which weighed nearly 750 
pounds, is being taken to a gator 
farm in central Florida. 

The department posted pic¬ 
tures of officers wrangling the 
gator. 

The Sun Sentinel reported al¬ 
ligators are especially active in 
South Florida in warm weather. 


THE CENSUS 

The number of gallons of fuel that spilled into a ditch connected to the Lochsa River 
near Poweii Junction, Idaho, after an accident invoiving a fuei tanker truck. Police said 
the driver was heading west on Highway 12 early Friday when he went off the roadway 
for an unknown reason. The trailer became disconnected from the tanker and overturned. 
The driver was trapped inside and was rescued. Police said measures were taken to con¬ 
tain the spill and environmental agencies were notified. The cleanup crew is expected to remain for about a week. 


1,200 




Scott Varley, The Orange County (Calif.) Register/AP 


Carry-on plane 

A small plane that made an emergency landing on Orange Avenue in Signal Hill, Calif., is loaded onto a truck to be towed back to Long 
Beach Airport on Monday. Authorities said nobody was hurt when the small plane landed on the street shortly after takeoff from the 
Southern California airport. 


Alcohol by volume limit 
raised for beer sales 

I IT s^lt lake city 

W I — Utah Gov. Gary Her¬ 
bert has signed into law a com¬ 
promise deal reached by state 
lawmakers that raises the amount 
of alcohol allowed in beer sold in 
grocery and convenience stores. 

Herbert recently announced 
the signing of a law that raises the 
alcohol limit to 4 percent. That is 
still relatively low, but will allow 
for most production-line beers 
to be sold in grocery and conve¬ 
nience stores. 

Utah had limited beer to 3.2 
percent alcohol outside of state- 
owned liquor stores, but large 
breweries have been discontinu¬ 
ing weak-beer products as other 
states abandon similar limits. 

Schools seek help after 
weeks of missed time 

COLUMBIA — A few 

South Carolina school 
districts that missed more than 
two weeks of classes because of 
Hurricane Florence are turning 
to lawmakers for help. 


A bill that unanimously passed 
the House would allow school 
districts to send a request to the 
South Carolina Department of 
Education to waive any days 
missed beyond the 10th day for 
bad weather. Because districts 
need to finalize their calendars, 
the Senate Education Commit¬ 
tee reluctantly sent the bill to the 
Senate floor Wednesday, promis¬ 
ing to look at possible changes. 

Republican Sen. Shane Massey, 
of Edgefield, wondered if students 
are getting all the education they 
need with many missed days. 

Bomb, gun found are 
linked to late suspect 

1^ 1^ LINGANORE — An 
I w I explosive device and 
a loaded handgun found in the 
Maryland woods have been linked 
to a stalking case in which the 
suspect died by suicide in open 
court nearly two decades ago. 

News outlets cited a joint news 
release from the Office of the 
Maryland State Fire Marshal 
and Howard County police say¬ 
ing documents found alongside 
the items indicated they belonged 


to Alan Bruce Chmurny. 

Chmumy was a vice president 
of Oceanix Biosciences when 
he was accused in 2000 of pour¬ 
ing mercury into the vents of an 
employee’s car. Chmurny had left 
the woman threatening messages, 
including at least one mentioning 
a bomb. 

He died by suicide in 2001. 

Felon elected, but can’t 
serve as town’s mayor 

I Mk BATON ROUGE —Vot- 
ers in a small central 
Louisiana town will have to elect 
another mayor after the man they 
chose got sidelined by a new con¬ 
stitutional restriction on felons 
holding elected office. 

Roy Hebron, a Democrat, 
turned in paperwork last week 
formally declaring that he won’t 
accept the office of mayor repre¬ 
senting the town of Ball. Hebron’s 
lawyer, Charles Elliott, said the 
filing came after the Louisiana 
Supreme Court ruled against He¬ 
bron and his pardon application 
was denied. 

Hebron, a former Ball mayor, 
was elected on the same Novem¬ 


ber ballot on which voters state¬ 
wide enacted a constitutional 
provision requiring felons to wait 
five years after their sentences 
before seeking office. Hebron 
was under corrections supervi¬ 
sion for a hurricane-related fraud 
conviction until 15 months ago. 

Sheriff: Parents didn’t 
know girl was at park 

PI WEST PALM BEACH 
r L — Sheriff’s officials in 
Florida said they have arrested 
the parents of a child who was 
found wandering alone in a park. 

The Palm Beach County Sher¬ 
iff’s Office posted the little girl’s 
picture on social media after she 
was found in Haverhill Park. The 
next morning, they located the 
parents, who told investigators 
they didn’t realize they’d left the 
child, who had been missing for 
14 hours. 

Investigators arrested Jolanda 
and Makenson Alexandre on 
child neglect charges. The De¬ 
partment of Children and Fami¬ 
lies removed the couple’s seven 
other children from the home. 
From wire reports 
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Rockabilly Hall’s 
Billy Adams dies 

Rockabilly Hall of Famer Billy 
Adams, who wrote and recorded 
the rockabilly staple “Rock, Pret¬ 
ty Mama,” has died. He was 79. 

Adams died March 30 in West¬ 
moreland, Tenn. 

Born in Redbush, Ky., Adams 
was one of 14 children and the 
son of a coal miner who worked 
in the Van Lear coal mine, the 
same place that Loretta Lynn 
sings about in “Coal Miner’s 
Daughter.” 

Adams told Public Radio Inter¬ 
national that with no money for 
instruments, he strummed a lard 
bucket like a guitar and listened 
to Bill Monroe on the Grand Ole 
Opry radio program. 

Among other songs he record¬ 
ed in the late ’50s include “You 
Heard Me Knocking,” “True 
Love Will Come Your Way,” and 
“You Gotta Have a Duck Tail.” 

Adams told PRI he was inspired 
to write “Rock, Pretty Mama,” 
listening to the sound of trains 
near his home. It was released in 
1957 and was included in multiple 
compilations of rockabilly songs. 
He recorded a comeback record 
at Sun Studios called “Legacy” in 
2000 . 

Eagles to perform 
‘Hotel California’ album 

The Eagles will perform their 
1976 “Hotel California” album 
in its entirety in concert for the 
first time. Live Nation says it will 
take place on Sept. 27 and 28 at 
MGM Grand Garden Arena in 
Las Vegas. 

Don Henley, Joe Walsh and 
Timothy B. Schmit will be joined 
by Deacon Frey and Vince Gill 
for what will be the group’s only 
North American performances 
of 2019. Founding member Glenn 
Frey, Deacon’s father, died in 
2016. 

“Hotel California” is the third 
best-selling U.S. album in history, 
and the title song and “New Kid 
in Town” won Grammys. 

Other news 

■ Luke Bryan, Keith Urban, 
Blake Shelton and Old Dominion 
will perform at the Academy of 
Country Music Awards in Las 
Vegas on Sunday. The ACMs an¬ 
nounced the final round of per¬ 
formers on Tuesday, as well as 
presenters, which include “Game 
of Thrones” actor Nikolgj Coster- 
Waldau as well as country stars 
Lady Antebellum, Hunter Hayes, 
Lauren Alaina, Clint Black, Carly 
Pearce, Michal Ray, Cole Swind¬ 
ell and Midland. Previously an¬ 
nounced performances include 
pop star Khalid and Kane Brown, 
Grammy-winner Brandi Carlile 
with Dierks Bentley and pop star 
Kelly Clarkson singing with both 
Jason Aldean and Dan + Shay. 

■ “Inside Edition” anchor 
Deborah Norville will undergo 
surgery to remove a cancerous 
thyroid nodule from her neck. 
From The Associated Press 

CORRECTION: In a story April 
2 about the Stellar Gospel Music 
Awards, The Associated Press re¬ 
ported erroneously that Jonathan 
McReynolds won six awards. He 
won eight. 


She’s her own grandma 


Ruth Wilson says role in PBS miniseries ‘Mrs. Wilson’ 
was the most stressful thing she’s ever done 



By Meredith Blake 
Los Angeles Times 

I t’s nearly lunchtime on a Friday in 
downtown Manhattan, but Ruth Wilson 
is just sitting down to breakfast. Her 
meals are all out of whack because she’s 
starring every night in a 3y2-hour production 
of “King Lear,” in previews at Broadway’s 
Cort Theatre: “You’ve got to work out how to 
eat,” she says cheekily, “or you’ll be farting 
everywhere.” 


Wilson, who plays doomed Cordelia and 
the Fool in “Lear,” has also depicted a psy¬ 
chopathic genius in the BBC’s “Luther,” a 
woman clouded by grief in Showtime’s “The 
Affair,” a 19th-century governess who falls 
for her brooding master in the BBC’s “Jane 
Eyre,” and a submissive wife torn between 
her brutish husband and neurotic sister in a 
London production of “A Streetcar Named 
Desire.” 

Yet none of these intense, enigmatic roles 
prepared the actress for her trickiest job: 
portraying her grandmother, Alison, in 
“Mrs. Wilson,” a “Masterpiece” miniseries 
that premiered Sunday stateside, which she 
also executive produced. 

“It was the most stressful thing I have done 
in my life,” says Wilson, laughing as she ex¬ 
plains how she wound up with a thyroid issue 
because of all the pressure. “I need a week 
in a Zen monastery.” 

Alison was a fixture in Wilson’s childhood, 
living around the comer from her family in 
the London suburbs, coming over for lunch 
on Sundays and often picking up Wilson and 
her three older brothers from school. But she 
was also emotionally distant, introverted and 
devout — not “the warm granny who gave 
you a hug,” Wilson recalls. “You never felt 
that comfortable around her.” 

Her grandfather, who died years before she 
was born, was even more of a mystery. “Dad 
never spoke of his dad. I had three grandpar¬ 
ents, and that was kind of it. I found a pic¬ 
ture of him when I was about 10 and rooting 
through my dad’s cabinet, and I said, ‘Who is 
this?’ ‘That’s my dad.’ No more discussion.” 

When she was 16 or 17, Wilson began to 
understand her grandmother’s detachment. 

That’s when Alison shared a private mem- 
with her family that revealed 
a secret she’d kept hidden 
for decades: Her late 
husband, Alexander, a 
spy novelist and intel¬ 
ligence agent 25 
years her senior, 
was a bigamist 
who had never 
actually divorced 
his first wife. 
They’d met dur¬ 
ing World War 
II, when Alison 


was a secre¬ 
tary at MI6. 

Alison dis¬ 
covered the 
truth after 
his sudden 
death in 
1963 but 
chose to 
keep it 
from her 
two sons 
until they 
were 
middle- 
aged 
men 
with 
fami¬ 
lies of 
their 
own and 
relied on 
her faith to 


cope. 

And there were 
more revelations to come. 



PBS photos 


“Mrs. Wilson” is a true story about a 
devoted wife finding out after her husband’s 
death that he had many secrets. 

After Alison died in 2005, the family 
learned that Alexander (known as Alec) ac¬ 
tually had two more wives and seven chil¬ 
dren in total. Even his career at MI6 has 
been cast into doubt. The Wilsons remain 
unsure whether he was a chronic fabulist 
who was fired from the intelligence agency, 
leaving Alison and their sons destitute, or, as 
he claimed, a secret agent committed to an 
especially elaborate cover. 

“The story kept unraveling,” says Wilson, 
“and it keeps unraveling.” 

Discovering her grandfather’s secrets, 
Wilson says, has “made sense of things that 
never made sense before,” especially her act¬ 
ing career, which once seemed “a weird and 
obtuse” choice in a family of jocks. “Then I 
find out my grandfather wrote 27 books and 
set up acting troupes with two of the families. 
His attachment to creativity and language 
and storytelling — that was what connected 
the dots for me and made me feel like not 
such a weirdo.” 

Any time Wilson told people in the industry 
about her family saga, the response would be 
the same: “You should tell this story.” But she 
found that everyone in L.A. wanted to focus 
on her grandfather — the kind of charming, 
enigmatic con man that Hollywood finds 
endlessly fascinating. 

Wilson, however, was determined to focus 
on her grandmother’s journey. “The women,” 
she says, “are as deeply interesting in their 
connection to him and their capacity to sur¬ 
vive throughout that and maintain a family.” 

Eventually, the BBC gave a greenlight to 
“Mrs. Wilson,” which aired in the UK. in 
November and costars Iain Glen (“Game 
of Thrones”) as Alec and Keeley Hawes 
(“Bodyguard”) as his second wife, Dorothy. 
The three-hour miniseries is a detective 
story told through Alison’s eyes. 

Once the project was a go, Wilson faced 
the formidable task of portraying someone 
she knew but whose voice and gestures she 
could only dimly recall. 

“It was a bit inhibiting at first,” says Wil¬ 
son, who doesn’t particularly resemble Ali¬ 
son (she gets her distinctive eyebrows from 
her other grandmother). The production 
schedule also jumped around, meaning she 
might be playing the youthful, optimistic 
Alison of the 1940s in the morning and the 
intense, pious Alison of the 1960s in the af¬ 
ternoon. Then came the deeply weird expe¬ 
rience of giving birth to her own father on 
screen. 

“You just go, ‘Where am I? What am I 
doing?’ Every time the clapper board goes 
‘Mrs. Wilson,’ it’s like, ‘Oh, God, we’re actu¬ 
ally doing this.’” 
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By Charles Lane 

The Washington Post 

A S you consider the potential im¬ 
pact on the 2020 presidential 
race of the Mueller report, or Joe 
Biden’s handsiness, or President 
Donald Trump’s sudden resumption of the 
OOP’s anti-“Obamacare” crusade, or even 
interest rates, keep a corner of your mind 
open to this possibility: None of it — or al¬ 
most none of it — makes any difference. 

Campaign 2020 shapes up as a referen¬ 
dum on the incumbent. Yet if recent data is 
any guide, Americans have made up their 
minds about Trump, and nothing between 
now and Election Day — not actual events, 
and certainly not the spin his political op¬ 
ponents put on those events — is likely to 
change that. 

Much has happened between April 
1, 2017, and April 1, 2019. A partial list: 
Trump’s firing of FBI Director James 
Comey; a violent white-supremacist march 
in Charlottesville, Va.; devastating hur¬ 
ricanes in Puerto Rico and Florida; huge 
tax cuts; the Brett Kavanaugh Supreme 
Court confirmation hearings; family sepa¬ 
ration on the U.S.-Mexico border; a 35-day 
government shutdown and an embarrass¬ 
ing Trump-Putin news conference in 
Helsinki. 

After that tornado of events passed, 
42.3% of the public approved of Trump’s 
job performance, in an average of polls 
reported by FiveThirtyEight, the political 
website; 52.8% disapproved. Two years 
previously, on April 1, 2017, the figures 
were 41.5% approve, 52.5% disapprove. 

To repeat: 24 months of tumult produced 
essentially no change in Trump’s stand¬ 
ing with the public. Strictly speaking, it 
improved. His net disapproval rating had 
shrunk slightly, from 11 points to 10.5. (An¬ 


By Eli Lake 

Bloomberg News 

E ver since Attorney General 
William Barr released the “prin¬ 
cipal conclusions” of special coun¬ 
sel Robert Mueller’s report on the 
investigation into Russian interference in 
the 2016 presidential election. Democrats 
have been bracing — or is it hoping? — for 
a cover-up. 

Despite Barr’s promise to release the re¬ 
port by mid-April, Democratic leaders in 
Congress have issued an April 2 deadline. 
Rep. Adam Schiff, chairman of the House 
Intelligence Committee, says Barr should 
ask for court approval for the release of 
grand jury information. “Redactions are 
unacceptable,” he tweeted. 

At the heart of this strategy is a call for 
the Mueller report’s underlying documents. 
This includes everything from interview 
transcripts to internal memoranda. In 
other words, how much does Mueller know 
and when did he learn it. 

In a way it’s understandable. Barr’s let¬ 
ter last month said Mueller did not estab¬ 
lish any conspiracy between Russia and 
the Trump campaign to influence the elec¬ 
tion. So maybe Democrats are thinking 
they can find their collusion pony in the 
pile of documents that informed Mueller’s 
investigation. 

What’s more, any documents that are not 
handed over to Congress become their own 
kind of scandal. Republicans know this 
game very well. They launched a Benghazi 
special committee after an independent 
group found emails of White House talking 
points that were not handed over to over- 


other leading “poll of polls,” produced by 
RealClearPolitics, confirms this trend.) 

Looking back, there have only been two 
periods of significant malleability in public 
views of Trump. The first big change was 
a 20 -h percentage-point surge in Trump’s 
personal favorability rating (measured by 
RealClearPolitics) between the time he 
started his run in mid-2015 and the end 
of 2016. That reflected a pro-Trump shift 
among previously skeptical Republicans. 

The second came in the first three 
months of his presidency, when the public 
went from being evenly divided on his job 
performance to disapproving of it by dou¬ 
ble digits. The last remaining Democrats 
and independents willing to give Trump a 
chance apparently recoiled from his bel¬ 
ligerent tweets and from such policies as 
his initial attempts to limit Muslim arriv¬ 
als in the United States. 

Other than that, Trump’s approval rat¬ 
ing has remained mostly in the low-to-mid 
40s, while his disapproval number has hov¬ 
ered in the low-to-mid 50s. According to 
FiveThirtyEight, Trump’s numbers have 
been much less volatile over the first 800 
days of his presidency than those of any 
president since Harry S. Truman. 

Only Barack Obama comes close to 
Trump in this respect, which is no ac¬ 
cident. Like Obama, who could count on 
steady support from a core constituency 
— black people — Trump enjoys near-un- 
conditional backing from white evangeli¬ 
cals. In both cases, the effect was to help 
build a floor below which the approval rat¬ 
ing cannot fall. 

The United States is now thoroughly 
sorted into two camps: a large minority of 
people who are pretty much pro-Trump, 
and a m^ority that are pretty much anti-. 
Obviously, a mgjor downturn in the econo¬ 
my or the outbreak of a war could change 


sight committees. 

It should also be said that Democrats are 
within their rights to demand this kind of 
material. This is what Republicans pressed 
for and received last year with regard to 
the warrant to conduct surveillance on 
former Trump campaign adviser Carter 
Page. Aren’t the Democrats just playing by 
the Republicans’ rules? 

Nevertheless, this gambit is a trap. First, 
it feeds the darkest theories of the party’s 
base at a moment when about half the 
country wants to move on. These activ¬ 
ists need to be weaned from their obses¬ 
sion, not encouraged. Even a losing fight 
over redactions and underlying documents 
gives the activists an excuse to believe that 
some blacked-out footnote or paragraph 
holds the key to the entire Trump-Russia 
conspiracy. 

There are also good reasons why this 
kind of investigative material is almost 
never made public. The first is one that 
Democrats, rightly upset by former FBI 
Director James Comey’s press confer¬ 
ence about Hillary Clinton in 2016, used 
to champion: protecting the reputations of 
individuals not charged with a crime. For 
many of President Donald Trump’s associ¬ 
ates, like Page, it’s too late for that. Publi¬ 
cizing the details of minor Trump hangers 
on and others Mueller declined to indict 
would be making a similar kind of error. 

Disclosing the underlying investiga¬ 
tive information in these cases could also 
cause the FBI to look over its own shoulder 
too much, affecting agents’ ability to do 
their job. Benjamin Wittes, editor in chief 
of Lawfare, made this point last week at a 
Brookings Institution panel on the Muel- 


all that, but neither appears likely today. A 
fair assumption is that Trump’s share of 
the popular vote in 2016,46.1%, represents 
his likely total in 2020, give or take a per¬ 
centage point. 

If that assumption holds, and Democrats 
manage to distribute their share of the vote 
more widely than they did in 2016, Trump 
would be unlikely to win the Electoral Col¬ 
lege again. 

The 2020 race looms as a base-mobili¬ 
zation contest, in which victory will likely 
belong to the tribe — er, party — that moti¬ 
vates its people to turn out. That is to say, it 
will be the same kind of election that 2016 
was, only this time the Democrats will be 
fully aware of that going in. 

But the bad news for Democrats is that, 
beyond a certain point. Trump is impervi¬ 
ous to negative campaigning. As the past 
two years show, there is only so much 
Democrats can do to push his support lev¬ 
els down, or to push their candidate’s up, 
for that matter. 

The key variables appear to be who 
the Democrats choose as their nominee, 
and how they choose him or her. They 
can select someone so far to the left that 
frightened moderates stay home, vote for a 
third-party candidate or even pick Trump 
as the devil they know. 

Or the Democrats can attack one an¬ 
other so furiously in the crowded primary 
contest that they fatally divide and demor¬ 
alize the anti-Trump m^ority. 

Trump’s capacity for beating the Dem¬ 
ocrats is limited, but the same cannot be 
said of the Democrats’ capacity for beating 
themselves. 

Washington Post editorial writer/columnist 
Charles Lane specializes in economic and fiscal 


ler report. Congressional oversight of “the 
conduct of line prosecutors and agents” 
could have a chilling effect, he said. 

Democrats should also remember that 
they are not the only party seeking the 
Mueller investigation’s underlying docu¬ 
ments. The chairman of the Senate Judi¬ 
ciary Committee, Lindsey Graham, has 
promised an investigation into origins of 
the Trump-Russia probe. More to the point. 
Trump himself has said that he would ask 
for the full Page warrant to be released to 
the public without redactions. 

There are good reasons for the Page war¬ 
rant to be released without redactions at 
this point. It would finally put an end to the 
debate over how much the FBI relied on an 
opposition research dossier to spy on the 
Trump campaign, as Republicans allege, 
because this kind of surveillance allowed 
the bureau to eavesdrop on Page as well as 
the people with whom he communicated. 

But the Page warrant should not be a 
precedent. It is rather an exception to a 
good rule that Congress does not get to see 
everything that federal agents do in the 
course of an investigation. 

Democrats are familiar with this argu¬ 
ment. They made it last January, when 
Republicans demanded the Justice De¬ 
partment hand over the Page warrant in 
the first place. Now that Mueller has fin¬ 
ished his investigation, Schiff and his party 
should remember their old talking points. 

Ell Lake Is a Bloomberg OpTnion cdTumnlst 

covering national security and foreign policy. He 
was the senior national security correspondent 
for The Daily Beast and covered national security 
and intelligence for The Washington Times, The 
New York Sun and UPl. 


Dems’ way forward on Mueller report is a trap 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Glimpse into Saudi Aramco 
shows net profit of $1118 


By Aya Batrawy 
Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates — Saudi Aramco’s net prof¬ 
its reached $111 billion last year, 
according to an assessment pub¬ 
lished Monday by Moody’s Inves¬ 
tors Services that offered a rare 
glimpse into the state-owned oil 
firm’s finances before it issues 
its first bonds in international 
markets. 

That places Aramco ahead of 
some of the world’s most profit¬ 
able firms. By contrast, Apple 
booked a net profit of about $60 
billion in its last full year. Royal 
Dutch Shell had net income of 
$23 billion and Exxon Mobil $21 
billion. 

Moody’s said the oil giant’s 
revenue hit $355.9 billion last 
year and that it produced 10.3 
million barrels per day of crude 
oil in 2018. 

The figures provide the first 
recent look at Aramco’s revenue 
and earnings. The company, 
which began as a US. venture 
with a concession for oil rights 
in Saudi Arabia, was fully ac¬ 
quired by the Saudi government 
in 1980. 

“I would say that this tells us 
that Aramco is worth at least $1 
trillion,” said Ellen Wald, presi¬ 
dent of Transversal Consulting 
and the author of “Saudi Inc,” a 
book about Aramco’s corporate 
history. 

In another assessment issued 
Monday, Fitch Ratings said Ar¬ 
amco posted profits of $224 
billion before interest, tax, de¬ 
preciation and amortization. 


Moody’s said Aramco paid 
$58.2 billion in dividends in 2018 
and $50.4 billion in 2017. It re¬ 
mains unclear exactly how those 
dividends are distributed within 
the Saudi monarchy and its rul¬ 
ing family. 

Fitch said Aramco account¬ 
ed for around 70% of the Saudi 
government’s budget revenue be¬ 
tween 2015 and 2017, but it wasn’t 
immediately clear if that figure 
included the 
dividends 
mentioned by 
Moody’s. 

In anticipa¬ 
tion of a par¬ 
tial listing of 
Aramco on an 
international 
exchange, the 
Saudi gov¬ 
ernment in 
2017 reduced 
Ellen Wald Aramco’s 
Transversal tax rate from 
Consulting 85% to 50%. 

Such moves 
are part of an 
effort by Saudi Arabia to create 
new income streams and lessen 
the government’s dependence on 
oil for revenue. 

In their first-ever grade as¬ 
sessment for Aramco, Fitch is¬ 
sued the firm an A+ rating, while 
Moody’s gave the company it’s 
A1 rating. 

The ratings are considered 
investment-grade level and indi¬ 
cate low credit risk, but the agen¬ 
cies held off on issuing their top 
grades to Aramco due to strong 
links between the Saudi state and 
the company. 


Specifically, Fitch noted “the 
influence the state has on the 
company through regulating the 
level of production, taxation and 
dividends.” 

Wald said that five years ago, 
under the late King Abdullah, 
the government’s links to Ar¬ 
amco would not have been a 
significant concern because the 
company had “essentially com¬ 
plete independence.” 

That’s changed under King 
Salman and his son. Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, 
who have taken a much more ac¬ 
tive role in controlling various 
power centers in the kingdom, 
including Aramco, Wald said. 

“There’s no telling... what kind 
of demands this king and his son 
might make on the company in 
the future that might have im¬ 
pact on its core profitability,” she 
said. 

The ratings agencies issued 
their reports on the same day 
that Aramco said it will start to 
meet with investors about selling 
its bonds which, if issued, would 
be priced in dollars and traded on 
the London Stock Exchange. The 
bonds are expected to help pay 
for Aramco’s $69 billion acquisi¬ 
tion of m^ority shares in Saudi 
petrochemical firm SABIC from 
the kingdom’s sovereign wealth 
fund. 

Fitch said its conservative 
forecasts show Saudi Aramco’s 
net debt rising to around $35 bil¬ 
lion by 2021 after incorporating 
the SABIC transaction. 

The $69 billion deal with 
SABIC pumps capital into the 
Public Investment Fund, which 


I would 
say that 
this tells 
us that 
Aramco is 
worth at 
least $1 
trillion. ^ 



John Moore/AP 


Khaled al-Otaiby, an official of the Saudi oil company Aramco, 
watches progress at a rig near Howta, Saudi Arabia, in 1997. 
According to an assessment by Moody’s Investors Services, the net 
profits of Saudi Aramco reach^ $111 billion last year. 


is overseen by the crown prince. 

Mohammed has transformed 
the fund in order to back mEgor 
development projects through¬ 
out the kingdom amid delays 
to an initial public offering of 
Aramco, which he’d touted as a 
way to raise capital for the PIF’s 
projects. 

The deal was struck after the 
crown prince’s early efforts at at¬ 
tracting Western investors for his 
social and economic transforma¬ 
tion plans suffered a setback fol¬ 
lowing the killing of Washington 
Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi 
by Saudi agents inside the coun¬ 
try’s consulate in Istanbul last 
year. 


MARKET WATCH 


April 1,2019 


Dow Jones 
industrials 

Nasdaq 

composite 


329.74 

26,258.42 

99.59 

7,828.91 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (April 3). 

Dollar buys (April 3). 

British pound (April 3). 

Japanese yen (April 3). 

South Korean won (April 3). 

Commercial rati 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.$1.1496 

..€0.8699 

.$1.34 

.108.00 

s 

.0.3769 

British pound. 

.$1.3052 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

.1.3324 

.6-7220 

Denm.iik (Krone) 

. 6.6640 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

$i'.T2bl/!8927 
.7.8499 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

.287.07 

3 6233 
.111.37 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

. 0.3046 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

. 8.6081 

52 43 

.3.83 

.3.7502 

. 1.3560 

.1,137.56 

. 0.9992 

3178 


Turkey (New Lira).5.5749 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 River blocker 
4 Locate 
8 Cherry type 
12 Hearty quaff 


DOWN 

1 Social 
appointment 

2 “Roots” author 
Haley 


25 Aspic form 

26 “May It Be” 
singer 

27 Oboe insert 

28 Gives a darn? 







Ex<iu£e ME! Guefifi I 

Wsifi Wrong tjo 
you re a kardtiore outlaw 
wko <loe5.n t tJare atout 
^pro-per ^ Spelling. 


BlZAKKO.COM 
Fac!el.w)k.doffi./ SizarroComidS 

Pitt ta King features ©2cn9 glZARBg S'*-^ 


13 Notion 

14 Manual reader 

15 Asian holiday 

16 Brando role 
18 Glorify 

20 Make lace 

21 Formerly, 
once 

24 Ballpark winner 
28 Child star’s 
parent, 
maybe 

32 Zilch 

33 Hosp. sections 

34 Continental 
cash 

36 Caustic 
solution 

37 Bulb measure 
39 Pop’s pop 

41 Covert agents 

43 Summers in Paris 

44 Vichy water 
46 Patriot Allen 

50 Cub Scout leader 

55 Rock’s Brian 

56 Curved molding 

57 Roof overhang 

58 Scratch the 
surface 

59 Suitable 

60 Roe provider 

61 Links org. 


3 Transcending 
(Pref.) 

4 Greek orchard 
planting 

5 Wedding words 

6 Homer’s 
neighbor 

7 Loony 

8 Frosty’s nose 

9 Somewhat (Suff.) 

10 Born abroad? 

11 Dog’s warning 
17 Foot rub 

response 
19 Race segment 

22 Overconfident 

23 Baseball’s Joe 

Answer to P 


29 Snare 

30 Wine region 

31 Castle defense 
35 Showed scorn 
38 Overflowed 

40 “Spring 
ahead” hrs. 

42— Paulo, Brazil 
45 Western tribe 

47 Rope fiber 

48 Scrambled wd. 
49Asta’s mistress 

50 Pooch 

51 Swelled head 

52 Opposite 
of paleo- 

53 Taunting laugh 

54 Actress Mendes 
evious Puzzle 



4-3 


CRYPTOQUIP 


T SAWUORY PWARVC IS CQN 
PW FRRFO UVRHMTMX VHFRN 
FQYHW. T XIRAA T’P 
YRMFHVVW PRMFHVVW 
SNRSHNRY. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT DO YOU CALL A 
CELEBRATED EICTIONAL SPY WHO ’ S PRODUCING 
TONS OF OUTPUT? A HIGH-YIELD BOND. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals M 












































































































































































































































































Wednesday, April 3,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 23 


FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.con' 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 
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Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 

buyers with classifieds 



D Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 


adoption. 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 1^ 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 



Free Europe-wide delivery 

rs 



Concerts, events, TV, 


Tax Assistance_^ 


^^R BLOCKS 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I Tournament 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL 
At Manchester, N.H. 

First Round 
Friday, March 29 

UMass 4, Harvard 0 
Notre Dame 3, Clarkson 2, OT 

Championship 
Saturday, March 30 

UMass 4, Notre Dame 0 

WEST REGIONAL 
At Fargo, N.D. 

First Round 
Friday, March 29 

Denver 2, Ohio State 0 
American International 2, St. Cloud 
state 1 

Championship 
Saturday, March 30 
Denver 3, American International 0 
EAST REGIONAL 
At Providence, R.l. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 30 
Providence 6, Minnesota State Mankato 3 
Cornell 5, Northeastern 1 
Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Providence 4, Cornell 0 

MIDWEST REGIONAL 
First Round 
At Allentown, Pa. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 30 
Minnesota Duluth 2, Bowling Green 1, OT 
Quinnipiac 2, Arizona State 1 
Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Minnesota Duluth 3, Quinnipiac 1 
FROZEN FOUR 
At Buffalo, N.Y. 

National Semifinals 
Thursday, April 11 

Providence (24-11-6) vs. Minnesota 
Duluth (27-11-2) 

Denver (24-11-5) vs. UMass (30-9-0) 

National Championship 
Saturday, April 13 

Semifinal winners 


College basketball 

1 

College baseball 

1 

Tennis 

1 

Deals 


Pro football 


Orlando 

Birmingham 

Atlanta 

Memphis 


.875 236 136 
.625 165 133 
.250 88 213 
.250 152 194 


.625 158 154 
.375 135 143 
.375 158 161 


Men’s NCAA Tournament 

EAST REGIONAL 
At Washington 
Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 29 
Michigan State 80, LSU 63 
Duke 75, Virginia Tech 73 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Michigan State 68, Duke 67 
SOUTH REGIONAL 
At Louisville, Ky. 

Regional Semifinals 
Thursday, March 28 
Purdue 99, Tennessee 94, OT 
Virginia 53, Oregon 49 

Regional Championship 
Saturday, March 30 
Virginia 80, Purdue 75, OT 

MIDWEST REGIONAL 
At Kansas City, Mo. 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 29 
Auburn 97, North Carolina 80 
Kentucky 62, Houston 58 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Auburn 77, Kentucky 71, OT 
WEST REGIONAL 
At Anaheim, Calif. 

Regional Semifinals 
Thursday, March 28 
Gonzaga 72, Florida State 58 
Texas Tech 63, Michigan 44 
Regional Championship 
Saturday, March 30 
Texas Tech 75, Gonzaga 69 
FINAL FOUR 
At Minneapolis 
National Semifinals 
Saturday, April 6 
Virginia (33-3) vs. Auburn (30-9) 
Michigan State (32-6) vs. Texas Tech 
(30-6) 

National Championship 
Monday, April 8 

Semifinal winners 

Men’s NIT 

Semifinals 
At New York 
Tuesday, April 2 

Wichita State (22-14) vs. Lipscomb (28-7) 
TCU (23-13) vs. Texas (19-16) 

Championship 
At New York 
Thursday, April 4 

Semifinal winners 

CBI 

Championship Series 
(Best-of-three) 

Monday, April 1 

South Florida 63, DePaul 61, South 
Florida leads series 1-0 

Wednesday, April 3 
South Florida (23-13) at DePaul (18-16) 
Friday, April 5 

-4. ]f necessary 


Collegiate Baseball poll 


Arizona 
San Antonio 
Salt Lake 

San Diego _ , _ _ 

Saturday, March 30 
Orlando 34, Memphis 31 
Salt Lake 8, San Diego 3 

Sunday, March 31 
Birmingham 17, Atlanta 9 
Arizona 23, San Antonio 6 
Saturday’s games 
Memphis at San Antonio 
San Diego at Orlando 

Sunday’s games 


AP sportlight 


April 3 

1930 — The Montreal Canadians win 
the NHL Stanley Cup with a two-game 
sweep of the Boston Bruins. 

1933 — Ken Doraty’s overtime goal 
gives the Toronto Maple Leafs and 1-0 
victory over the Boston Bruins in semi¬ 
finals of the Stanley Cup playoffs. The 
goal comes at one hour, 44 minutes and 
46 seconds of the overtime beyond the 
one-hour regulation game. 

1977 — Jean Ratelle of the Boston 
Bruins scores his 1,000th point with an 
assist in a 7-4 triumph over the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. 

1982 — Buffalo’s Gil Perrault scores his 
1,000th point with an assist in a 5-4 vic¬ 
tory over the Montreal Canadians. 

1988 — Louisiana Tech wins the NCAA 
women’s basketball championship with 
a 56-54 come-from-behind victory over 
Auburn. 

1988 — Amy Alcott shoots a 1-under 71 
to win the Dinah Shore by two shots over 
Colleen Walker. 

1994 — Charlotte Smith’s three-point¬ 
er at the buzzer gives North Carolina a 
60-59 victory over Louisiana Tech in the 
NCAA women’s basketball championship 

2006 — Joakim Noah dominates UCLA 
with 16 points, nine rebounds and a re¬ 
cord seven blocks to key a 73-57 blowout 
for Florida’s first national title in men’s 
basketball. 


South Florida at DePa 

CIT 

Semifinals 
Tuesday, April 2 

Hampton (19-17) at Marshall (21-14) 
Texas Southern (24-13) at Green Bay 
(20-16) 

Championship 
Thursday, April 4 

Semifinal winners 

Women’s NCAA Tournament 

GREENSBORO REGIONAL 
At Greensboro, N.C. 

Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 30 
Iowa 79, N.C. State 61 
Baylor 93, South Carolina 68 
Regional Championship 
Monday, April 1 
Baylor 85, Iowa 53 

PORTLAND REGIONAL 
At Portland, Ore. 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 29 

Mississippi State 76, Arizona State 53 
Oregon 63, South Dakota State 53 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
Oregon 88, Mississippi State 84 
CHICAGO REGIONAL 
At Chicago 
Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 30 
Notre Dame 87, Texas A&M 80 
Stanford 55, Missouri State 46 
Regional Championship 
Monday, April 1 
Notre Dame 84, Stanford 68 
ALBANY REGIONAL 
At Albany, N.Y. 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 29 
UConn 69, UCLA 61 
Louisvilie 61, Oregon State 44 
Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 31 
UConn 80, Louisville 73 
FINAL FOUR 


rriucty, Mprii 3 

Baylor (35-l) vs. Oregon (33-4) 
UConn (35-2) vs. Notre Dame (34-3) 

National Championship 
Sunday, April 7 

Semifinal winners 

Women’s NIT 

Semifinals 


_day, April 3 

Northwestern (20-14) at James Madi- 
;on (29-5) 

TCU (24-10) at Arizona (22-13) 

WBI 

Championship 
Wednesday, April 3 

North Texas at Appalachian State 


TUCSON, Ariz. — The Collegiate Base¬ 
ball poll, records through March 31, total 
points and last week’s ranking. Voting 
is done by coaches, sports writers and 
sports information directors: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. N.C. State “ 

2. Arizona State 

3. UCLA 

4. Stanford 

5. Vanderbilt 

6. Oregon State 

7. Georgia 

8. Arkansas 

9. LSU 

10. Mississippi State 

11. Texas A&M 

12. East Carolina 

13. Clemson 

14. Auburn 

15. Texas Tech 

16. Louisville 

17. North Carolina 

18. Coastal Carolina 

19. UC Santa Barbara 

20. Florida 

21. UC Irvine 

22. Baylor 

23. Oklahoma State 

24. BYU 

25. TCU 

26. Texas 

27. Georgia Tech 

28. Ball State 

29. Arkansas State 

30. FAU 


27-2 495 
25-1 494 

20- 5 491 

18- 3 489 6 

22- 6 487 5 

19- 5-1 486 7 

23- 5 483 8 

22-6 481 9 

19- 9 479 12 

24- 5 478 4 

23-6-1 474 11 

21- 6 471 16 

22- 6 470 15 
22-6 469 13 

22-6 466 21 
22-7 463 22 

20- 8-1 461 10 

19- 5 460 17 
20-10 458 19 

18-5 456 18 

20- 7 454 25 

18- 8 451 - 

21- 5 448 - 
17-9 445 28 

20-11 443 - 

19- 9 441 29 


19-9 434 - 


Monterrey Open 

Monday 
At Club Sonoma 
Monterrey, Mexico 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Kirsten Flipkens (6), Belgium, def. Olga 
Danilovic, Serbia, 6-2, 6-1. 

Magdalena Rybarikova, Slovakia, def. 
Misaki Doi, Japan, 2-6, 7-6 (5), 6-3. 

Nao Hibino, Japan, def. Giuliana 01- 
mos, Mexico, 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 (5). 

Margarita Gasparyan, Russia, def. Vic¬ 
toria Rodriguez, Mexico, 6-1, 6-0. 

Stefanie Voegele, Switzerland, def. 
Ana Bogdan, Romania, 7-6 (4), 6-2. 

Ivana Jorovic, Serbia, def. Timea Ba- 
bos, Hungary, 2-6, 6-4, 6-3. 


Monday’s scores 

EAST 

Brown 14, Penn 7 

Canisius 3-4, Manhattan 2-5 

Marist 11, Fairfield 2 

Saint Peter’s 3, Monmouth 0 

St. Joseph’s (NY) 8-1, Old Westbury 3-6 

Seton Hill at Slippery Rock, 2, ppd. 

W. Virginia St. 15-5, Wheeling Jesuit 3-6 
Yale 7, Cornell 2 

SOUTH 

West Alabama 4, Union (Tenn.) 3 

MIDWEST 

Ball St. 12, Indiana-Kokomo 5 
Benedictine (III.) 4, Lakeland 0 
Brescia 12, Cincinnati Christian 5 
Calvin 4, Trine 0 
Davenport at Ashland, 2 
E. Illinois 1-9, SE Missouri 0-6, 2nd 
game 7 innings 

Huntington 12, Grace (Ind.) 2 
Indiana Wesleyan at St. Francis (Ind.), 
ppd. 

Indianapolis 11-6, Mo.-St. Louis 0-4, 
1st game 7 innings 

Jamestown 7, Dakota Wesleyan 3 
Kansas Wesleyan 13, Avila 3 
Knox 3, Monmouth (III.) 1 
Maryville (Mo.) at Bellarmlne 
Missouri S&T 5, S. Indiana 2 
Missouri Valley 4, MidAm Nazarene 2 
Park 9, Hannibal-LaGrange 5 
Saginaw Valley 9-5, Grand Valley St. 5- 
5, 2nd game 9 Innings, tie, darkness 
Siena Heights at Indiana Tech, 2, ppd. 
SW Minnesota St. 16, Upper Iowa 14 
William Woods 8, Columbia (Mo.) 7,10 


Fight schedule 

April 5 

At Sam’s Town Hotel & Gambling Hall, 
Las Vegas, Angelo Leo vs. Neil Tabano, 10, 
junior featherweights; Xavier Martinez 
vs. John Moralde, 10, Junior lightweights; 
Cameron Krael vs. Angel Hernandez, 10, 
welterweights. 

April 12 

At Staples Center, Los Angeles, Vasiliy 
Lomachenko vs. Anthony Crolla, 12, for 
Lomachenko’s WBA/WBO lightweight ti¬ 
tle; Gilberto Ramirez vs. Tommy Karpen- 
cy, 10, light heavyweights; Arnold Barbo- 
za vs. Mike Alvarado 10, welterweights. 

April 13 

At Atlantic City, N.J., Jermaine Franklin 
vs. Rydell Booker, 10, heavyweights; Otto 
Wallin vs. Nick Kisner, 10, heavyweights. 

At Minneapolis Armory, Caleb Tru- 
ax vs. Peter Quillin, 10, super middle- 
weights; Sergiy Derevyanchenko vs. Jack 
Culcay, 12, middleweights; Chris Colbert 
vs. Mario Briones, 10, lightweights. 

At Monterrey, Mexico, Jaime Munguia 
vs. Dennis Hogan, 12, for Munguia’s WBO 
junior middleweight title; Patrick Teixei- 
ra vs. Dormedes Potes, 10, Junior middle- 
weights; Diego De La Hoya vs. Enrique 
Bernache, 10, featherweights. 

April 20 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Terence Crawford vs. Amir Khan, 12, 
for Crawford’s WBO welterweight title; 
Shakur Stevenson vs. Christopher Diaz, 
10, featherweights; Teofimo Lopez vs. 
Edis Tatli, 10, lightweights; Felix Verdejo 
vs. Bryan Vasquez, 10, lightweights. 

At Dignity Health Sports Park, Carson, 
Calif., Danny Garcia vs. Adrian Granados, 
12, for the vacant WBC Silver welter¬ 
weight title; Andy Ruiz Jr. vs. Alexander 
Dimitrenko, 10, heavyweights; Brandon 
Figueroa vs. Yonfrez Parejo, 12, for the 
vacant WBA interim junior featherweight 
title. 

April 26 

At The Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Dan¬ 
iel Roman vs. TJ Doheny, 12, for Roman’s 
WBA super-bantamweight title and 
Doheny’s IBF/WBA Super super ban- 
tanweight title; Srisaket Sor Rungvisai 
vs. Juan Francisco Estrada, 12, for Sor 
Rungvisai’s WBC junior bantamweight 
title; Jessie Vargas vs. Humberto Soto, 
10, junior middleweights. 


First Round 

Alexa Guarachi, Chile, and Sabrina 
Santamarla, United States, def. Jovana 
Jaksic, Serbia, and Renata Zarazua, Mex¬ 
ico, 7-6 (5), 6-2. 

Paula Kania, Poland, and Yana Slzlko- 


Volvo Car Open 

Monday 

At Family Circle Tennis Center 
Charleston, S.C. 

Purse: $823,000 (Premier) 
Surface: Green Clay-Outdoor 

First Round 

Sofia Kenin (13), United States, def. 
Sabine Lisicki, Germany, 7-5, 6-4. 

Jessica Pegula, United States, def. Iri¬ 
na Khromacheva, Russia, 1-6, 7-6 (4), 6-1. 

Sara Sorribes Tormo, Spain, def. Fanny 
Stollar, Hungary, 6-0, 6-3. 

Tamara Zidansek, Slovenia, def. Anna- 
Lena Friedsam, Germany, 1-6, 6-2, 6-0. 

Jelena Ostapenko (10), Latvia, def. Jo¬ 
hanna Larsson, Sweden, 6-1,6-4. 

Monica Puig, Puerto Rico, def. Sara Er- 
rani, Italy, 6-0, 6-1. 

Tatjana Maria, Germany, def. Natalia 
Vikhlyantseva, Russia, 6-2, 7-5. 

Mandy Minella, Luxembourg, def. 
Anna Karolina Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 3- 
6, 7-5, 6-0. 

Belinda Bencic (9), Switzerland, def. 
Destanee Aiava, Australia, 6-3, 6-0. 

Allie Kiick, United States, def. Pauline 
Parmentier, France, 6-3, 6-0. 

Ajia Tomlanovic (14), Australia, def. 
Magda Linette, Poland, 6-2, 7-6 (7). 

Shelby Rogers, United States, def. Ev¬ 
geniya Rodina, Russia, 6-4, 6-2. 

Aliona Bolsova, Spain, def. Francesca 
di Lorenzo, United States, 6-3, 7-5. 

Martina Trevisan, Italy, def. Nadiia 
Kichenok, Ukraine, 6-2, 6-1. 

Taylor Townsend, IJnited States, def. 


Astra Sharma, Australia, 3-6, 6-2, 6-3. 


First Round 

Anna-Lena Friedsam, Germany, and 
Sara Sorribes Tormo, Spain, def. Irina 
Bara and Mihaela Buzarenescu, Roma¬ 
nia, 6-7 (2), 6-3, 10-7. 


0 0 9 10 3 


7 11 


D.C. United 
Columbus 
Toronto FC 
Philadelphia 

Cincinnati z z i / / / 

Montreal 2 2 0 6 7 11 

Orlando City 1 2 2 5 6 8 

New York 12 1 4 5 4 

Chicago 12 1 4 5 7 

New England 13 1 4 5 9 

New York City FC 0 1 3 3 4 8 

Atlanta 0 2 2 2 2 6 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 4 0 1 13 15 5 

Seattle 3 0 1 10 10 3 

Houston 3 0 1 10 10 5 

FC Dallas 3 1 1 10 9 5 

LA Galaxy 3 1 

Sporting KC 2 1 

Minnesota United 2 2 

Real Salt Lake 1 3 i 4 b i, 

Colorado 0 3 2 2 6 1: 

Vancouver 031 14 

Portland 0 3 1 15 1: 

San Jose 0 4 0 0 2 1' 

Note: Three points for victory, o 
point for tie. 

Friday, March 29 
Toronto FC 4, New York City FC 0 
Saturday, March 30 
Chicago 1, New York 0 
New England 2, Minnesota United 1 
Sporting Kansas City 7, Montreal 1 
Los Angeles FC 5, San Jose 0 
Columbus 2, Atlanta 0 
Philadelphia 2, Cincinnati 0 
FC Dallas 4, Real Salt Lake 2 
Houston 4, Colorado 1 
Seattle 0, Vancouver 0, tie 
Sunday, March 31 
D.C. United 2, Orlando City 1 
LA Galaxy 2, Portland 1 
Friday’s game 
LA Galaxy at Vancouver 

Saturday’s games 
Montreal at New Yortc City FC 
Chicago at Toronto FC 
Los Angeles FC at D.C. United 
Minnesota United at New York 
Colorado at Orlando City 
FC Dallas at Philadelphia 
New England at Columbus 
Portland at San Jose 
Real Salt Lake at Seattle 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

MLB PLAYERS ASSOCIATION - An¬ 
nounced the resignation of chief opera¬ 
tions officer Kevin McGuiness. Promoted 
deputy chief operations officer Xavier D. 
James to chief operations officer. Named 
Hiram Arnaud associate general coun¬ 
sel, Jeffrey Hammonds associate direc- 
tor/player programs and initiatives, 
Leonor Colon senior director of interna¬ 
tional and domestic player operations 
and Greg Dreyfuss director/analytics 
and baseball operations. In addition to 
his duties as associate general counsel. 

American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Signed SS Xander 
Bogaerts to a six-year contract for 2020- 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Assigned RHP 
Jesus Castillo outright to Mobile (SL). 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Placed OF 
Giancarlo Stanton and INF Miguel An- 
dujar on the 10-day IL. Recalled OF Clint 
Frazier and INF/OF Tyler Wade from 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL). 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Transferred 
RHP Hunter Strickland from the 10- to 
the 60-day IL. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Placed 2B Joey 
Wendle on the 10-day IL. Recalled 3B 
Christian Arroyo from Durham (IL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Selected the 
contract of RHP Adrian Sampson from 
Nashville (PCD. Optioned LHP Kyle Bird 
to Nashville. Transferred LHP Yohander 
Mendez from the 10-day to the 60-day 
IL. Acquired RHP Grant Anderson from 
Seattle for RHP Connor Sadzeck and as¬ 
signed Anderson to Hickory (SAL). 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Recalled RHP 
Sean Reid-Foley from Buffalo (IL). 

National League 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Assigned RHP 
Rayan Gonzalez outright to Hartford 
(EL). Placed INF Daniel Murphy on the 10- 
day IL, retroactive to Saturday, March 30. 
Recalled INF Pat Valalka from Albuquer¬ 
que (PCD. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Placed OF Garrett 
Cooper on the 10-day IL. Recalled OF Pe¬ 
ter O’Brien from New Orleans (PCL). 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Acquired RHP 
Matt WIsler from Cincinnati for RHP Di- 
omar Lopez. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Signed C Isaac 
Humphries for the remainder of the sea- 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CHICAGO BEARS - Re-signed LB Aar¬ 
on Lynch to a one-year contract. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Waived WR Ri¬ 
cardo Louis and DBs Derrick Kindred and 
Howard Wilson. Signed DL Trevon Coley, 
WR Rashard Higgins and DBs Juston Bur¬ 
ris and Jermaine Whitehead. Traded DL 
Emmanuel Ogbah to Kansas City for S 
Eric Murray. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Signed OL 
Brett Jones. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Signed OT 
Cedrick Lang. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Re-signed CB 
Daryl Worley. 

PITTSBURGH STEELERS - Released S 
Morgan Burnett. 

Alliance of American Football 

SAN DIEGO FLEET - Placed TE Gavin 
Escobar on IR. Re-signed TE Darryl Rich¬ 
ardson. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Assigned C Sam 
Carrick to San Diego (AHL). 

CALGARY FLAMES - Recalled D Juuso 
Valimaki from Stockton (AHL). 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Recalled D 
Haydn Fleury from Charlotte (AHL) on 
an emergency basis and D Josh Wesley 
from Maine (ECHL) to Hartford. 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Recalled 
F Spencer Watson from Indy (ECHL) to 
Rockford (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Recalled D Joe 
Hicketts from Grand Rapids (AHL) on an 
emergency basis and F Dylan Sadowy 
from Toledo (ECHL) to Grand Rapids. 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Signed D Sean 
Durzi to a three-year, entry-level con¬ 
tract. 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Recalled F 
Milkka SalomakI from Milwaukee (AHL). 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - Recalled G 
Eddie Pasquale from Syracuse (AHL). 

SOCCER 

National Premier Soccer League 

NEW YORK COSMOS - Signed Gs Paul 
Blanchette and Jesse Corke, D Dominick 
Falanga and Ms Giuseppe Barone and 
Charlie Ledula. 

COLLEGE 

BELMONT — Announced the retire¬ 
ment of men’s basketball coach Rick 
Byrd. 

CREIGHTON — Sophomore C Samson 
Froling has left the men’s basketball 
team. 

HOFSTRA — Named Kelsey Yam assis¬ 
tant women’s soccer coach. 

IOWA STATE - Freshman G Talen Hor- 
ton-Tucker declared for the NBA Draft. 

KENTUCKY — Agreed to terms a long¬ 
term contract with men’s basketball 
coach John Calipari. 

LA SALLE — Named Andrew Kroger 
women’s volleyball coach. 

NORTH CAROLINA - Placed women’s 
basketball coach Sylvia Hatchell, asso¬ 
ciate head women’s basketball coach 
Andrew Calder and assistant women’s 
basketball coaches Sylvia Crawley and 
Bett Shelby on paid administrative leave. 
Freshman F Nassir Little declared for the 
NBA Draft. 

UTSA — Named David Rosen director 
of football player personnel. 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

z-TampaBay 79 60 15 4 124 314 214 

X-Boston 79 47 23 9 103 247 207 

x-Washington 80 47 25 8 102 276 245 

x-Toronto 79 46 26 7 99 279 238 

x-N.Y. Islanders 80 46 27 7 99 223 195 

Pittsburgh 79 43 25 11 97 265 232 

Columbus 79 45 30 4 94 247 222 

Carolina 79 43 29 7 93 234 218 

Montreal 79 42 29 8 92 238 227 

Florida 80 36 32 12 84 263 274 

Philadelphia 79 37 34 8 82 236 264 

N.Y. Rangers 79 31 35 13 75 220 262 

Buffalo 79 31 38 10 72 212 265 

Detroit 79 31 38 10 72 221 265 

New Jersey 80 30 40 10 70 217 269 

Ottawa 79 28 45 6 62 234 290 

Western Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

z-Calgary 80 50 23 7 107 287 221 

x-San Jose 79 44 26 9 97 279 253 

x-Winnipeg 79 46 29 4 96 265 234 

x-Nashville 79 44 29 6 94 229 208 

x-St. Louis 79 43 28 8 94 234 214 

x-Vegas 80 43 30 7 93 246 221 

Dallas 79 41 31 7 89 200 194 

Colorado 79 36 29 14 86 249 237 

Arizona 79 38 33 8 84 206 215 

Minnesota 79 36 34 9 81 206 230 

Chicago 79 34 33 12 80 258 283 

Vancouver 79 34 35 10 78 217 246 

Edmonton 79 34 36 9 77 225 264 

Anaheim 80 33 37 10 76 191 248 

Los Angeles 79 29 41 9 67 192 255 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs, 
x-clinched playoff spot 
z-clinched conference 

Sunday’s games 
N.Y. Rangers 3, Philadelphia 0 
Arizona 4, Minnesota 0 
Pittsburgh 3, Carolina 1 
Columbus 4, Buffalo 0 
Detroit 6, Boston 3 
Calgary 5, San Jose 3 

Monday’s games 
Florida 5, Washington 3 
Toronto 2, N.Y. Islanders 1 
New Jersey 4, N.Y. Rangers 2 
Tampa Bay 5, Ottawa 2 
St. Louis 3, Colorado 2, SO 
Winnipeg 4, Chicago 3, OT 
Vegas 3, Edmonton 1 
Calgary 7, Los Angeles 2 

Tuesday’s games 
Nashville at Buffalo 
Boston at Columbus 
Carolina at Toronto 
Tampa Bay at Montreal 
Pittsburgh at Detroit 
Winnipeg at Minnesota 
Philadelphia at Dallas 
Edmonton at Colorado 
Los Angeles at Arizona 
San Jose at Vancouver 

Wednesday’s games 
Ottawa at N.Y. Rangers 
St. Louis at Chicago 
Calgary at Anaheim 

Thursday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Florida 
Ottawa at Buffalo 
New Jersey at Carolina 
Montreal at Washington 
Detroit at Pittsburgh 
Tampa Bay at Toronto 
Boston at Minnesota 
Philadelphia at St. Louis 
Vancouver at Nashville 
Winnipeg at Colorado 
San Jose at Edmonton 
Arizona at Vegas 

Monday 

Flames 7, Kings 2 

Calgary 2 1 4-7 

Los Angeles 2 0 0—2 

First Period—1, Calgary, Ryan 11 (Ha¬ 
thaway, Kylington), 2:07. 2, Los Angeles, 
Clifford 10 (Amadio, Kovalchuk), 13:29. 3, 
Calgary, Bennett 13 (Jankowski), 14:09.4, 
Los Angeles, Brown 22 (Kopitar, Dough¬ 
ty), 19:20. 

Second Period—5, Calgary, Gaudreau 
36 (Monahan), 6:46. 

Third Period—6 , Calgary, Neal 7 
(Jankowski), 0:13. 7, Calgary, Ryan 12 
(Neal, Andersson), 2:33. 8, Calgary, 
Mangiapane 8 (Valimaki, Stone), 8:30. 9, 
Calgary, Jankowski 13 (Czarnik, Quine), 
8:45. 

Shots on Goal—Calgary 10-5-15—30. 
Los Angeles 8-11-6—25. 

Power-play opportunities—Calgary 0 
of 1; Los Angeles 0 of 3. 

Goalies-Calgary, Rittich 27-8-5 (25 
shots-23 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 15- 
23-7 (25-18), Campbell 9-13-1 (5-5). 

A-18,117 (18,230). T-2:24. 

Golden Knights 3, Oilers 1 

Edmonton 0 10—1 

Vegas 1 1 1-3 

First Period—1, Vegas, Eakin 22 (Pirri, 
Tuch), 15:27. 

Second Period—2, Vegas, Marches- 
sault 25, 0:51. 3, Edmonton, McDavid 41 
(DraisaitI, Kassian), 4:01. 

Third Period—4, Vegas, Bellemare 6 
(McNabb, Karlsson), 19:53 (sh). 

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 9-5-5—19. 
Vegas 8-16-7-31. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
0 of 2; Vegas 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Edmonton, Koskinen 24-20-6 
(30 shots-28 saves). Vegas, Subban 8-10- 
2 (19-18). 

A-18,367 (17,367). T-2:26. 


Devils 4, Rangers 2 

N.Y. Rangers 1 1 0-2 

New Jersey 2 0 2—4 

First Period—1, New Jersey, Wood 10 

(Carrick, Mueller), 3:54. 2, New Jersey, 
Zajac 18 (Severson, Hischier), 14:34 (pp). 
3, N.Y. Rangers, Howden 6 (Brickley, Pl¬ 
onk), 18:40. 

Second Period—4, N.Y. Rangers, Chytil 
11 (DeAngelo, Lettieri), 16:36 (pp). 

Third Period—5, New Jersey, Carrick 2 
(McLeod, Stafford), 15:50. 6, New Jersey, 
Anderson 4 (Zaj'ac, Agostino), 18:51. 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 17-7-8— 
32. New Jersey 17-10-14-41. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 1 of 2; New Jersey 1 of 4. 

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 18- 
22-10 (40 shots-37 saves). New Jersey, 
Blackwood 9-10-0 (32-30). 

A-14,776 (16,514). T-2:34. 

Maple Leafs 2 , Islanders 1 

Toronto 0 11—2 

N.Y. Islanders 0 0 1-1 

Second Period—1, Toronto, Rosen 1 
(Brown, Kadri), 2:17. 

Third Period—2, Toronto, Tavares 46 
(Marner), 3:50.3, N.Y. Islanders, Eberle 19 
(Toews, Nelson), 14:55 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Toronto 16-11-11-38. 
N.Y. Islanders 12-9-8-29. 

Power-play opportunities—Toronto 0 
of 2; N.Y. Islanders 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Toronto, Andersen 36-15-6 
(29 shots-28 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Leh- 
ner 24-13-5 (38-36). 

A-13,917 (13,917). T-2:31. 

Panthers 5, Capitals 3 

Washington 0 0 3—3 

Florida 1 3 1-5 

First Period—1, Florida, Vatrano 24 
(Sceviour, Borgstrom), 13:48. 

Second Period—2, Florida, Huberdeau 
28,3:34.3, Florida, Trocheck 9 (Matheson, 
Barkov), 12:01 (sh). 4, Florida, Brouwer 12 
(Barkov, Hunt), 17:57. 

Third Period—5, Washington, 

Kuznetsov 21 (Carlson), 10:55. 6, Wash¬ 
ington, Backstrom 22 (Oshie, Ovechkin), 
16:25. 7, Washington, Vrana 24 (Oshie, 
Niskanen), 17:39. 8, Florida, Trocheck 10 
(Dadonov, Barkov), 19:33. 

Shots on Goal-Washington 5-14-11- 
30. Florida 14-10-10-34. 

Power-play opportunities—Washing¬ 
ton Oof 2; Florida Oof 2. 

Goalies—Washington, Copley 16-6-3 
(33 shots-29 saves). Florida, Luongo 18- 
16-4 (30-27). 

A-14,376 (19,250). T-2:27. 

Lightning 5, Senators 2 

Tampa Bay 1 2 2—5 

Ottawa 1 0 1—2 

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Gourde 21 
(Kucherov, Point), 12:04. 2, Ottawa, Tka- 
chuk 21 (DeMelo, Pageau), 18:48. 

Second Period—3, Tampa Bay, Ser- 
gachev 6 (Kucherov, Coburn), 7:48. 4, 
Tampa Bay, Point 41 (Kucherov, Gourde), 
13:43. 

Third Period—5, Ottawa, Veronneau 
2 (Balcers, Wolanin), 4:34 (pp). 6, Tampa 
Bay, Gourde 22 (Sergachev, Coburn), 
5:22. 7, Tampa Bay, Stamkos 42 (Palat, 
Joseph), 16:55. 

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 5-10-11— 
26. Ottawa 11-4-9-24. 

Power-play opportunities—Tampa 

Bay 0 of 3; Ottawa 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 38- 
10-4 (24 shots-22 saves). Ottawa, Ander¬ 
son 17-26-4 (26-21). 

A-13,628 (18,572). T-2:25. 

Blues 3, Avalanche 2 (SO) 

Colorado 0 0 2 0—2 

St. Louis 10 1 0-3 

St. Louis won shootout 1-0 

First Period—1, St. Louis, Schwartz 11 
(Sundqvist, Perron), 7:07. 

Third Period—2, St. Louis, Tarasenko 
31 (Schenn, O’Reilly), 0:14. 3, Colorado, 
Landeskog 34 (Soderberg, Nemeth), 
6:30. 4, Colorado, Kerfoot 13 (Landeskog, 
MacKinnon), 19:13. 

Shootout—Colorado 0 (MacKinnon 
NG, Landeskog NG, Andrighetto NG), St. 
Louis 1 (Bozak NG, O’Reilly G, Tarasenko 
NG). 

Shots on Goal—Colorado 2-10-11-3— 
26. St. Louis 15-3-7-2-27. 

Power-play opportunities—Colorado 
0 of 1; St. Louis 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Colorado, Grubauer 17-9-5 
(27 shots-25 saves). St. Louis, Binnington 
22-5-1 (26-24). 

A-17,767 (19,150). T-2:31. 

Jets 4, Blackhawks 3 (OT) 

Winnipeg 2 1 0 1-4 

Chicago 111 0—3 

First Period—1, Chicago, Toews 34 
(Gustafsson, Strome), 4:25 (pp). 2, Win¬ 
nipeg, Lowry 12 (Tanev, Myers), 10:49. 3, 
Winnipeg, Roslovic 8,19:26. 

Second Period—4, Winnipeg, Roslovic 
9 (Perreault, Copp), 5:11. 5, Chicago, 
Strome 18 (Caggiula, Gustafsson), 6:23. 

Third Period—6 , Chicago, Strome 19 
(Gustafsson, Toews), 17:40. 

Overtime—7, Winnipeg, Hayes 19, 
3:38. 

Shots on Goal-Winnipeg 9-14-9-6-38. 
Chicago 12-7-7-2-28. 

Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 
0 of 4; Chicago 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 33-23- 
2 (28 shots-25 saves). Chicago, Crawford 
14-18-5 (38-34). 

A-21,314 (19,717). T-2:33. 



Frank Franklin II/AP 


The Islanders’ Casey Cizikas, right, defends the Toronto Maple Leafs’ John Tavares as he tries to take a 
shot during the third period of Monday’s game in Uniondale, N.Y. The Maple Leafs won 2-1. 

Roundup 


Maple Leafs edge Isles 
to clinch playoff berth 


Associated Press 

UNIONDALE, N.Y. — John Tavares scored 
against his former team and the Toronto Maple 
Leafs clinched a playoff berth with a 2-1 victory 
over the New York Islanders on Monday night. 

Calle Rosen also had a goal for Toronto, which 
needed just one point to secure its postseason spot 
and won for the fourth time in 11 games (4-5-2). 
Frederik Andersen stopped 28 shots. 

Tavares, held without a point while the Maple 
Leafs lost by a combined 10-1 margin in his first two 
games against the Islanders since leaving last sum¬ 
mer to sign with his hometown team, broke through 
off a pass from Mitch Marner to make it 2-0 at 3:50 
of the third period. Tavares added to his career best 
with his 46th goal and set a career high with his 87th 
point. 

Jordan Eberle scored and Robin Lehner fin¬ 
ished with 36 saves for the playoff-bound Islanders, 
who were playing their final regular-season home 
game. 

New York squandered a chance to pull within a 
point of first-place Washington in the Metropolitan 
Division. Instead, the Islanders remained three 
points behind the Capitals and two ahead of third- 
place Pittsburgh. The Capitals and Islanders each 
have two games remaining — including the season 
finale at Washington on Saturday night. The Pen¬ 
guins have three games left. 

Panthers 5, Capitals 3: Vincent Trocheck scored 
two goals, including his 100th in the NHL, and host 
Florida withstood a late surge to beat Washington. 

Troy Brouwer, Jonathan Huberdeau and Frank 
Vatrano also scored for the Panthers, and Alek- 
sander Barkov had three assists. Barkov has 94 
points this season, tying Pavel Bure for the fran¬ 
chise record set in 1999-00. 

The Capitals had their four-game winning streak 
snapped and missed a chance to clinch their fourth 
straight Metropolitan Division title. 

Blues 3, Avalanche 2 (SO): Ryan O’Reilly scored 
the only goal in a shootout and host St. Louis slowed 


Colorado’s playoff push. 

Trying to hold onto the final postseason spot in 
the Western Conference, the Avalanche had won 
four straight and were 6-0-1 in their previous seven 
games. They earned one point to move two ahead of 
Arizona for the second wild card in the West. Both 
teams have three games remaining. 

Colorado is three points behind Dallas for the top 
wild card. By getting to 86 points, the Avalanche 
eliminated Edmonton from playoff contention. 

Jets 4, Blackhawks 3 (OT): Kevin Hayes scored 
at 3:38 of overtime and visiting Winnipeg beat Chi¬ 
cago to snap a three-game slide and move into sole 
possession of first place in the Central Division. 

Hayes cut to the net off the right side, got past 
Dylan Strome and tucked a shot past goalie Corey 
Crawford. The playoff-bound Jets improved to 96 
points, two ahead of St. Louis and Nashville atop the 
crowded division race. 

Lightning 5, Senators 2: Yanni Gourde had two 
goals and an assist, and visiting Tampa Bay became 
the third team in NHL history to win 60 games in a 
season with a victory over Ottawa. 

The other teams to win at least 60 regular-season 
games were the 1976-77 Montreal Canadiens (60-8- 
12) and the 1995-96 Detroit Red Wings (62-13-7). 

Flames 7, Kings 2: Derek Ryan scored twice and 
Mark Jankowski had a goal and two assists as play- 
off-bound Calgary defeated host Los Angeles. 

The night before, Calgary clinched the Pacific Di¬ 
vision title and the top seed in the Western Confer¬ 
ence playoffs with a 5-3 win at San Jose. 

Golden Knights 3, Oilers 1: Jonathan Marches- 
sault scored his sixth game-winning goal and host 
Vegas topped Edmonton. 

With third place in the Pacific Division and a first- 
round playoff date with San Jose already locked up, 
Vegas ended a five-game losing streak. 

Devils 4, Rangers 2: Defenseman Connor Car¬ 
rick scored with 4:10 left to break a tie and host New 
Jersey defeated New York to avoid being swept in 
the season series by its longtime rival. 
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Giannis returns, 
Bucks beat Nets 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Giannis An- 
tetokounmpo had 28 points and 
11 rebounds in his return to the 
lineup, Eric Bledsoe added 29 
points and the Milwaukee Bucks 
beat the Brooklyn Nets 131-121 
on Monday night. 

Reserve guard George Hill 
chipped in 22 points while Brook 
Lopez and Sterling Brown each 
scored 14 for the Bucks, who 
played without All-Star forward 
Khris Middleton because of sore¬ 
ness in his left groin. 

Milwaukee was unable to clinch 
the NBAs best record because 
Toronto won earlier Monday. 

DAngelo Russell had 28 points 
and 10 rebounds for the Nets, who 
remained seventh in the East 
after losses by Detroit and Miami. 
Caris LeVert had 24 points off the 
bench. 

Celtics 110, Heat 105: Kyrie 
Irving had 25 points, including a 
pair of key late free throws, and 
host Boston held off Miami. 

A1 Horford added 19 points, 11 
rebounds and 10 assists for the 
Celtics (46-32), who are trying to 
beat out the Indiana Pacers for 
the No. 4 seed in the Eastern Con¬ 
ference standings. 

Miami (38-39) maintained its 
half-game lead over Orlando for 
the final playoff spot in the East 
after the Magic’s loss to Toronto. 

Raptors 121, Magic 109: 
Danny Green scored a season- 
high 29 points, Kawhi Leonard 
and Serge Ibaka each had 15 and 
host Toronto clinched its sixth 
Atlantic Division title by beating 
Orlando. 

The win also means Toronto 
can finish no lower than second 
in the Eastern Conference. 

Pacers 111, Pistons 102: 
Thaddeus Young scored 19 points 
and Domantas Sabonis added 18 
points and 12 rebounds to help 
host Indiana snap a three-game 
losing streak with a victory over 
Detroit. 

It was a crucial win for the Pac¬ 


ers, who had lost seven of their 
previous eight and their grip on 
potentially having home-court 
advantage in the first round of 
the playoffs. 

Detroit is in the No. 6 spot with 
a 1 y 2 -game lead over Orlando for 
the final playoff spot in the East. 

Jazz 111, Hornets 102: Don¬ 
ovan Mitchell scored 23 points, 
Rudy Gobert had 18 points and 18 
rebounds, and surging Utah over¬ 
came Kemba Walker’s 47 points 
to beat visiting Charlotte. 

Ricky Rubio added 20 points 
and 13 assists for the Jazz, who 
have won 10 of 11 and are two 
games back of Houston and Port¬ 
land for the third and fourth 
slots in the Western Conference 
playoffs. 

Trail Blazers 132, Timber- 
wolves 122: Evan Turner had 13 
points, 11 rebounds and 10 assists 
off the bench, and visiting Port¬ 
land moved into a tie for third 
place in the Western Conference 
with a victory over Minnesota. 

Rodney Hood led Portland with 
21 points. Enes Kanter added 
20 points and 11 rebounds for 
the Blazers, who joined the idle 
Houston Rockets at 49-28. 

Suns 122, Cavaliers 113: 
Devin Booker scored 25 points 
after two 50-point games and a 
48-point night over the past three, 
and that was enough to lead host 
Phoenix over Cleveland. 

The Suns ended a six-game los¬ 
ing streak while the Cavaliers lost 
their sixth straight. The teams 
have the NBA’s second- and third- 
worst records: Phoenix at 18-60 
and Cleveland at 19-59. 

Mavericks 122, 76ers 102: 
Justin Jackson scored 16 of his 
24 points in the third quarter 
and host Dallas took advantage 
of a short-handed Philadelphia 
lineup. 

Knicks 113, Bulls 105: Luke 
Kornet scored a career-high 24 
points and host New York snapped 
a six-game losing streak. 



Michael Owens/AP 


Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo reacts during the 
first half of Monday’s game against the Brooklyn Nets in New York. 


Eastern Conference 


y-Milwaukee 

y-Toronto 

x-Philadelphia 

x-Boston 

x-Indiana 

Detroit 

Brooklyn 

Miami 


W L Pet GB 

58 20 .744 - 

55 23 .705 3 

49 28 .636 SVi 

46 32 .590 12 

46 32 .590 12 

39 38 .506 18'/2 

39 39 .500 19 

38 39 .494 19'/2 


Orlando 

Charlotte 

Washington 

Atlanta 

Chicago 

Cleveland 

New York 


38 40 .487 20 

35 42 .455 22'/2 

32 46 .410 26 

28 49 .364 29'/2 

21 57 .269 37 

19 59 .244 39 

15 62 .195 42'/2 


Western Conference 


y-Golden State 

x-Denver 

y-Houston 

x-Portland 

x-Utah 

x-L.A. Clippers 
x-San Antonio 
x-OklahomaCity 


52 24 .684 - 

51 25 .671 1 

49 28 .636 3'/2 

49 28 .636 3'/2 

47 30 .610 5'/2 

47 31 .603 6 

44 33 .571 8'/2 

44 33 .571 8'/2 


31 46 .403 21'/2 

31 46 .403 21'/2 

18 60 .231 35 


Sacramento 38 39 .494 14'/2 

L.A. Lakers 35 42 .455 17'/2 

Minnesota 34 43 .442 18'/2 

New Orleans 
Memphis 

Phoenix 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Monday’s games 
Indiana 111, Detroit 102 
Boston 110, Miami 105 
Milwaukee 131, Brooklyn 121 
New York 113, Chicago 105 
Toronto 121, Orlando 109 
Portland 132, Minnesota 122 
Dallas 122, Philadelphia 102 
Utah 111, Charlotte 102 
Phoenix 122, Cleveland 113 
Tuesday’s games 
L.A. Lakers at Oklahoma City 
Atlanta at San Antonio 
Houston at Sacramento 
Denver at Golden State 

Wednesday’s games 
Chicago at Washington 
Indiana at Detroit 
New York at Orlando 
Boston at Miami 
Philadelphia at Atlanta 
Toronto at Brooklyn 
Charlotte at New Orleans 
Minnesota at Dallas 
San Antonio at Denver 
Memphis at Portland 
Utah at Phoenix 
Houston at L.A. Clippers 

Thursday’s games 
Milwaukee at Philadelphia 
Cleveland at Sacramento 
Golden State at L.A. Lakers 

Monday 

Pacers 111, Pistons 102 

DETROIT — Brown 0-1 0-0 0, Maker 4-10 

2- 2 14, Drummond 8-18 2-5 18, Jackson 8- 
19 5-5 22, Ellington 10-19 2-4 26, Leuer 0-2 
0-0 0, Pachulia 0-0 0-0 0, Smith 3-5 0-0 6, 
Galloway 3-10 1-1 9, Robinson III 2-4 2-2 7. 
Totals 38-88 14-19 102. 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 7-16 4-4 19, 
Young 8-12 3-4 19, Turner 5-7 5-6 17, Jo¬ 
seph 2-9 0-0 4, Evans 4-10 1-2 13, McDer¬ 
mott 5-8 0-0 11, Sabonis 8-10 2-2 18, Leaf 
0-1 0-0 0, Holiday 3-4 2-4 10. Totals 42-77 
17-22 111. 

Detroit 33 22 25 22-102 

Indiana 23 36 28 24-111 

Three-Point Goals-Detroit 12-33 

(Maker 4-7, Ellington 4-13, Galloway 2-3, 
Robinson III 1-2, Jackson 1-5, Drummond 
0-1, Leuer 0-1, Brown 0-1), Indiana 10-22 
(Evans 4-6, Holiday 2-3, Turner 2-3, Mc¬ 
Dermott 1-3, Bogdanovic 1-3, Leaf 0-1, 
Joseph 0-3). Fouled Out—Sabonis. Re¬ 
bounds—Detroit 41 (Drummond 17), Indi¬ 
ana 42 (Sabonis 12). Assists—Detroit 21 
(Drummond 5), Indiana 27 (Bogdanovic 
6). Total Fouls-Detroit 24, Indiana 20. 
A-15,760 (20,000). 

Raptors 121, Magic 109 

ORLANDO - Isaac 3-6 0-0 8, Gordon 3- 
7 0-0 6, Vucevic 5-14 1-2 13, Augustin 3-9 
0-0 8, Fournier 8-16 4-4 21, Iwundu 7-7 0-0 
16, Jefferson 1-1 3-4 5, Martin 1-3 2-2 5, 
Birch 5-8 1-1 11, Carter-Williams 4-10 0-0 
8, Grant 1-2 0-2 2, Ross 2-10 0-0 6. Totals 
43-93 11-15 109. 

TORONTO - Leonard 5-12 4-4 15, 
Siakam 2-9 1-2 6, Gasol 4-8 3-3 13, Lowry 

3- 6 3-4 12, Green 11-15 0-0 29, Powell 3-6 
0-0 7, Miller 0-1 0-0 0, Boucher 1-2 0-0 2, 
Ibaka 7-10 0-1 15, VanVIeet 3-6 2-2 10, Lin 

1-4 3-4 5, Loyd 1-2 2-2 5, Meeks 1-3 0-0 2. 
Totals 42-84 18-22 121. 

Orlando 36 16 23 34-109 

Toronto 29 33 33 26-121 

Three-Point Goals—Orlando 12-33 

(Iwundu 2-2, Vucevic 2-3, Augustin 2-4, 

Isaac 2-4, Ross 2-8, Fournier 1-3, Martin 1- 
3, Grant 0-1, Gordon 0-2, Carter-Williams 
0-3), Toronto 19-37 (Green 7-10, Lowry 
3-6, Gasol 2-3, VanVIeet 2-4, Ibaka 1-1, 
Loyd 1-1, Siakam 1-3, Leonard 1-3, Powell 

1-4, Miller 0-1, Boucher 0-1). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Orlando 46 (Vucevic 
13), Toronto 39 (Leonard 7). Assists—Or¬ 
lando 32 (Augustin, Carter-Williams 6), 
Toronto 31 (VanVIeet, Lowry 7). Total 
Fouls—Orlando 21, Toronto 20. Techni¬ 
cals—Orlando coach Magic (Defensive 
three second). A—19,800 (19,800). 



Stacy Bengs/AP 


The Timbetwolves’ Dario Saric, 
right, tries to hang on to a 
rebound against the Portland 
Trail Blazers’ Maurice Harkless 
during the second half of 
Monday’s game in Minneapolis. 


Knicks 113, Bulls 105 

CHICAGO — Luwawu-Cabarrot 3-10 3- 
3 10, Selden 5-12 0-0 11, Lopez 12-18 5-8 
29, Lemon Jr. 3-12 0-1 6, Harrison 3-11 0-0 
6, J.Sampson 8-10 5-6 22, Felicio 0-2 1-2 1, 
Arcidiacono 5-8 3-3 14, Blakeney 3-8 0-0 
6, Alkins 0-1 0-0 0, B.Sampson 0-2 0-0 0. 
Totals 42-94 17-23 105. 

NEW YORK - Knox 6-15 5-6 19, Kornet 

8- 11 3-3 24, Robinson 4-4 6-8 14, Mudiay 
7-21 1-2 17, Dotson 6-8 0-0 18, Thomas 3- 
6 0-0 6, Allen 1-2 4-4 7, Jenkins 2-7 2-2 8. 
Totals 37-74 21-25 113. 

Chicago 19 28 30 28-105 

New York 37 27 27 22-113 

Three-Point Goals—Chicago 4-17 (Ar¬ 
cidiacono 1-1, J.Sampson 1-2, Selden 1- 

4, Luwawu-Cabarrot 1-7, Blakeney 0-1, 
B.Sampson 0-1, Alkins 0-1), New York 18- 
38 (Dotson 6-7, Kornet 5-7, Knox 2-6, Mu¬ 
diay 2-7, Jenkins 2-7, Allen 1-2, Thomas 
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Chi¬ 
cago 44 (Harrison 10), New York 44 (Rob¬ 
inson 10). Assists—Chicago 20 (Lemon 
Jr., Harrison 5), New York 24 (Dotson 6). 
Total Fouls—Chicago 18, New York 18. 
A-18,874 (19,812). 

Celtics 110, Heat 105 

MIAMI - Jones Jr. 0-1 1-2 1, Olynyk 

4-11 3-3 14, Adebayo 8-12 2-2 19, Dragic 
12-20 3-3 30, Waiters 5-14 2-2 14, Johnson 

2-8 2-3 7, Anderson 0-1 0-0 0, Whiteside 
1-4 1-2 3, Wade 8-17 1-1 17. Totals 40-88 
15-18 105. 

BOSTON - Tatum 7-15 1-2 19, Horford 
7-13 5-5 19, Baynes 0-7 4-4 4, Irving 7-19 
6-6 25, Smart 6-11 0-0 16, Hayward 4-7 2- 
2 11, Ojeleye 1-1 0-1 2, Morris 3-11 0-0 8, 
Theis 0-2 1-2 1, Yabusele 0-0 0-0 0, Rozier 
1-5 2-2 5. Totals 36-91 21-24 110. 

Miami 17 30 30 28-105 

Boston 36 25 27 22-110 

Three-Point Goals—Miami 10-37 (Drag¬ 
ic 3-9, Olynyk 3-10, Waiters 2-8, Adebayo 
1-1, Johnson 1-4, Jones Jr. 0-1, Anderson 
0-1, Wade 0-3), Boston 17-40 (Irving 5-11, 
Tatum 4-7, Smart 4-8, Morris 2-5, Hay¬ 
ward 1-3, Rozier 1-4, Horford 0-1, Baynes 
0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Mi¬ 
ami 48 (Adebayo 14), Boston 49 (Horford, 
Baynes 11). Assists—Miami 27 (Wade 7), 
Boston 25 (Horford 10). Total Fouls-Mi- 
ami 17, Boston 18. Technicals—Waiters. 
A-18,624 (18,624). 

Bucks 131, Nets 121 

MILWAUKEE - Brown 6-11 1-1 14, An¬ 
tetokounmpo 9-23 9-11 28, Lopez 5-11 3-3 
14, Bledsoe 10-19 6-6 29, Connaughton 5- 
9 0-0 12, Colson 0-1 0-0 0, Wilson 2-5 0-0 

5, Frazier 2-4 1-2 7, Hill 8-11 6-7 22. Totals 
47-94 26-30 131. 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 6-14 6-8 20, Ku- 
rucs 1-5 1-2 4, Allen 4-7 2-4 10, Russell 

9- 27 6-6 28, Harris 6-9 0-0 17, Dudley 1-6 
0-0 2, Davis 1-3 2-2 4, Dinwiddle 3-8 6-6 12, 
LeVert 8-15 4-6 24. Totals 39-94 27-34 121. 

Milwaukee 35 24 32 40-131 

Brooklyn 20 34 35 32-121 

Three-Point Goals—Milwaukee 11-34 
(Bledsoe 3-9, Frazier 2-3, Connaughton 2- 
5, Antetokounmpo 1-3, Wilson 1-3, Brown 
1-4, Lopez 1-5, Hill 0-2), Brooklyn 16-44 
(Harris 5-7, LeVert 4-8, Russell 4-12, Car- 
roll 2-6, Kurucs 1-4, Allen 0-1, Dudley 0-3, 
Dinwiddle 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Milwaukee 40 (Antetokounmpo 
11), Brooklyn 55 (Davis 14). Assists-Mil- 
waukee 28 (Frazier, Bledsoe 7), Brooklyn 
19 (LeVert 6). Total Fouls-Milwaukee 26, 
Brooklyn 26. Technicals—Brown, Lopez, 
Bledsoe, Brooklyn coach Kenny Atkin¬ 
son. A-17,732 (17,732). 


Trail Blazers 132, 
Timberwolves 122 

PORTLAND - Harkless 3-7 1-3 7, 
Aminu 4-9 0-0 9, Kanter 7-10 6-8 20, Lil- 
lard 6-17 0-1 15, Hood 8-14 2-2 21, Collins 

3-5 2-2 8, Leonard 4-4 0-0 9, Curry 7-14 0-0 
19, Turner 5-5 2-2 13, Layman 3-6 4-6 11. 
Totals 50-91 17-24 132. 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 7-18 6-6 21, 
Saric 5-8 1-1 13, Towns 6-21 4-4 17, Jones 
7-12 0-0 14, Okogie 4-7 0-0 9, Bates-Diop 

2-4 1-2 7, Tolliver 2-7 0-0 6, Dieng 7-8 3-4 

18, Bayless 4-6 2-2 10, Reynolds 3-5 0-0 7. 
Totals 47-96 17-19 122. 

Portland 38 37 22 35-132 

Minnesota 23 41 36 22-122 

Three-Point Goals—Portland 15-30 

(Curry 5-9, Hood 3-4, Lillard 3-6, Leonard 
1-1, Turner 1-1, Aminu 1-2, Layman 1-3, 
Harkless 0-1, Kanter 0-1, Collins 0-2), Min¬ 
nesota 11-29 (Bates-Diop 2-3, Saric 2-4, 
Tolliver 2-6, Dieng 1-1, Okogie 1-2, Reyn¬ 
olds 1-3, Wiggins 1-4, Towns 1-4, Bayless 
0-1, Jones 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Portland 50 (Turner, Kanter 11), 
Minnesota 37 (Towns 12). Assists—Port¬ 
land 31 (Lillard 12), Minnesota 29 (Jones 
10). Total Fouls—Portland 17, Minnesota 

19. A-11,209 (19,356). 


Mavericks 122, 76ers 102 

PHILADELPHIA - Ennis III 1-6 2-4 4, 
T.Harris 10-19 4-5 25, Bolden 1-6 0-0 2, 
B.Simmons 5-15 7-11 17, Redick 8-17 6-6 
26, Highsmith 1-3 0-0 2, Scott 1-5 2-2 4, 
Marjanovic 1-4 3-4 5, Johnson 1-2 0-0 2, 
McConnell 7-10 0-0 15, Milton 0-4 0-0 0, 
J.Simmons 0-1 0-0 0, Smith 0-1 0-0 0. To¬ 
tals 36-93 24-32 102. 

DALLAS - Jackson 7-11 7-8 24, Nowit- 
zki 3-10 0-0 7, Powell 5-6 2-3 14, Brunson 
6-110-0 13, Lee 1-5 0-0 2, Finney-Smith 4-8 
0-1 9, Kleber 5-8 0-0 12, Mejri 5-9 4-7 16, 
Burke 6-14 4-6 16, Macon 1-8 0-0 2, Broek- 
hoff 3-8 1-2 7. Totals 46-98 18-27 122. 
Philadelphia 32 18 27 25-102 

Dallas 27 41 29 25-122 

Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 6-33 
(Redick 4-11, McConnell 1-1, T.Harris 1-6, 
Highsmith 0-1, Johnson 0-1, B.Simmons 
0-1, Milton 0-2, Ennis III 0-2, Bolden 0- 
4, Scott 0-4), Dallas 12-33 (Jackson 3-6, 
Powell 2-3, Kleber 2-4, Mejri 2-4, Brunson 
1-2, Nowitzki 1-3, Finney-Smith 1-4, Ma¬ 
con 0-1, Lee 0-2, Broekhoff 0-2, Burke 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Philadel¬ 
phia 55 (Ennis III 8), Dallas 54 (Mejri 14). 
Assists—Philadelphia 20 (B.Simmons 5), 
Dallas 29 (Brunson 7). Total Fouls—Phila¬ 
delphia 22, Dallas 22. A-19,645 (19,200). 


Jazz 111, Hornets 102 

CHARLOTTE - Bridges 0-5 0-0 0, Wil¬ 
liams 0-4 0-0 0, Biyombo 2-3 0-0 4, Walker 
15-28 13-15 47, Bacon 1-2 0-0 2, Kidd-Gil- 
christ 2-5 0-0 5, Kaminsky 0-3 0-0 0, Her- 
nangomez 5-10 5-8 15, Graham 0-7 0-0 0, 
Monk 2-7 1-2 6, Lamb 9-16 4-4 23. Totals 
36-90 23-29 102. 

UTAH - Ingles 5-8 0-0 15, Crowder 0-6 
0-0 0, Gobert 8-10 2-7 18, Rubio 5-13 9-9 
20, Mitchell 8-17 5-6 25, O’Neale 4-6 0-0 
9, Sefolosha 5-6 0-0 14, Niang 1-6 2-2 4, 
Udoh 1-2 2-2 4, Neto 1-5 0-0 2. Totals 38-79 
20-26 111. 

Charlotte 23 16 25 38-102 

Utah 26 26 27 32-111 

Three-Point Goals—Charlotte 7-30 
(Walker 4-8, Kidd-Gilchrist 1-1, Lamb 1-3, 
Monk 1-5, Hernangomez 0-1, Kaminsky 
0-2, Bridges 0-3, Graham 0-3, Williams 
0-4), Utah 15-35 (Ingles 5-8, Sefolosha 

4-5, Mitchell 4-7, O’Neale 1-2, Rubio 1-3, 
Neto 0-1, Niang 0-3, Crowder 0-6). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Charlotte 44 
(Hernangomez 8), Utah 47 (Gobert 18). 
Assists—Charlotte 15 (Graham 6), Utah 
30 (Rubio 13). Total Fouls-Charlotte 20, 
Utah 25. Technicals—Charlotte coach 
Hornets (Defensive three second). A— 
18,306 (18,306). 


Suns 122, Cavaliers 113 

CLEVELAND - Osman 1-12 1-13, Nance 
Jr. 4-7 1-1 9, Thompson 6-8 3-6 15, Sexton 
9-23 2-2 21, Knight 4-8 0-0 10, Chriss 3-5 0- 
0 6, Frye 1-2 0-0 3, Zizic 5-6 5-9 15, Nwaba 
1-4 0-0 2, Stauskas 3-8 0-0 9, Clarkson 8- 
16 3-3 20. Totals 45-99 15-22 113. 

PHOENIX - Bridges 5-9 2-2 15, Bender 
6-11 0-0 12, Holmes 6-7 1-3 13, Okobo 2-3 
0-0 6, Booker 8-18 7-7 25, Jackson 7-11 3- 
4 19, Spalding 1-3 0-0 2, Fredette 2-3 2-2 
6, Crawford 7-10 2-2 19, Daniels 2-9 0-0 5. 
Totals 46-84 17-20 122. 

Cleveland 23 29 32 29-113 

Phoenix 31 40 20 31-122 

Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 8-22 
(Stauskas 3-3, Knight 2-4, Frye 1-1, Clark¬ 
son 1-3, Sexton 1-4, Nance Jr. 0-1, Osman 
0-6), Phoenix 13-37 (Crawford 3-6, Bridges 

3-6, Jackson 2-3, Okobo 2-3, Booker 2-9, 
Daniels 1-6, Bender 0-4). Fouled Out—Os¬ 
man. Rebounds—Cleveland 48 (Nance Jr. 
12), Phoenix 40 (Jackson, Bender, Holmes 
10). Assists—Cleveland 17 (Nance Jr. 4), 
Phoenix 28 (Booker 13). Total Fouls— 
Cleveland 24, Phoenix 22. Technicals— 
Sexton. A-14,050 (18,422). 


Harden, HOU 
George, OKC 
Curry, GOL 
Embiid, PHL 
Antetokounmpo, 
James, LAL 
Booker, PHX 
Leonard, TOR 
Durant, GOL 


Leaders 

Scoring 
G FG 

73 793 
73 671 
64 598 

62 559 
MIL70 698 

55 558 

63 583 

56 522 
73 687 


FT PTSAVG 

717 2656 36.4 
437 2056 28.2 
254 1785 27.9 
513 1707 27.5 
476 1919 27.4 
278 1505 27.4 
391 1692 26.9 
351 1499 26.8 
435 1939 26.6 
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Winslow Townson/AP 


Boston’s Kyrie Irving is greeted by teammates after making the game-winning shot against the Indiana 
Pacers on Friday in Boston. Irving and the Celtics are healthy as the playoffs approach. 


Raptors, Celtics preparing for 
new chance in post-LeBron East 


By Brian Mahoney 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — For the past two years, they were 
the final two steps in what had become LeBron 
James’ annual climb to the NBA Finals. 

Now that he’s gone, maybe the Toronto Raptors 
and Boston Celtics are done being stepping stones. 
They are among the teams capable of winning 
the Eastern Conference, 
which no longer has its long¬ 
time ruler and has plenty of 
candidates ready to replace 
him. 

_ “Top of the East is awful- 

I it was the good,” Celtics coach Brad 

* Stevens said. “It’s a differ¬ 

ent East than it was the last 
couple of years, that’s one 
I l-hal-'e /vnA *ing, and so I would say 

llldl & UllC ggg ggg 

thing, and so it all plays out. ” 

It played out the same 
way the past two years. The 
Raptors went out weakly in 


It’S a 
different 
East than 
it was the 
iast coupie 
of years, 
that’s one 
thing, and so 
I wouid say 
that we’ii see. 

We’ii see how the second round, swept by 


it aii piays 
out.^ 


James’ Cleveland Cavaliers, 
before a banged-up Boston 
team put up as good a fight 
Brad Stevens could in the conference 
Celtics coach finals before falling. 

The Raptors made whole¬ 
sale changes even after 
winning 59 games last season, firing Coach of the 
Year Dwane Casey and promoting Nick Nurse, and 
trading DeMar DeRozan in the deal to get Kawhi 
Leonard. They are likely to be the No. 2 seed behind 


Milwaukee, and Nurse said they’re ready for the 
postseason. 

Leonard looks healthy, Pascal Siakam has blos¬ 
somed into a Most Improved Player award candi¬ 
date, and the midseason acquisition of Marc Gasol 
has fortified the interior. Toronto can play big or 
small and can match up with any style of play or op¬ 
ponent — even if James were still around. 

“When I say I feel like we’re ready to play, that has 
nothing to do with who we’re going to be playing,” 
Nurse said, “either first round, second round, third 
round, however it rolls out. I just feel good about who 
we are and I continue to say that as each week or 
even game goes by, that our sense of who [we] are in 
that locker room continues to grow a little bit and as 
a head coach I think that’s what you want this time 
of year.” 

Stevens’ team is a little tougher to evaluate. Wide¬ 
ly considered the East favorite going into the season, 
the Celtics are hoping just to beat out Indiana for the 
No. 4 seed so they don’t have to start every round on 
the road. Both are 46-32 after winning Monday night, 
and they meet Friday in Indiana. Boston hasn’t put 
together consistency long enough to look like a team 
ready to meet its preseason expectations. 

But, at least the Celtics are relatively healthy. Isa¬ 
iah Thomas couldn’t make it through the postseason 
two years ago because of a hip injury, and Kyrie Ir¬ 
ving and Gordon Hayward were gone long before 
the playoffs last year. As long as the talent is healthy, 
there’s too much of it to count out the Celtics. 

“I think we’re a capable team that when it plays 
its best, when it plays together, has a chance to win,” 
Stevens said. “But I think everybody when you get 
to the playoffs is capable and has a chance to win, 
and it’s about who plays well on that stage.” 


This week in basebali 

Tatis, Jimenez in 
majors from start 


By Noah Trister 

Associated Press 

Opening day was particularly 
special for Fernando Tatis Jr. and 
Floy Jimenez. 

In large part because they 
weren’t stuck at El Paso and 
Charlotte. 

It’s common for baseball’s top 
prospects to spend a bit of time in 
the minors at the beginning of the 
season, but the Padres and White 
Sox put Tatis and Jimenez on the 
roster this year for the opener. 
Tatis, a shortstop, had two hits in 
San Diego’s win over San Fran¬ 
cisco. Jimenez, an outfielder, had 
a run and an RBI in Chicago’s 
loss to Kansas City. 

Jimenez hit .355 in 55 games at 
Triple-A Charlotte last year, and 
shortly before the start of this 
season signed a $43 million, six- 
year contract — a record high for 
a player under club control who 
hadn’t yet appeared in a m^or 
league game. 

So it was no surprise to see Ji¬ 
menez in the m^ors right away. 
Tatis’ situation was different. De¬ 
laying a player’s service time for 
a few weeks can delay potential 
free agency down the road, and 
Tatis hadn’t played above Dou- 
ble-A. But instead of sending him 
to Triple-A El Paso, the Padres 
brought him right to the m^ors. 

“I told my dad, my head was 
in the minor leagues,” Tatis said. 
“If they sent me down, I was not 
surprised. If they called me up, it 
was going to be a big surprise.” 

Tatis, who turned 20 on Jan. 
2, became the youngest player 
to start on opening day since 19- 
year-old Adrian Beltre in 1999. 
He became the youngest player 
with a multihit game on opening 
day since Robin Yount in 1975. 

Tatis is ranked as the game’s 
No. 2 prospect by mlb.com, be¬ 
hind only Vladimir Guerrero Jr. 
The debate about whether Guer¬ 
rero should start the season with 
the Toronto Blue Jays or in the 
minors became moot when he 
went down with a strained left 
oblique. 



Orlando Ramirez/AP 


Padres Eric Hosmer, left, and 
Fernando Tatis Jr. celebrate after 
scoring on a single by Manuel 
Margot against San Francisco 
on Friday. Tatis became the 
youngest player to start on 
opening day since 1999. 

Already? 

It didn’t take long for some po¬ 
sition players to take the mound 
this year. 

The circumstances this time: 
The Dodgers and Diamondbacks 
played 13 innings Friday night 
that lasted more than six hours. 
On Saturday, Los Angeles beat 
Arizona 18-5, with Diamondbacks 
catcher John Ryan Murphy giv¬ 
ing up seven runs in two innings 
of relief Dodgers catcher Russell 
Martin also pitched, retiring the 
side in the ninth on 10 pitches. 

All or nothing 

There’s been plenty of talk the 
past few years about baseball be¬ 
coming a game of home runs and 
strikeouts, and the very early re¬ 
turns in 2019 indicate nothing is 
changing. So far, 23.2 percent of 
all plate appearances have result¬ 
ed in a strikeout, and 3.3 percent 
have resulted in a homer. 

The numbers last season were 
22.3 and 3.0. 



MGS 


Pick and roll into our on-base location or visit militaryautosource.conn/onbase 

March Mania Championship savings vaiid 4/4/19-4/8/19 and cannot be combined with any other offer. Aii programs and guarantees are subject to terms and conditions. See your Saies Representative for 
compiete detaiis. Overseas Miiitary Sales Corporation is an authorized contractor of the Exchange and NEXCOM. Military AutoSource is an authorized distributor to sell and distribute Ford vehicles. 

This advertisement does not express or imply endorsement by the Exchange, NEXCOM, ODD components, or the Federal Government and is not sponsored by them. (F4752) 























Page 28 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, April 3,2019 


MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


Tampa Bay 
Baltimore 
New York 
Toronto 
Boston 

Kansas City 

Minnesota 

Cleveland 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Seattie 
Oakland 
Texas 
Houston 
Los Angeles 


Central Division 


West Division 


National League 

East Division 


W 


Pet GB 


Philadelphia 

New York 3 i 

Miami 2 3 

Washington 1 2 

Atlanta 1 3 

Central Division 
Milwaukee 4 1 

St. Louis 2 3 

Cincinnati 1 2 

Pittsburgh 1 2 

Chicago 1 3 

West Division 
Los Angeles 3 2 

San Diego 3 2 

Arizona 2 3 

Colorado 2 3 

San Francisco 2 3 

Monday’s games 
Cleveland 5, Chicago White Sox 3 

N.Y. Yankees 3, Detroit 1 
Baltimore 6, Toronto 5 
Tampa Bay 7, Colorado 1 
Houston 2, Texas 1 
Oakland 7, Boston 0 
Seattle 6, L.A. Angels 3 
St. Louis 6, Pittsburgh 5,11 innings 
Milwaukee 4, Cincinnati 3 
Atlanta 8, Chicago Cubs 0 
N.Y. Mets 7, Miami 3 
Arizona 10, San Diego 3 
San Francisco 4, L.A. Dodgers 2 
Tuesday’s games 
Detroit at N.Y. Yankees 
Baltimore at Toronto 
Colorado at Tampa Bay 
Houston at Texas 
Minnesota at Kansas City 
Boston at Oakland 
L.A. Angels at Seattle 
Milwaukee at Cincinnati 
Philadelphia at Washington 
N.Y. Mets at Miami 
Arizona at San Diego 
San Francisco at L.A. Dodgers 
Wednesday’s games 
Chicago White Sox (Rodon 0-1) at 
Cleveland (Kluber 0-1) 

Colorado (Marquez 1-0) at Tampa Bay 
(TBD) 

Minnesota (Gibson 0-0) at Kansas City 
(Bailey 0-0) 

Detroit (Boyd 0-1) at N.Y. Yankees 
(TBD) 

Baltimore (Karns 0-0) at Toronto 
(Shoemaker 1-0) 

Houston (Cole 0-1) at Texas (Minor 0- 

1 ) 

Boston (Eovaldl 0-0) at Oakland (Es¬ 
trada 0-0) 

Milwaukee (Peralta 0-0) at Cincinnati 
(Castillo 0-0) 

Philadelphia (Nola 1-0) at Washington 
(Sanchez 0-0) 

Arizona (Ray 0-0) at San Diego (Luc- 
chesi 1-0) 

N.Y. Mets (deGrom 1-0) at Miami (Rich¬ 
ards 0-0) 

St. Louis (Mikolas 0-1) at Pittsburgh 
(TaillonO-1) 

Chicago Cubs (Lester 1-0) at Atlanta 
(Teheran 0-1) 

San Francisco (Holland 0-1) at L.A. 
Dodgers (Stripling 0-0) 

Monday 

Mariners 6, Angels 3 

Los Angeles Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

K.CIhunrf 5 0 0 0 M.Smithcf 4 12 0 

Trout cf 2 0 0 0 Hanigerrf 3 110 

Bour lb 4 0 0 0 Do.Sntn If 4 2 2 1 

Simmons ss 4 0 0 0 Bruce lb 3 112 

Pujols dh 4 2 2 0 D.Moore3b 10 0 0 

LStlla2b 4 0 2 0 Encrncodh 3 0 10 

Lucroyc 4 12 1 Narvaez c 4 111 
Goodwin If 3 0 11 T.Bckhm ss 3 0 1 2 

Cozartph 1 0 0 0 Healy3b-lb 4 0 0 0 

Fltcher3b 4 0 11 D.Grdon2b 4 0 10 

Totals 35 3 8 3 Totals 33 610 6 

Los Angeles 010 200 000-3 

Seattle 400 000 20x-6 

E—Do.Santana (1), Narvaez 2 (2), 
Healy (3), Lucroy (1). DP-Los Angeles 
1, Seattle 1. LOB—Los Angeles 7, Seattle 
10. 2B-PuJols (1), T.Beckham (3). HR- 
Bruce (3). SB-M.Smith (2), Haniger (1), 

D.Gordon (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Stratton L,0-1 4V3 7 4 4 2 1 

Anderson 1 1 0 0 2 1 

Buttrey % 0 0 0 0 2 

Robles 35 2 2 2 1 1 

Bedrosian IVi 0 0 0 1 2 

Seattle 

Hernandez W,1-0 S'/j 7 3 10 4 

Bradford H,1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Rosscup H,3 35 0 0 0 1 0 

Brennan H,1 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Elias S,1-1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP—by Hernandez (Trout), by Bed¬ 
rosian (Haniger). WP—Stratton, Hernan¬ 
dez, Brennan. T-3:20. A-14,463 (47,943). 



Nathan Denette, The Canadian Press/AP 


The Orioles' Richie Martin, left, is tagged out at second base by 
Blue Jays shortstop Freddy Galvis during the fourth inning Monday in 
Toronto. Baltimore won 6-5. 


Diamondbacks 10, Padres 3 

Arizona San Diego 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A.Jones rf 5 12 1 Kinsler2b 2 0 0 0 

E.Escbr3b 5 0 11 Maton p 10 0 0 

Flores2b 5 110 Stockp 0 0 0 0 

D. PrItalf 5 2 3 1 Hosmer lb 4 12 0 

C.WIkerlb 4 12 0 Machado 3b 3 1 1 0 

K.Martecf 5 3 3 1 F.Reyes rf 3 0 0 1 

Ahmed ss 4 112 Myers If 4 0 0 0 

A. Avila c 3 112 TtsJr.ss 4 112 

M.Kellyp 2 0 0 0 Margot cf 10 0 0 

Lamb ph 10 11 Erlin p 0 0 0 0 

Dpinterp 1 0 0 0 Grciaph-2b 3 0 0 0 

Hedgesc 3000 
Strahm p 0 0 0 0 

F.Crdrocf 3 0 2 0 

Totals 401015 9 Totals 31 3 6 3 
Arizona 212 040 100-10 

San Diego 000 003 000- 3 

E—Hedges (1). DP—Arizona 1, San Di¬ 
ego 2. LOB—Arizona 8, San Diego 4. 2B— 
Flores (2), D.Peralta 2 (3), C.Walker (2), 
Ahmed (3), Hosmer (2). HR-A.Jones (3), 
Tatis Jr. (1). SB-K.Marte (2). SF-Ahmed 
(2), F.Reyes (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Arizona 

Kelly W,l-0 6 5 3 3 2 3 

DuplantierS,l-l 3 1 0 0 0 2 

San Diego 

Strahm L,0-1 235 8 5 5 3 2 

Erlin 2'/3 4 4 3 0 2 

Maton 3 3 1111 

Stock 1 0 0 0 0 3 

T-3:04. A-18,683 (42,445). 

Athietics 7, Red Sox 0 

Boston Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Betts rf 4 0 0 0 Semienss 4 0 10 

Bnntndilf 4 0 0 0 M.Chpmn3b4 1 1 1 

Devers3b 3 0 0 0 Pscottyrf 4 110 

Mrtinezdh 4 0 10 K.Davisdh 4 2 11 
Bgaerts ss 3 0 2 0 Canha lb 110 0 
Mrelandlb 2 0 10 Mralsph-lbl 0 1 1 

E. Nunez2b 3 0 0 0 Pinderif 4 12 3 

BrdlyJcf 3 0 0 0 Profar2b 4 0 10 

C.Vazqzc 3 0 0 0 Lureanocf 4 111 

Hundley c 4 0 0 0 
Totals 29 0 4 0 Totals 34 7 9 7 
Boston 000 000 000-0 

Oakland 011 002 03x-7 

E-Devers (3). DP-Oakland 1. LOB- 
Boston 4, Oakland 5. 2B—Bogaerts (2), 
Semien (2). HR—M.Chapman (2), K.DavIs 
(5), Pinder (1), Laureano (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Boston 

Price L,0-1 6 5 4 4 2 9 

Thornburg 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Hembree 1 4 3 2 0 1 

Oakland 

Brooks W,l-0 6 2 0 0 1 6 

Buchter 35 0 0 0 0 1 

Hendriks Vs 2 0 0 0 0 

Wendelken 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Rodney 1 0 0 0 1 2 

T-2:42. A-12,417 (46,765). 

Astros 2, Rangers 1 

Houston Texas 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngerrf 5 111 Choodh 4 0 0 0 

Altuve2b 4 0 0 0 Odor 2b 3 0 10 

Bregman3b 2 0 10 Andrus ss 3 0 0 0 

Brntleylf 3 0 0 0 Mazararf 3 0 0 0 

Correa ss 4 13 0 Gallo If 3 0 0 0 

Gurriellb 4 0 10 A.Cbrra3b 3 0 0 0 

R.Chrnsc 4 0 11 Guzman lb 3 111 

White dh 2 0 0 0 Knr-FIfe 3 0 0 0 

T.Kempph-dhl 0 0 0 DSheldscf 3 0 0 0 

Mrsnickef 4 0 10 

Totals 33 2 8 2 Totals 28 1 2 1 

Houston 100 001 000-2 

Texas 001 000 000-1 

LOB—Houston 8. 2B—Correa (1), Gur- 
riel (2), R.Chirinos (2). HR—Springer (2), 
Guzman (1). CS—Marisnick (2), Odor (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

Peacock W,l-0 635 2 1 1 0 5 

Pressly H,1 I'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Osuna 5,1-1 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Sm^y 3 41122 

Sampson L,0-1 6 4 112 3 

T-2:39. A-18,056 (49,115). 


Giants 4, Dodgers 2 

San Francisco Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Duggaref 5 12 0 K.Hrnan2b 4 0 2 0 

Belt lb 4 12 3 J.Trner3b 3 0 10 

Lngoria3b 4 0 0 0 Seagerss 4 0 0 0 

Posey c 4 0 0 0 Pollock cf 4 0 0 0 

B.Crwfrss 4 0 10 Freese lb 2 0 0 0 

Joe If 2 0 0 0 Muncy ph-lblO 0 0 

Solarteph-lf 2 1 1 0 Blingerrf 4 0 10 

Watson p 0 0 0 0 C.Tylor If 4 12 1 

W.Smith p 0 0 0 0 A.Brnes c 3 0 0 0 

Parra rf 4 0 10 J.Urias p 10 0 0 
Panik2b 3 0 10 Verdugoph 1111 
Pmeranzp 2 0 0 0 J.Kellyp 0 0 0 0 

Gottp 0 0 0 0 Alxnderp 0 0 0 0 

Sndoval ph 1111 Floro p 0 0 0 0 
Mlancon p 0 0 0 0 Pderson ph 1 0 0 0 

M.Reedlf 1 0 0 0 P.Baezp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 36 4 9 4 Totals 32 2 7 2 

San Francisco 000 001 300—4 

Los Angeles 000 020 000-2 

E—Bellinger (1). DP—San Francisco 
2. LOB—San Francisco 6, Los Angeles 5. 
2B-Duggar (2), Belt (1), B.Crawford (2), 
Panik (1). HR-Belt (1), C.Taylor (1), Ver- 
dugo (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

Pomeranz 5 6 2 2 1 6 

GottW,l-0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Melancon H,1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Watson H,2 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Smith S,2-2 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Los Angeles 

Urias 5 3 0 0 0 7 

Kelly L,0-1BS,2 135 4 4 4 0 2 

Alexander 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Floro '/s 0 0 0 0 0 

Baez 2 1 0 0 0 2 

Alexander pitched to 1 batter in the 
7th HBP-by Urias (Panik). T-2:59. A- 
40,477 (56,000). 

Cardinais 6, Pirates 5 (11) 

St. Louis Pittsburgh 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

M.Crpnt3b 5 0 0 0 A.Frzer2b 4 110 

Gantp 0 0 0 0 S.Martecf 5 2 10 

GIdschm lb 4 0 0 1 Dekrson If 4 0 10 

Delong ss 5 2 10 Bell lb 2 0 0 2 

Ozunalf 4 0 0 0 F.Vazqz p 0 0 0 0 

A.MIIerp 0 0 0 0 Me.Cbrrph 0 0 0 0 

Mayers p 0 0 0 0 Newman pr 0 0 0 0 

J.Mrtinph 10 11 Braultp 0 0 0 0 

Flhertypr 0 0 0 0 Kingham p 0 0 0 0 

Jor.Hckp 0 0 0 0 Crvellic 4 10 0 

Wietersph-cO 0 0 0 Moran3b-lb3 1 2 3 
Molina c-3b 5 0 0 0 P.Reyes rf 3 0 0 0 

De.FwIrrf 2 110 Kelap 0 0 0 0 

Leone p 0 0 0 0 Burdi p 0 0 0 0 

Munoz If 2 110 Kang 3b 2 0 0 0 

Wong 2b 4 112 Gnzalezss 5 0 10 

Badercf 4120 Archerp 1000 
Wnwrghtp 0 0 0 0 Crick p 0 0 0 0 

Rbinson ph 1 0 0 0 Ri.Rdri p 0 0 0 0 

Brebbiap 0 0 0 0 Liriano p 0 0 0 0 

O'Neill ph-rf 3 0 11 Shuck rf 2 0 0 0 

Totals 40 6 8 S Totals 35 5 6 5 

St. Louis 000 000 311 01-6 

Pittsburgh 301 000 010 00-5 

E—Moran (1), Gonzalez (1), Bader (1). 
DP-St. Louis 2, Pittsburgh 1. LOB-St. 
Louis 12, Pittsburgh 9. 2B—J.Martinez 
(1), O’Neill (2), Dickerson (1), Moran (1). 
HR-Wong (3), Moran (1). CS-De.Fowler 
(1). SF-Bell (1). S-Archer (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

St. Louis 

Wainwright 4 4 4 4 4 3 

Brebbia 2 0 0 0 1 2 

Leone 35 0 0 0 0 1 

Miller 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Mayers 1V5 2 110 1 

Hicks W,l-1 2 0 0 0 1 2 

GantS,l-l 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Pittsburgh 

Archer 5 2 0 0 3 8 

Crick 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Rodriguez 0 2 3 2 0 0 

Liriano 0 0 0 0 1 0 

KelaH,l 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Burdi BS,1 35 2 1 1 0 2 

Vazquez 1V5 1 10 0 1 

BraultL,0-l 135 1 112 2 

Kingham V5 0 0 0 1 0 

Ri.Rodriguez pitched to 4 batters in 
the 7th Liriano pitched to 1 batter in the 
7th A.Miller pitched to 2 batters in the 
7th HBP-by Archer (DeJong), by Rodri¬ 
guez (Fowler), by Miller (Bell), by Mayers 
(Shuck), by Brault (Wieters). WP—Burdi, 
Vazquez. T-4:50. A-37,336 (38,362). 


Braves 8, Cubs 0 

Chicago Atlanta 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

AlmrJrcf 5 0 10 Incarte cf 5 111 

Bryant 3b 3 0 10 Dnldson3b 4 12 0 

Rizzo lb 4 0 10 Freeman lb 4 1 10 

J.Baezss 4 0 10 AcnJr.lf 4 111 

Cntrrasc 2 0 0 0 Mrkakisrf 4 2 2 0 

Bote 2b 4 0 2 0 Albies2b 4 2 3 1 

Heyward rf 4 0 1 0 B.McCnn c 4 0 1 2 

Hndreks p 1 0 0 0 D.Swnsn ss 4 0 11 

Kntzlerp 0 0 0 0 Newcomb p 2 0 0 0 

Dscalsoph 1 0 0 0 Parsons p 0 0 0 0 

R.Rsriop 0 0 0 0 Joyce ph 10 0 0 

Edwrds p 0 0 0 0 Biddle p 0 0 0 0 

Brachp 0 0 0 0 CamargophO 0 0 0 

Schwrbrph 1 0 0 0 Sobotkap 0 0 0 0 

Zagunis If 4 0 2 0 Vzcaino p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 33 0 9 0 Totals 36 812 6 

Chicago 000 000 000-0 

Atlanta 401 021 OOx-8 

E—Donaldson (1), Bryant (1), Rizzo 2 

(2), J.Baez (1), Bote (1), Zagunis (1). DP- 
Chicago 1, Atlanta 4. LOB—Chicago 10, 
Atlanta 11. 2B-Bryant (2), Zagunis 2 (3), 
Freeman (3), Albies 2 (2). HR-Inciarte 

(1) , Acuna Jr. (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Hendricks L,0-1 4'/3 10 7 2 3 4 

Kintzler 35 0 0 0 0 2 

Rosario 1 2 10 0 2 

Edwards Jr. 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Brach 1 0 0 0 3 0 

Atlanta 

Newcomb 4 6 0 0 4 3 

Parsons W,l-1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Biddle 2 1 0 0 0 1 

Sobotka 1 10000 

Vizcaino 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Newcomb pitched to 1 batter in the 
5th WP-Newcomb, Brach. T-3:12. A- 
41,912 (41,149). 

Orioles 6, Blue Jays 5 

Baltimore Toronto 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mullins cf 4 10 0 McKnneyrf 3 0 0 0 
SmthJrIf 5 110 Drury 3b 4 110 
Villar2b 4 12 2 Smoak lb 3 10 0 

Mancinirf 3 2 2 2 Grichukef 4 2 2 2 

Rickard rf 0 0 0 0 Tellez dh 3 0 10 

R.Ruiz3b 4 110 Pillar ph-dhO 0 0 1 

R.Nunezdh 3 0 0 0 T.Hrnan If 4 0 11 

C. Davislb 3 0 0 1 GrrlJr2b 4 0 0 0 

Sucre c 4 0 0 0 D.Jnsenc 3 0 0 0 

Ri.Mrtnss 2 0 0 0 Galvis ss 3 111 

Totals 32 6 6 5 Totals 31 5 6 5 

Baltimore 410 000 100-6 

Toronto 000 000 212-5 

E-Galvis (1). DP-Baltimore 1. LOB- 
Baltimore 5, Toronto 2. 2B—Grichuk (1). 
3B-T.Hernandez (1). HR-Villar (1), Man- 
cini (2), Grichuk (1), Galvis (1). SF-Man- 
cini(l). Pillar (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Baltimore 

HessW,l-0 6'/3 0 0 0 1 8 

■ ' 35 2 2 2 1 0 

1 2 2 2 0 1 

5ierS,l-l 1 2 110 1 

Toronto 

Reid-Foley L,0-1 2 4 5 3 2 3 

Pannone 4 10015 

Gaviglio 3 1110 4 

M.Wrlght pitched to 1 batter in the 9th 
HBP-by Reid-Foley (Mullins), by Pan¬ 
none (Martin). WP-Reid-Foley 2, Hess, 
Pannone. T-2:46. A-10,460 (53,506). 

Yankees 3, Tigers 1 

Detroit New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

J.HrrsnZb 4 0 0 0 Gardner cf 4 12 1 

Cstllnsrf 2 0 0 0 Judge rf 3 0 10 

Mi.Cbrrdh 2 0 0 0 Voitdh 3 10 0 

D. Ptrsn pr-dh 0 0 0 0 G.Bird lb 4 0 10 

Goodrumlb 3 0 0 0 G.Sanchc 3 111 

Cndlrio3b 4 0 0 0 Torres 2b 4 0 0 0 

C.StwrtIf 3 10 0 LMahieu3b 2 0 0 0 
Greiner c 4 0 0 0 Tuchman If 3 0 0 0 

Mercer ss 4 0 2 0 Tlwtzkiss 3 0 0 0 

Mahtookef 3 0 0 0 

Totals 29 1 2 0 Totals 29 3 5 2 

Detroit 000 100 000-1 

New York 011 010 OOx-3 

E-G.Sanchez (3), C.Stewart (1). LOB- 
Detroit 8, New York 6. 2B—Mercer (1), 
Judge (1). HR—Gardner (1), G.Sanchez 

(2) . SB-Gardner (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Detroit 

Ross L,0-1 5 4 3 2 4 4 

Hardy 135 0 0 0 0 2 

Garrett I'A 1 0 0 0 2 

New York 

German W,l-0 5 1 1 0 5 7 

Green H,1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Britton H,1 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Ottavino H,1 1 0 0 0 2 0 

Chapman S,l-1 1 0 0 0 0 1 

WP-Ross, German. T-2:43. A-32,036 
(47,309). 

Indians 5, White Sox 3 

Chicago Cleveland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Moncada3b 4 111 L.Mrtincf 4 110 

Palkarf 3 0 0 0 J.Rmirz3b 4 12 0 

Cordell ph-rf 1112 Bauers If 3 110 
J.Abreudh 4 0 0 0 C.Sntna lb 3 111 

Y.AInsolb 2 0 0 0 H.Rmirzdh 4 110 

El.Jmenlf 4 0 0 0 B.MIIer2b 3 0 0 0 

W.Cstllc 10 10 Moroff2b 10 11 

Y.Sanch2b 4 0 0 0 R.Perezc 3 0 0 1 

J.Rndonss 4 10 0 Naquin rf 3 0 10 

Engel Cf 3 0 0 0 Allen ph-rf 0 0 0 1 

Stametsss 4 0 0 0 

Totals 30 3 3 3 Totals 32 5 8 4 
Chicago 000 000 030-3 

Cleveland 000 001 04x-5 

E-Cimber (1), Y.Sanchez (2). DP-Chi- 
cago 1. LOB—Chicago 6, Cleveland 8.2B— 
Moncada (2), L.Martin (2), J.Ramirez (1), 
Bauers (1). HR-Cordell (1). S-Engel (1). 


Chicago 

Fry H,1 


'h 


Wright 
Bleier S 


Covey L,0-1 BS,1 

Frare ■vs u u u i z 

Cleveland 

Clevinger 7 1 0 0 3 12 

CimberH,! Vs 0 10 0 0 

Perez BS,1 0 1110 0 

Edwards W,2-0 35 1 1 1 1 0 

Hand S,2-2 1 0 0 0 0 2 

O.Perez pitched to 1 batter in the 8th 
Covey pitched to 4 batters in the 8th 
HBP-by Hand (Castillo). T-3:02. A- 
34,519 (35,225). 

Rays 7, Rockies 1 

Colorado Tampa Bay 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

BIckmon rf 3 10 0 Meadows rf 4 0 10 
Dahl If 4 0 2 0 Pham If 3 10 0 

Arenado3b 4 0 3 1 Choi lb 4 12 0 

Story ss 4 0 0 0 Lowe 2b 4 2 2 2 

McMahon lb 4 0 0 0 Y.Diazdh 2 2 10 

Desmond cf 4 0 0 0 Krmaiercf 3 12 4 

Innettac 3 0 0 0 Dan.Rbr3b 4 0 0 1 

Rynoldsdh 3 0 10 M.Perez c 4 0 0 0 
Hampson 2b 3 0 0 0 Adames ss 4 0 1 0 

Totals 32 1 6 1 Totals 32 7 9 7 

Colorado 000 001 000-1 

Tampa Bay 000 303 lOx—7 

E—Story (1). DP—Tampa Bay 1. LOB— 
Colorado 6, Tampa Bay 6. 2B—Arenado 
(2), Kiermaier (2). HR-Lowe (1), Kierma- 
ier (1). SF—Kiermaier (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Bettis L,0-1 535 7 6 6 2 5 

Johnson 35 1 112 1 

McGee l'/3 0 0 0 0 3 

Shaw '/3 1 0 0 0 0 

Tampa Bay 

Stanek 1 1 0 0 0 3 

Yarbrough W,l-0 4'/3 3 110 3 

Font H,1 '/3 1 0 0 0 0 

Beeks H,2 l'/3 0 0 0 1 1 

Alvarado 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Castillo 1 0 0 0 0 3 

HBP-by Yarbrough (Blackmon). T— 
2:54.A-10,860 (42,735). 

Brewers 4, Reds 3 

Milwaukee Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Caincf 4 110 Schblercf 3 0 0 0 

Yelichrf 5 110 Vottolb 4 110 

Braun If 5 12 1 Puig rf 4 0 12 

Haderp 0 0 0 0 E.Sarez3b 4 0 10 

T.Shaw3b 3 110 M.Kemp If 3 0 0 0 

Aguilar lb 4 0 12 Winker If 10 0 0 

Mstakas2b 4 0 11 Perza2b-ss 4 12 0 

Grandalc 4 0 3 0 Brnhartc 4 0 2 0 

Arciass 3 0 0 0 J.lgissss 2 0 0 0 

Davies p 2 0 0 0 A.Grrtt p 0 0 0 0 

Thames ph 10 10 KFrmrph-2b2 0 0 0 
Claudio p 0 0 0 0 Roark p 10 0 0 

A.WIsonp 0 0 0 0 Detrich2b 110 1 

Gamel ph-lf 1 0 0 0 Duke p 0 0 0 0 

Dav.Hrn p 0 0 0 0 

R.lgissp 0 0 0 0 

Casali ph 10 10 
Lrenzen pr 0 0 0 0 
Totals 36 411 4 Totals 34 3 8 3 
Milwaukee 300 000 001-4 

Cincinnati 000 021 000-3 

E—Votto (1). DP—Milwaukee 1, Cincin¬ 
nati 2. LOB—Milwaukee 10, Cincinnati 9. 
2B—Yelich (2), Braun 2 (2), Moustakas 
(2), Puig (1), Casali (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Davies 5 4 2 2 4 6 

Claudio BS,1 l'/3 2 110 0 

Wilson W,l-0 135 1 0 0 0 2 

Hader S,3-3 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Cincinnati 

Roark 4'/3 6 3 3 3 6 

Garrett 135 2 0 0 1 3 

Duke 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Hernandez 1 10000 

Iglesias L,0-1 1 2 1110 

HBP-by Davies (Dietrich). WP-Da- 
vies. T-3:31. A-7,799 (42,319). 

Mets 7, Marlins 3 

New York Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A.Rsrioss 5 111 Rojas SS 4 110 

P.AInsolb 5 113 R.Hrrralf 4 10 0 

Ed.Diaz p 0 0 0 0 Bri.And3b 4 0 10 

Cano 2b 5 0 0 0 S.Cstro2b 3 12 3 

J.Dvis3b 4 110 Brinson cf 4 0 10 

Cnfortorf 3 12 0 Prado lb 4 0 2 0 

W.Ramosc 4 0 2 0 Alfaro c 4 0 2 0 

McNeil If 2 0 11 O'Brien rf 4 0 0 0 

T.Ptrsn p 0 0 0 0 C.Smith p 10 0 0 

Familiap 0 0 0 0 N.WIkerph 10 0 0 

D.Smth ph-lb 1110 N.Andrs p 0 0 0 0 

Lagaresef 3 2 11 Kinleyp 0 0 0 0 

Matz p 2 0 0 0 Grndrsn ph 1 0 0 0 

Nimmolf 2 0 0 0 Conley p 0 0 0 0 

Broxton If 0 0 0 0 Stcknrd p 0 0 0 0 

Riddle ph 10 0 0 
Totals 36 710 6 Totals 35 3 9 3 
New York 010 100 104-7 

Miami 200 001 000-3 

E—McNeil (1), Lagares (1). DP—New 
York 2, Miami 1. LOB-New York 6, Mi¬ 
ami 6. 2B-J..Davis (2), McNeil (2). HR- 
P.AIonso (1), Lagares h), S.Castro (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Matz 5'/3 6 3 10 3 

Peterson 135 1 0 0 0 0 

FamiliaW,l-0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Diaz 1 2 0 0 1 3 

Miami 

Smith 5 4 2 2 1 8 

Anderson 1 2 0 0 0 3 

Kinley BS,1 1 1110 2 

Conley 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Steckenrider L,0-1 1 3 4 4 0 2 

HBP-by Conley (Conforto), by Steck¬ 
enrider (Lagares). WP-Smith. T-3:10. 
A-6,489 (36,742). 
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Chris O’Meara/AP 


The Tampa Bay Rays’ Kevin Kiermaier watches his three-run home 
run off Colorado Rockies starting pitcher Chad Bettis during the 
sixth inning of Monday’s game in St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Roundup 


Yankees win, lose 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Giancarlo 
Stanton and Miguel Andujar had 
already joined the Yankees’ long 
injured list when Aaron Judge 
sprinted into right-center field 
and made a spectacular, sprawl¬ 
ing grab on Niko Goodrum’s 
hard-hit liner to preserve a two- 
run lead in the eighth inning. 

Judge snapped the webbing 
around the ball as his gloved left 
hand hit the turf and he slid on 
his chest, picking up grass stains 
on both knees before popping up 
and throwing the ball to second to 
make sure both runners could not 
advance. 

“That’s one of those dangerous 
plays for an outfielder,” New York 
manager Aaron Boone said Mon¬ 
day night after Judge preserved 
a 3-1 win over the punchless De¬ 
troit Tigers. “It’s hard for them 
to sometimes get underneath 
that ball to make the play and not 
hurt themselves. I felt like I saw it 
pretty well and I felt like I knew 
he was fine, but definitely one of 
those that you kind of hold your 
breath on.” 

Domingo German (1-0) pitched 
one-hit ball for five innings to 
overcome five walks on a chilly 
night and win for the first time 
since last June. Gary Sanchez 
and Brett Gardner homered for 
the banged-up Yankees. 

New York said before the game 
that Stanton strained his left bi¬ 
ceps Sunday and Andujar tore 


his right labrum. Andujar will be 
treated conservatively for a few 
weeks but could require surgery 
if it does not respond. 

They joined a group of sidelined 
Yankees that includes pitchers 
Luis Severino, Dellin Betances, 
Jordan Montgomery and Ben 
Heller, shortstop Didi Gregorius 
and outfielder Jacoby Ellsbury; 
pitcher CC Sabathia is set to be 
added to the injured list Wednes¬ 
day, after he completes a suspen¬ 
sion for hitting a batter with a 
pitch last September. 

After dropping to 1-2 with a 
pair of losses to Baltimore, New 
York led 3-1 when Adam Ottavino 
walked the first two batters in the 
eighth. Goodrum hit a sinking 
line drive and Judge decided to go 
for the catch rather than play the 
ball on a hop, knowing the top- 
spin could have caused it to land 
in front of him and bounce by for 
a two-run extra-base hit. 

“I told Gardy right before that 
play,” he said of center fielder 
Brett Gardner, “that I was going 
to dive and make a play right 
there. ... Just watching swings 
throughout the game. ... I was 
just letting Gardy know, heads up 
there.” 

Orioles 6, Blue Jays 5: David 
Hess was pulled after 6 Vs hitless 
innings, but Baltimore’s bullpen 
couldn’t see the bid through in a 
win over host Toronto. 

Hess struck out eight and 
walked one before being pulled 
after 82 pitches. 


Streaking Rays hammer 
Rockies, win 4th straight 


By Fred Goodall 

Associated Press 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — There’s no secret to 
the success of the Tampa Bay Rays. 

Strong pitching, sparkling defense and timely hit¬ 
ting have served them well for years and have the 
budget-minded club off to a fast start this season. 

“It’s awesome,” Kevin Kiermaier said Monday 
night after homering and driving in four runs in a 
7-1 victory over the Colorado Rockies. 

“We sit here and we talk in spring training about 
how good we can be,” Kiermaier added. “This is the 
start we wanted to get to.” 

Employing the opener strategy that has been an in¬ 
tegral part of the team’s success since it began using 
relievers to fill in for traditional starting pitchers 
last May, the Rays won for the fourth straight time 
since a season-opening loss to Houston — matching 
the best five-game start in franchise history. 

Opener Ryne Stanek got it started before a crowd 
of 10,860, with Ryan Yarbrough (1-0) following and 
allowing one run and three hits in 4% innings. Re¬ 
lievers Wilmer Font, Jalen Beeks, Jose Alvarado 
and Diego Castillo finished up. 

“It starts with the pitching,” Kiermaier said. “It’s 
not a surprise to me. They gave us a taste last year 
of what they can do collectively as a unit.... It’s fun 
playing behind these guys.” 

The Rays are 4-1 for the first time since 2012, al¬ 
lowing just 10 runs — the fewest through five games 


in club history. The bullpen has a 0.43 ERA, limiting 
opponents to one earned run in 21 innings. 

With the fast start, Tampa Bay matched its win 
total from the first 17 games of last season, when the 
Rays rebounded from early struggles to finish with 
90 wins — most among non-playoff teams. 

“We are playing some really good baseball and 
having a lot of fun out there,” Yarbrough said. 

Brandon Lowe hit a two-run homer in the fourth 
and Kiermaier added a three-run shot in the sixth to 
inflict most of the damage against Colorado starter 
Chad Bettis (0-1), who allowed six runs and seven 
hits in 5% innings. 

Nolan Arenado’s RBI double in the sixth snapped 
a 17-inning scoreless streak for the Rockies, who’ve 
dropped three straight after winning the first two 
games of the season at Miami. 

“We can’t seem to get anything going,” Rockies 
manager Bud Black said. “We can’t string any hits 
together, and when that happens you’re not going to 
score.” 

Yarbrough led major league rookies with 16 victo¬ 
ries last season, 14 of them out of the bullpen — the 
most by a reliever since Toronto’s Mark Eichhorn 
and Roger McDowell of the New York Mets had 14 
in 1986. 

It was the most wins by a lefty reliever since 
Detroit’s John Hiller won 17 in 1974, and Yar¬ 
brough also led AL rookies in innings pitched and 
strikeouts. 


Stanton, Andujar to injuries 



Julie Jacobson/AP 


Yankees right fielder Aaron Judge comes up off the grass after 
catching a line drive by the Detroit Tigers’ Niko Goodrum with two 
men on during the eighth inning of Monday’s game in New York. 


Athletics 7, Red Sox 0: Khris 
Davis hit his fifth home run in his 
team’s first seven games, Ramon 
Laureano connected and also 
saved a run with a perfect throw 
home from center field, and host 
Oakland scored its first five runs 
via homers to beat struggling 
Boston. 

Mets 7, Marlins 3: Rookie 
slugger Pete Alonso hit his first 
m^or league homer, a three-run 
shot to cap a four-run ninth in¬ 
ning, and visiting New York over¬ 


came 16 strikeouts by its hitters 
to rally past Miami. 

Mariners 6, Angels 3: Felix 
Hernandez (1-0) allowed one 
earned run and pitched into the 
sixth inning for his first victory 
since last June, and host Seattle 
beat Los Angeles. 

Brewers 4, Reds 3: Christian 
Yelich failed to homer for the first 
game this season, ending his re- 
cord-tying streak, but he doubled 
in the ninth and scored on Ryan 
Braun’s double as visiting Mil¬ 


waukee rallied for a victory be¬ 
fore the smallest crowd in Great 
American Ball Park history. 

Astros 2, Rangers 1: Brad 
Peacock (1-0) allowed two hits 
while pitching into the seventh in¬ 
ning, Robinson Chirinos looped a 
go-ahead double in his first game 
against his former team and visit¬ 
ing Houston beat Texas. 

Braves 8, Cubs 0: Brian Mc¬ 
Cann made the most of his At¬ 
lanta homecoming by hitting a 
two-run single in a four-run first 
inning, and his team took advan¬ 
tage of six Chicago errors. 

Cardinals 6, Pirates 5 (11): 
Paul DeJong scored on a passed 
ball in the top of the 11th inning 
as St. Louis rallied to spoil Pitts¬ 
burgh’s home opener. 

Giants 4, Dodgers 2: Bran¬ 
don Belt hit a go-ahead, two-run 
double off Scott Alexander in the 
seventh inning, and visiting San 
Francisco rallied for a victory 
over rival Los Angeles. 

Diamondbacks 10, Padres 3: 
Merrill Kelly (1-0) won his big 
league debut at age 30 by throw¬ 
ing six strong innings and ben¬ 
efiting from an offensive outburst 
started by Adam Jones’ leadoff 
homer to lead visiting Arizona 
over San Diego. 

Indians 5, White Sox 3: Ro¬ 
berto Perez drew a bases-loaded 
walk on four pitches from Dylan 
Covey (0-1) in the eighth inning 
as Cleveland rallied for a chilly 
win in its home opener. 
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NCAA TOURNAMENT 


Women’s roundup 

Notre Dame, Baylor 
complete Final Four 



Kiichiro Sato/AP 


Notre Dame’s Jackie Young drives during the regional championship game against 
Stanford in the Women’s NCAA Tournament on Monday in Chicago. 


Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Trailing by seven after 
missing too many shots in the first half, 
Notre Dame saw no reason to be rattled. 

The Fighting Irish figured they had only 
themselves to blame, that they would get 
on a roll and it just might carry them all 
the way back to the Final Four. 

Jackie Young scored 25 points and 
grabbed 10 rebounds, and defending na¬ 
tional champion Notre Dame shook off 
a slow start to beat Stanford 84-68 in the 
Chicago Region final on Monday night. 

“They kept their composure,” coach 
Muffet McGraw said. “I didn’t see a lot of 
frustration out there.” 

The top-seeded Irish (34-3) got some 
payback for tournament losses to the sec¬ 
ond-seeded Cardinal (31-5) in 2016 and 
2017 and earned their ninth trip to the 
Final Four. 

They will face UConn in Tampa Bay on 
Friday in a semifinal rematch from last 
year, when they beat the Huskies and then 
Mississippi State on last-second shots by 
Arike Ogunbowale to claim their second 
NCAA title. 

Young scored seven points in an 11-2 run 
to end the third quarter that gave Notre 
Dame a 52-46 lead. 

Ogunbowale finished with 21 points on 6- 
for-19 shooting, and the Irish pulled away 
in the second half for their 13th straight 
win after struggling to get their high-pow¬ 
ered offense going in the first half 

“I think as a team collectively we just 
talked about [how] we have 20 more min¬ 
utes to get back to the Final Four,” Ogun¬ 
bowale said. “And a lot of the mistakes and 
reasons that we were down were us.... We 
knew the shots were going to be able to 
fall the second half, because the first half 
was rough. But if we just held on defense, 
it would get us back in the game. And with 
our shots falling, we could take the lead.” 

Kiana Williams led Stanford with 20 
points. Dijonai Carrington scored 18. Al- 
anna Smith added 14 points and eight re¬ 


bounds. But instead of advancing to the 
Final Four for the 14th time, the Cardinal 
came up short after winning their previous 
12 games. 

“This is a really, really close team, a 
really fun team, and I’m very proud of 
[them],” coach Tara VanDerveer said. 
“Only one team is going to be really happy 
at the end of the day, and I’m really proud of 
this team. And I don’t think that one game 
should define — or even 20 minutes should 
define — the season for them. They’ve had 
a great year.” 

Tops in the nation in scoring at 89.2 
points per game, Notre Dame made just 10 
of 39 shots in the first half But the Irish 
were 12-for-17 while outscoring the Cardi¬ 
nal 26-13 in the third. 

They were trailing 44-41 late in the 
quarter when they went on that 11-2 run. 

Young’s scoop layup put Notre Dame 
on top 45-44 with just over two minutes 
left. She also drove for a layup in the clos¬ 
ing minute to get the lead back up to six 
after Carrington made two free throws for 
Stanford. 

Young added two baskets early in the 
fourth before Ogunbowale tracked down a 
loose ball and broke for a three-point play, 
making it 59-48 with 7:47 remaining. 

The game was just the sixth between 
two storied programs that each have Hall 
of Fame coaches and two NCAA champi¬ 
onships. But it marked the fourth time in 
five years they were meeting in the Sweet 
16 or Elite Eight. 

Baylor 85, Iowa 53: Four rounds into 
the NCAA Tournament, and the Bears 
have barely faced any resistance. 

Baylor cruised to its first Final Four 
since 2012 with its latest bracket blowout 
in the Greensboro Regional final. 

“We’re getting up,” forward Lauren Cox 
said, “and we’re not letting people get back 
in the game.” 

Cox had 22 points and 11 rebounds, Didi 
Richards added 16 points and 10 rebounds 
and Chloe Jackson had 14 points. 

The No. 1 overall-seeded Bears (35-1) 


won their 27th straight game by shoot¬ 
ing 53%, clamping down on All-American 
Megan Gustafson and her supporting cast 
and holding the nation’s best shooting team 
to a season-worst 32%. 

“We don’t know that we’re going to score 
this many points every night,” Baylor 
coach Kim Mulkey said. “What we do know 
is, we’re going to defend you. ... That’s the 
way I was taught. That’s the way I believe. 
... Nobody likes to be guarded for 40 min¬ 
utes. It’s work. It’s hard.” 

Their four tournament victories have 
come by an average of more than 38 points 
with none closer than 25. Now, it’s on to 
Tampa, Florida, for the school’s fourth 
Final Four and its first in seven years, 
when the Bears won their second national 


championship. 

The 6-foot-4 Cox — a third-team AP 
All-America pick selected as the region’s 
most outstanding player — and fellow twin 
tower Kalani Brown, a 6-7 second-team 
All-American, teamed up to dominate both 
the glass and the heavily hyped matchup 
with Gustafson, the nation’s leading scorer 
at 27.9 points per game. 

Brown finished with 14 points, and Bay¬ 
lor held a 47-26 rebounding advantage with 
20 second-chance points to six for Iowa. 
The Bears also outscored the Hawkeyes 
52-24 in the paint. 

Gustafson finished with 23 points on 9- 
for-17 shooting, but was held without a re¬ 
bound in the second half for second-seeded 
Iowa (29-7). 


Duke freshmen top All-America team 


By John Marshall 
Associated Press 

The season did not end as Zion 
Williamson and R.J. Barrett in¬ 
tended. The fabulous freshmen 
came to Duke to win a national 
championship and their bid came 
up short with a loss to Michigan 
State in the Elite Eight. 

Williamson and Barrett still 
managed to make a bit of history. 

The Duke duo was named to 
The Associated Press All-Amer¬ 
ica team on Tuesday, becoming 
the second freshman teammates 
to make the first team in the same 
season. They were joined by Ten¬ 
nessee’s Grant Williams, Michi¬ 
gan State’s Cassius Winston and 
Ja Morant of Murray State. 

Kentucky’s DeMarcus Cousins 
and John Wall were the only other 
freshman teammates to take first- 


team AP honors in 2010. 

The 6-foot-7, 285-pound Wil¬ 
liamson electrified college basket¬ 
ball with an array of thunderous 
dunks and soaring blocks, occa¬ 
sionally having to tilt his head to 
avoid hitting it on the backboard. 
He was selected unanimously 
by 64 voters as a first-team All- 
American. He averaged 22.1 
points, 8.9 rebounds, 2.2 blocked 
shots and 1.8 steals per game 
while leaving everyone wonder¬ 
ing what he would do next. 

“He’s got the most incredible 
first step,” Michigan State coach 
Tom Izzo said. “That’s why he’s 
getting all those steals. He can 
take one dribble and cover more 
space than most human beings 
that I know can do. And so then 
he has the strength to finish at the 
end. So he’s not Superman, but 
he’s damn close.” 


Barrett arrived at Duke as the 
higher-rated recruit and while 
everyone fawned over his high¬ 
flying teammate, the athletic 6-7 
guard had a superb season in Dur¬ 
ham. Barrett led the Blue Devils 
with 22.9 points, grabbed 7.5 re¬ 
bounds and dished 4.1 assists per 
game on a team that came a game 
short of the Final Four. 

Williams was the SEC player 
of the year a season ago and may 
have been even better while win¬ 
ning the award this year. 

The 6-7 junior averaged 19 
points per game while shooting 
57% and had 7.6 rebounds, 3.1 as¬ 
sists and lead the Vols to the Sweet 
16 for the first time in five years. 

Morant was the most exciting 
player in college basketball not 
named Zion, lighting up highlight 
reels with emphatic dunks and 
no-look passes. 


The 6-3 point guard may have 
turned himself into an NBA lot¬ 
tery pick his sophomore season, 
leading the nation with 10 assists 
per game and averaging 24.6 
points to become Murray State’s 
first first-team All-American. 

“He’s one of the most exception¬ 
al players that I’ve had a chance to 
watch play,” Florida State coach 
Leonard Hamilton said. “He’s 
kind of a throwback to guys who 
have the ability to score points. 
But also has the passion and the 
excitement about creating oppor¬ 
tunities for his teammates.” 

Winston is not the most athletic 
player, even on his own team. He 
is heady, ultra tough and a big 
reason the Spartans are in the 
Final Four. 

He averaged 18.9 points, 7.6 as¬ 
sists and was Michigan State’s go¬ 
to when a big shot was needed. 



No. 5 Auburn 
vs. No. 1 Virginia 

AFN-Sports 

Midnight, Saturday GET 
7 a.m. Sunday JKT 



No. 2 Michigan State 
vs. No. 3 Texas Tech 

AFN-Sports 
2:30 a.m. Sunday GET 
9:30 a.m. Sunday JKT 
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A little bit of everything 

Final Four teams offer plenty of reasons they can win — or lose — title 


By Aaron Beard 

Associated Press 


T he Final Four features tough defenses, a surging team that 
hasn’t lost in five weeks and one Hall of Fame coach. 
Virginia, Michigan State, Texas Tech and Auburn earned 


their trips to Minneapolis for this weekend’s national semifinals by 
emerging from regions filled with high seeds. The Cavaliers are the 
last top seed, while the Spartans, Red Raiders and Tigers ousted the 
other No. Is in the regional rounds. 

Here’s a look at each team: 



Virginia’s Kyle Guy 


Alex Brandon/AP 

Michigan State’s Cassius Winston 


Texas Tech’s Jarrett Culver 


Auburn’s Bryce Brown 


VIRGINIA I MICHIGAN STATE | TEXAS TECH | AUBU^ 


The Cavaliers were in the top six of the AP Top 
25 all year while winning a share of the Atlantic 
Coast Conference regular-season title. 

Why they’ll win 

Their defense tests even the best offenses by 
clogging the paint to turn away penetration. And 
while running a clock-controlling offense, the Cav¬ 
aliers are more efficient (123 points per 100 pos¬ 
sessions, according to KenPom) with their limited 
possessions than ever under Tony Bennett. 

Veterans like Kyle Guy and Ty Jerome (or 
Mamadi Diakite, judging by his overtime-forcing 
shot in the Elite Eight against Purdue) can hit 
tough shots for a team that finally has its Final 
Four breakthrough. 

Why they won’t 

If the Cavaliers struggle for stops, the pressure 
increases on an offense prone to droughts, even 
on the best of nights. 

They hit just enough outside shots to survive 
Purdue’s Carsen Edwards scoring 42 points Sat¬ 
urday. But in Virginia’s loss to Florida State in the 
ACC Tournament, the Cavaliers went six second- 
half minutes without a basket and couldn’t catch 
up as the hot-shooting Seminoles took control. 


The Spartans, a No. 2 NCAA seed after win¬ 
ning the Big Ten Tournament, pushed past No. 1 
overall seed Duke in a tense regional final. 

Why they’ll win 

The Spartans have veteran confidence from 
winning 14 of 15 games and join Virginia in the 
top 10 of KenPom’s offensive and defensive ef¬ 
ficiency rankings. 

Big Ten player of the year Cassius Winston is 
a masterful floor leader (20 points, 10 assists vs. 
Duke), and is complemented by Nick Ward and 
Xavier Tillman (19 points against Duke) inside. 

Michigan State also has the experience edge on 
the sideline, too. This is Hall of Famer Tom Izzo’s 
eighth Final Four compared to the other three 
coaches making their debuts. 

Why they won’t 

While the Spartans took care of the ball in the 
regionals, they ranked among the nation’s worst in 
turnover margin this season. 

Michigan State isn’t particularly deep after sev¬ 
eral injuries, notably losing guard Joshua Lang¬ 
ford. And Ward has yet to crack double figures 
since returning from a five-game absence follow¬ 
ing a hand injury. 


The Red Raiders went from unranked in the 
preseason to reaching their first Final Four as a 
No. 3 seed. 

Why they’ll win 

Simply: Defense and Jarrett Culver. 

The Red Raiders, who have won 13 of 14, lead 
KenPom’s defensive efficiency rankings (84.1 
points allowed per 100 possessions). They were 
dominant against Northern Kentucky, Buffalo and 
Michigan in the tournament, then held top-seeded 
Gonzaga — KenPom’s No. 1 offense — in check. 

Texas Tech is allowing 37 percent shooting 
while averaging nearly 17 points off turnovers in 
the tournament. 

As for Culver, the 6-foot-6 sophomore and Big 
12 player of the year is averaging 21.5 points and 
6.8 rebounds in the tournament. 

Why they won’t 

Defenses will focus on Culver, who carries a big 
load by taking 176 more shots and 93 more free 
throws than the next-closest teammates. 

The Red Raiders also aren’t great on the 
boards. They’ve largely navigated around that 
problem after being outrebounded in nearly half 
their games (17 of 36), though the problem sur¬ 
faced in five of six losses. 


The Tigers have had a wild ride from seventh 
nationally in December to unranked and now surg¬ 
ing to their first Final Four. They’ve also had signifi¬ 
cant off-court issues, including a federal corruption 
case that led to a guilty plea for former assistant 
Chuck Person and the suspension of assistant Ira 
Bowman amid allegations he was involved in a 
bribery scheme during his time at Penn. 

Why they’ll win 

The fifth-seeded Tigers are playing with free- 
flowing confidence after 12 straight wins, includ¬ 
ing against Tennessee (twice), Kansas, North 
Carolina and Kentucky. And they can bury threes 
in bunches behind upperclassmen Bryce Brown 
(16.0 points) and Jared Harper (15.4). 

The Tigers are at their best when harassing 
opponents into mistakes, taking a 33-14 edge in 
points off turnovers in two regional wins. 

Why they won’t 

They lean on three-pointers, with the romps 
against Kansas and UNC coming on difficult-to- 
sustain efficiency (44.8 percent) that could make 
them particularly vulnerable on an off night. 

Auburn also took a big hit with the loss of soph¬ 
omore Chuma Okeke (12 points, 6.8 rebounds) to 
a serious knee injury. 
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All set 

Baylor, Notre Dame advance 
to Women’s Final Four» Page so 


The long way 
to Minneapolis 

Texas Tech coach Beard made 11 other 
stops before reaching his first Final Four 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — It’s fair to say 
there would be no Final Four for Texas 
Tech if there weren’t plenty of places like 
Fort Scott. 

Fort Scott Community College in Kan¬ 
sas is one of the 11 stops Red Raiders 
coach Chris Beard made before he landed 
the top job in Lubbock, Texas, where he’s 
built the Red Raiders into a title contend¬ 
er in a mere three years. 

; “I always say, ‘There are junior colleg¬ 
es, and there’s Fort Scott,’ ” the program’s 
^mrrent coach, Michael Cook, told The As- 
Hipiated Press. “We share our arena with 
the rodeo team.” 

j|Vrnold Arena is more like a big metal 
barn with a huge wall in the middle that 
"^piarates the rodeo arena from the bas¬ 
ketball court. Later this year. Beard is 
expected back at the barn; Fort Scott is in¬ 
ducting him into its sports Hall of Fame. 

Next week. Cook is hoping to be in Min¬ 
neapolis to watch Texas Tech play for the 
championship. It will be a world away 
*rom the life he lives — a life where the 
toaches drive the vans and tape the an¬ 
kles and make the motel reservations. 

“There are no airplanes, or charters or 
shuttle buses,” Cook said. “You get your 
meals going to the game, and it’s Burger 
King on the way there and Whataburger 
on the way back. You cram four or five 
people into a room because the budget’s 
low. But you do whatever you can to make 
sure you instill fundamentals of team, and 
to make sure you’re building a program to 
be successful.” 

Beard did it at Fort Scott. And while the 
perks and lifestyle have changed — these 
days, it’s eggs and bacon instead of Lucky 
Charms out of the motel’s complimen¬ 
tary breakfast bar — very little about his 
coaching philos^jhy is different at Texas 
Tech. 



“I think all great players want to be 
coached,” Beard said Friday, the day be¬ 
fore the Red Raiders topped Gonzaga 75- 
69 to punch their ticket to the Final Four. 
“I’ve never ^ched any player that didn’t 
want to be disciplined, didn’t want to be 
told the truth.” 

Cook ^till hears from Beard, and a 
number of Division I coaches, for that 
matter. Community collegeis are the prov¬ 
ing ground for players mth potential 
big-time talent, but who need time to ac¬ 
climate, either to a new country or to the 
rigors of college schooling. Or, sometimes 
the coaches at the next level simply need a 
place for the player to play while they find 
room for him on their roster. 

They are the overlooked and 
underappreciated. 

“Coaching at places like this is proba¬ 
bly what helped instill that grind mental¬ 
ity,” Cook said. “That’s how he coaches. 
It’s why his teams play great defense. 
He looks for street dogs on his team, not 
store-bought dogs.” 

Cook said he’s had his share of success 
stories in 11 years at the school — a lot of 
players move on from Fort Scott to NAIA 
or Division II programs; some have gone 
to Division I; a few have graduated and 
played pro ball overseas. 

“Every level needs its players,” he said. 

Asked if Fort Scott has ever produced 
any household names, he mentioned one 
shot-blocking small forward, Ramell Tay¬ 
lor, who got sniffs from some bigger pro¬ 
grams and ended up at Southern Utah. 

Now, Fort Scott has its household name: 
Chris Beard, a coaching lifer who never 
forgot where he came from. 

“I talk about it a lot with our guys, and I 
mention Coach Beard,” Cook said. “I tell 
them to look at him. He was here once. 
And sometimes where you start is not 
where you’re going to end.” 



Giannis returns to lead Bucks over Nets » NBA, Page 26 











